PRINTER S N0 2312

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1 793 *ua”

| NTRODUCED BY FATTAH, LINTQN, DEAL, RI CHARDSON, LEVI N, KOSI NSKI
OLI VER, CARN, EVANS AND TRUNVAN, DECEMBER 7, 1983

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON URBAN AFFAI RS, DECEMBER 7, 1983
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AN ACT
Aut hori zing the Departnent of Community Affairs to make grants
directly to approved nei ghborhood crinme watch groups;
establishing procedures for the application for and
utilization of grant noneys; and nmaking an appropriation.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Nei ghborhood
Crime Watch Financial Ad Act.

Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

" Approved nei ghborhood crinme watch group.” A nei ghborhood
crime watch group which is organi zed and trai ned by and
operating in conjunction with a nunicipal police departnent, or

t he Pennsylvania State Police, and whi ch nakes application

t hrough the nunicipality for a grant.
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"Departnment.” The Departnent of Community Affairs of the
Commonweal t h.

"Nei ghbor hood crinme watch group.” An organi zation of
citizens and residents of a nmunicipality or any part thereof
whi ch is organi zed and trai ned by and operates in conjunction
with a municipal police departnment, or the Pennsylvania State
Pol i ce, and engages in active surveillance of a nei ghborhood or
municipality in an effort to prevent, deter or detect activities
of a crimnal nature.

"Secretary."” The Secretary of Community Affairs.

Section 3. Neighborhood Crinme Watch G ant Program

(a) Establishnent.--There is hereby established in the
Department of Community Affairs a grant programto provide
nonet ary assi stance to approved nei ghborhood crinme watch groups
to assist these groups in fulfilling their crinme prevention and
detection duties.

(b) Amount of grant.--No grant given by the departnent shall
exceed the anpunt of $5,000. No approved nei ghborhood wat ch
group shall be eligible for nore than one grant in any one
cal endar year.

(c) Uilization of grant.--Any grant nmade pursuant to this
section shall be utilized for prograns of crine prevention,
crinme detection, crime deterrence, personal property
i dentification, public education on crinme prevention and
deterrence and the purchase of comuni cati ons equi pnent.
Section 4. Powers and duties of departnent.

The departnent shall have the followi ng powers and duti es:

(1) Develop a formfor grant applications.
(2) Establish and update criteria for determ ning the

awar di ng of grants between conpeting applicants.
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(3) Establish and update criteria for determ ning the
appropri ateness and effectiveness of prograns for which
grants may be utilized.

(4) Audit on an annual basis any approved nei ghborhood
crime watch group which receives a grant.

(5) Promulgate such rules and regul ations as are
necessary for the adm nistration of this act.

Section 5. Application for grants.

Any approved nei ghborhood wat ch group which desires a grant
shall submt an application on a form prescribed by the
departnment through the nunicipality in which the group operates.
Section 6. Dissolution of group.

Any nei ghbor hood crinme watch group which receives a grant and
| at er di ssolves shall turn over any unexpended grant noneys and
al | equi prent and supplies purchased with the grant noney to the
muni ci pality in which the group operated.

Section 7. Appropriation.

The sum of $500, 000, or as nuch thereof as nay be necessary,
is specifically appropriated to the Departnment of Comrunity
Affairs for fiscal year July 1, 1983 to June 30, 1984 for
pur poses of making grants as provided in this act.

Section 8. Effective date.

This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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