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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1963 >

I NTRODUCED BY LETTERVAN AND BARBER, DECEMBER 11, 1985

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON HEALTH AND WELFARE, DECEMBER 11, 1985

~ » (3] ~ WN -

8

9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18

AN ACT
Amrending Title 23 (Domestic Rel ations) of the Pennsyl vani a
Consolidated Statutes, providing limted information to the
natural parents on the status of the adoptee.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Section 2905 of Title 23 of the Pennsylvani a
Consolidated Statutes is anmended by adding a subsection to read:
§ 2905. I npounding of proceedings and access to records.

* * %

(e) Petition to court for adoptee status. --

(1) Upon petition by any natural parent to the court in

the judicial district in which the permanent records rel ating

to the adopti on have been i npounded, the court shall furnish

to the natural parent as nuch i nfornmati on concerni ng the

current status of the adoptee as will not endanger the

anonynity of the adoptee and the adoptive parents or | egal

qguardi an. The information shall first be reviewed, in canera,

by the court to insure that no information i s reveal ed whi ch
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woul d endanger the anonynmity of the adoptee and the adoptive

parents or | egal guardi an.

(2) In addition to petitioning the court for information

regardi ng the adoptee, the natural parent nmy request the

agency that placed the adoptee to ascertain i nfornmati on

regardi ng the current status of the adoptee. The agency nay

refuse to gather or reveal any information if it believes

that, under the circunstances, there would be a substanti al

ri sk that persons other than the natural parents would | earn

of the adoptee's exi stence and rel ati onship to the natural

(3) The Departnent of Public Welfare nmay, by regul ati on,

prescri be procedures and standards to be used by the agents

of the court or other agencies in ascertaining and revealing

i nformati on regardi ng the current status of adoptees.

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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