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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1843 %5

| NTRODUCED BY BLACKWELL, WATERS, MYERS, M O BRI EN, GRUCELA,
BRENNAN, STABACK, HARPER, MANN, PRESTON, FRANKEL, KOTI K
MELI O, LEVDANSKY, BELFANTI, CURRY, LONG ETTI, FABRI ZI Q
WALKO, MJURT, O NEILL AND SI PTROTH, SEPTEMBER 26, 2007

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON URBAN AFFAI RS, SEPTEMBER 26, 2007

AN ACT

1 Anending the act of May 28, 1937 (P.L.955, No.265), entitled, as
2 anended, "An act to pronote public health, safety, norals,

3 and wel fare by declaring the necessity of creating public

4 bodi es, corporate and politic, to be known as housi ng

5 authorities to engage in slumclearance, and to undertake

6 projects, to provide dwelling accomobdati ons for persons of

7 | ow i ncome; providing for the organization of such housing

8 authorities; defining their powers and duties; providing for
9 t he exercise of such powers, including the acquisition of

10 property by purchase, gift or em nent domain, the renting and
11 selling of property, and including borrow ng noney, issuing
12 bonds, and ot her obligations, and giving security therefor;
13 prescri bing the renedi es of obligees of housing authorities;
14 aut hori zing housing authorities to enter into agreenents,

15 i ncluding agreenents with the United States, the

16 Commonweal th, and political subdivisions and nunicipalities
17 t hereof ; defining the application of zoning, sanitary, and

18 building | aws and regulations to projects built or maintained
19 by such housing authorities; exenpting the property and
20 securities of such housing authorities fromtaxation; and
21 i nposing duties and conferring powers upon the State Pl anning
22 Board, and certain other State officers and departnents,”
23 further providing for rentals and tenants and for State aid;
24 and maki ng an appropriation.
25 The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

26 hereby enacts as follows:
27 Section 1. Section 13 of the act of May 28, 1937 (P.L.955,
28 No. 265), known as the Housing Authorities Law, anmended May 20,
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1949 (P.L.1614, No.486), is anended to read:

Section 13. Establishnment of Rentals and Sel ecti on of
Tenants.--An Authority may rent or |ease dwelling acconmodati ons
only to persons of low incone and at rentals within their
financial reach. It may rent or |ease to a tenant a dwelling
consi sting of the nunmber of roonms (but no greater nunber) which
it deens necessary to provide safe and sanitary accommobdati ons
to the proposed occupants thereof w thout overcrowding. It shal
not accept any person as a tenant in any housing project if the
person or persons, who would occupy the dwelling, have an
aggregat e annual incone in excess of six tinmes the annual rental
of the quarters to be furnished such person or persons. In
conputing rental for the purpose of selecting tenants, there
shall be included in the rental the average annual cost, as
determ ned by the Authority, to the occupants of heat, water,
el ectricity, gas, cooking range, and other necessary services or
facilities, whether or not the charge for such services and
facilities is in fact included in the rental. Every Authority
shall file a schedule of its rental charges for dwelling
accomopdations with the State Pl anni ng Board.

Each | ease shall include a condition permtting a tenant to

rescind the | ease wi thout penalty upon verification by a | aw

enforcenent agency that the tenant is required to vacate the

preni ses because of cooperation with the | aw enf orcement agency.

Not hi ng contained in this or the preceding section shall be
construed as limting the power of an Authority to vest in an
obligee the right, in the event of a default by the Authority,
to take possession of a housing project, or cause the
appoi ntment of a receiver thereof, or acquire title thereto

t hrough forecl osure proceedings, free fromall the restrictions
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i nposed by this or the precedi ng section.

Section 2. Section 22.1 of the act, added June 5, 1947
(P.L.449, No.203) is anended to read:

Section 22.1. Aid from State Governnent.--In addition to the
powers conferred upon an Authority by other provisions of this
act, an Authority is enpowered to act as agent of the State, or
any of its instrunmentalities or agencies, for the public
pur poses set out in this act.

Further to effectuate the purposes and provisions of this
act, and in a manner requisite therefor, an Authority is
enpowered to receive, accept or borrow any and all funds
appropriated, given, granted, |oaned or donated to it, and to
recei ve and accept any real estate and appurtenances thereto
given, granted or donated to it by the State or any of its
instrumentalities.

At the end of each fiscal year, the Pennsyl vani a Conm SSi on

on Crine and Deli nquency shall rei nburse Authorities for rental

| osses during that fiscal year due to | ease rescission for

cooperation with | aw enforcenent under section 13. |If funds are

insufficient for full reinbursenent, rei nbursenent shall be nnde

in proportion to | osses suffered.

Section 3. The sum of $100, 000, or as mnuch thereof as may be
necessary, i s hereby appropriated to the Pennsyl vani a Comr ssi on
on Crime and Delinquency for the fiscal year July 1, 2007, to
June 30, 2008, to carry out the provisions of the amendnent of
section 22.1 of the act.

Section 4. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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