PRINTER S NO. 2617

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2047 =55

I NTRODUCED BY VEON, STURLA, SURRA, STABACK, BELARDI, EVANS,
DeWEESE, DALEY, DERMODY, DelLUCA, BATTI STO, CAWEY,
CAPPABI ANCA, BELFANTI, CARN, VAN HORNE, SEYFERT, PRESTON,
STEELMAN, RAMCS, THOVAS, COLAFELLA, BI SHOP, d GLI OITI,
BROMWNE, TRAVAGLI O, M CCHEN, CGEIST, McAd LL, BARD AND ROONEY,
NOVEMBER 9, 1999

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON EDUCATI ON, NOVEMBER 9, 1999

AN ACT

1 Anending the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), entitled "An
2 act relating to the public school system including certain

3 provi sions applicable as well to private and parochi al

4 school s; anendi ng, revising, consolidating and changi ng the

5 laws relating thereto,” providing for gifted and tal ented

6 education professional requirenents; further providing for

7 speci al tenporary or special certificates; providing for

8 standards for gifted and tal ented students, for an advisory

9 council on gifted and tal ented education and for a matching
10 grant program nmaking an appropriation; and maki ng an

11 editorial change.

12 The CGeneral Assenbly finds and declares as foll ows:

13 (1) Recognizing that one of the Commonweal th's greatest
14 resources is the mnds of its students, gifted students

15 shoul d be provided with an education that addresses their
16 speci al needs.

17 (2) In an effort to ensure that these young peopl e may
18 achi eve their maxi mum potential, educators should learn the
19 nost effective techniques to challenge and inspire their

20 gifted students' intellect and creativity.
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The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. The act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), known
as the Public School Code of 1949, is anmended by adding a
section to read:

Section 1205.2.--G fted and Tal ented Educati on Prof essi onal

Requi renents.--1n addition to any other requirenents under this

act, a continui ng professional devel opnent pl an established

under section 1205.1 shall include educati on activities,

| ear ni ng experi ences, professional educati on courses or

coll egi ate study addressing gi fted and tal ented educati on.

Section 2. Section 1207 of the act is anended to read:
Section 1207. Special Tenporary or Permanent Certificates.--

[ The Superintendent of Public Instruction] (a) The Secretary of

Educati on shall provide for special exam nations, and for

tenporary or permanent certificates, for teachers of

ki ndergartens, gifted and tal ented students, draw ng, vocal
musi ¢, manual training, physical training and other special
br anches.

(b)Y The Departnent of Education shall devel op witten

standards for program approval and teacher certification for

Certification in Gfted and Tal ented Educati on. Specific

st andards which require studi es of the nature and needs of

gifted and tal ented students and curricul umdesi gn for students

who are qgifted shall be devel oped. A Certification in Gfted and

Tal ent ed Educati on shall be required of any person who spends a

majority of teaching tine with gifted or tal ented students after

the effective date of this subsecti on.

[ The Superintendent of Public Instruction] (c) The Secretary

of Education may issue tenporary or permanent certificates for
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t he teachi ng of such special subjects to graduates of approved
speci al schools of such subjects, under such conditions as he
may mneke.

Section 3. The act is anmended by addi ng sections to read:

Section 1371.1. Standards for G fted and Tal ent ed

St udents. --Subj ect to approval of the State Board of Educati on,

t he Departnment of Education shall pronul gate standards to ensure

uniformty in identifying gifted students. Each school district

shall use multiple eligibility criteria to determ ne which

students are eliqgible for gifted education services. Miltiple

eligibility criteria shall include:

(1) evidence of student work product or perfornance;

(2) data fromteacher, parent or peer observation; and

(3) evidence of student performance on nationally normed

standardi zed tests of nental ability, achi evenment, and

creativity.

Section 1371.2. Advisory Council of Gfted and Tal ented

Education.--(a) Wthin the Departnent of Educati on an advi sory

council on gifted and tal ented education is hereby created to:

(1) provide assistance to the departnent in relation to

gifted and tal ented educati on;

(2) nmake recommendati ons regardi ng the awardi ng of matchi ng

grants under section 1371.3; and

(3) comment and make recommendati ons on qgifted and tal ented

education policy within this Commonweal t h.

(b)Y Menbers of the advisory council shall be appoi nted as

(1) One (1) nenber shall be appointed by each of the four

(4) leqislative caucuses in the General Assenbly.

(2) One (1) nenber shall be appointed by the Gover nor
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(3) One (1) nenber shall be appointed by the Governor froma

li st of nom nations provided by a Statew de teacher's

associ ati on.

(4) One (1) nenber shall be appointed by the Governor froma

li st of nonmi nations provided by a Statew de associ ati on of

school boards.

(c) Each nenber shall serve w thout conpensation and at the

pl easure of the appointing authority. Menbers appoi nted under

subsection (b)(1) and (2) shall have, at a m ni num experience

with gifted and tal ented educati on either as an admn ni str at or,

t eacher, parent or acadenic specialist in the field of gifted or

tal ent ed educati on.

Section 1371.3. Gant Program--There i s hereby establi shed

within the Departnent of Educati on a conpetitive personnel

preparati on matchi ng grant program School districts may apply

to the departnent for matching grants to provide any of the

foll ow ng services:

(1) Support for general education teachers and staff.

(2) Training for general education teachers in recogni zi ng

and working with the special needs of qgifted students.

(3) Devel opnent of organi zed instruction to parents of

gifted and tal ented students, school directors and school

adm ni strators.

(4) Devel opnent of special curriculumfor gifted educati on

students.

Section 4. The sum of $1, 000,000 is hereby appropriated to
t he Departnent of Education for the fiscal year July 1, 2000, to
June 30, 2001, to fund the grant program established under
section 1371.3. This appropriation shall not |apse at the end of

the fiscal year but shall be a continuing appropriation.
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Section 5. This act shall take effect as foll ows:

(1) This section shall take effect imediately.

(2) The addition of section 1371.2 of the act shall take
effect in 90 days.

(3) The addition of section 1371.3 of the act shall take
effect July 1, 2001.

(4) Section 4 of this act shall take effect July 1,
2001.

(5) The remainder of this act shall take effect in two

years.
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