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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1989 55

| NTRODUCED BY WANSACZ, SHI MKUS, PASHI NSKI, K. SM TH, ARGALL,
BELFANTI , BENNI NGHOFF, BI ANCUCCI, BOBACK, BRENNAN, BUXTON,
CARRCLL, COHEN, CONKLI N, CURRY, DALLY, DeLUCA, DePASQUALE
DeWEESE, EACHUS, FREEMAN, GEORGE, CGERGELY, G BBONS, GOCDVAN,
GRUCELA, HALUSKA, HARHAI, HENNESSEY, JAMES, KORTZ, KOTIK
KULA, LEACH, LEVDANSKY, MAHONEY, MAJOR, MANN, MCALL
Mol LHATTAN, Mcl LVAINE SM TH, MELI O M LLARD, MJNDY, MYERS
PEI FER, PETRONE, PICKETT, PYLE, RAMALEY, READSHAW SCAVELLGQO
SCHRCDER, SEI P, SHAPI RO, S| PTROTH, STABACK, SURRA, TANGRETTI,
R TAYLOR, WAGNER, J. VWH TE, YOUNGBLOOD, YUDI CHAK, FABRI ZI O
AND THOVAS, OCTOBER 30, 2007

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON VETERANS AFFAI RS AND EMERGENCY
PREPAREDNESS, OCTOBER 30, 2007
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AN ACT
Amrending Title 35 (Health and Safety) of the Pennsylvania
Consol idated Statutes, in Comonweal th services, providing
for the Pennsylvania Flood G ant and Assi stance Program
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Chapter 73 of Title 35 of the Pennsylvani a

Consolidated Statutes is anmended by adding a subchapter to read:

SUBCHAPTER C

PENNSYLVANI A FLOOD GRANT_AND ASS| STANCE PROGRAM

Sec.

7331. Definitions.

7332. Pennsyl vani a Fl ood Grant and Assi stance Program

7333. Pennsyl vani a Fl ood Assi st ance Fund.
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7334. | nsur ance sur char ge.

7335. Regul ati ons.

7336. Expirati on.

§ 7331. Definitions.

The foll owi ng words and phrases when used in this subchapter

shal|l have the neanings given to themin this section unless the

context clearly indicates ot herw se:

"Busi ness-owner's insurance.” An insurance policy purchased

by a busi ness owner to i nsure busi ness property from danmage.

"Fund." The Pennsyl vani a Fl ood Assi stance Fund establi shed

under thi s subchapter.

"Honeowner's i nsurance." An insurance policy purchased by a

homeowner, including the owner of a condonminiumor a nobile

home, to insure the hone or its contents fromdanage. The term

al so i ncludes insurance purchased by a tenant to i nsure the

contents of the tenant's resi dence.

"Program " The Pennsyl vani a Fl ood Grant and Assi st ance

Pr ogr am est abl i shed under this subchapter.

8§ 7332. Pennsyl vani a Fl ood Grant and Assi stance Program

(a) Establishnent.--The Pennsyl vani a Fl ood Grant and

Assi stance Programis established within the agency to provide

grants for flood prevention and for assi stance with repair of

fl ood-rel at ed dannge.

(b) Flood prevention grants. --

(1) The agency shall coordinate with the Departnent of

Envi ronnental Protection to devel op a program that awards

grants to individuals, businesses or nunicipalities for fl ood

preventi on projects. Flood prevention projects may i ncl ude:

(i) construction of, inprovenents to or nmi nt enance

of dans, reservoirs or | evees; or
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1 (ii) stabilization or restoration of stream beds,

2 banks or channels.

3 (2) The grant program shall provide funds for projects
4 approved by the Departnent of Environnental Protection that
5 are not otherw se receiving Conmonweal th funds.

6 (c) Flood repair assistance.--

7 (1) The agency shall coordinate with the Departnent of
8 Conmuni ty and Economi c Devel opnent to devel op a programt hat
9 awards grants to individuals, businesses or nunicipalities
10 for assistance with repair of flood-rel ated danage. The

11 assi stance may be used for:

12 (i) repair of danmage to residences, businesses or
13 nmuni ci pal _bui |l di ngs; or

14 (ii) repair of damage to roads, bridges, parks or
15 ot her nunicipal facilities.

16 (2) Assistance provided under this subsection shall be
17 limted to repairing damage caused by a flood for which no
18 Federal declaration of disaster is nade.

19 (3) The assistance shall supplenent any coverage through
20 t he honeowner's or busi nesses-owner's insurance policy, and
21 t he agency shall ensure that the progranis application
22 process establishes that the honeowner's or business-owner's
23 policy is the payer of first resort.
24 § 7333. Pennsylvania Fl ood Assistance Fund.
25 (a) Establishnent.--The Pennsylvania Fl ood Assistance Fund
26 is established within the State Treasury. Al nopneys received by
27 the State Treasurer fromthe Departnent of Revenue arising from
28 the surcharge inposed in section 7334 (relating to insurance
29 surcharge) shall be credited to the fund.
30 (b) Continuing appropriation.--The noneys in the fund are
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appropriated on a conti nuing basis to the agency for

distribution to the Departnent of Environnental Protection or

the Departnment of Community and Econoni ¢ Devel opnent for grants

under the program

(c) Use of funds.--Mneys in the fund shall be used

exclusively for the purposes set forth in this subchapter and

shall not be diverted to any other fund.

8§ 7334. | nsur ance sur char ge.

(a) Inposition.--An annual surcharge of $1 is i nposed on

each honeowner's i nsurance policy and each busi ness-owner's

i nsurance policy issued in this Commonweal th. This surcharge is

a charge additional to the prem umfor each insurance policy,

but nonpaynent of the surcharge may provide just cause for

cancel | ati on of the policy.

(b)Y Deposit into fund.--The surcharge shall be coll ected by

each i nsurer issuing honeowner's or busi nesses-owner's insurance

policies, and it shall be remtted to the Departnent of Revenue

quarterly on dates determ ned by the departnent for deposit into

t he fund.

8§ 7335. Regul ati ons.

The agency, in consultation with the Departnent of

Envi ronnental Protection, the Departnment of Conmunity and

Econom ¢ Devel opnent or the Departnent of Revenue, shal

pronul gate any regul ati ons necessary to i npl enent the program

8§ 7336. Expirati on.

Thi s subchapter shall expire on the sixth anni versary of the

effective date of this section. At that tine, any noneys in the

fund that have not been commtted to a specific grant or

assi stance under the program shall be transferred to the General
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1 Section 2. This act shall take effect in 180 days.
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