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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1626 5

| NTRODUCED BY WESTON, KOSI NSKI, MAI ALE, HOALETT, JACKSON,
ROBI NSON, VEON, E. Z. TAYLOR, VROON, CALTAG RONE, FOX
JOHNSON, TRELLO, FREENMAN, FARMER, M LLER, J. TAYLOR, CESSAR
MVELI O, BELARDI AND COHEN, JUNE 5, 1989

REFERRED TO COVWM TTEE ON STATE GOVERNMENT, JUNE 5, 1989
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AN ACT

Amending Title 66 (Public Uilities) of the Pennsylvania
Consol i dated Statutes, providing for recorded-nessage calls.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Title 66 of the Pennsyl vania Consoli dat ed
Statutes is anmended by adding a section to read:

8 2906. Recor ded- nessage call s.

(a) Notice to caller.--The conmi ssion shall direct every

t el ephone corporati on, whenever a subscri ber applies to

establish a tel ephone service furnishing a recorded connerci al ,

i nformati onal or public service nessage for a charge to the

caller in addition to the basic | ocal exchange charge, to

requi re the subscriber to provide each person calling a recorded

announcenent, in clear understandable terns, with the foll ow ng

information prior to the commencenent of the commerci al,

i nformati onal or public service nessage:

(1) The specified anount of the charge for the call.
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(2) A warning to callers under 18 years of age advi Si ng

themto secure parental consent to the call.

(3) An announcenent informng the caller that no charqges

will apply if the call is term nated i nmedi ately.

(b) Requl ations on blocking calls.--The conm ssi on shal

pronul gate rules and requl ati ons directing service providers to

offer individual residential custoners the option of bl ocking

all tel ephone calls for this class of service at a reasonabl e

cost to the custoner. The bl ocki ng opti on shall be nmade

avai l able no | ater than Septenber 1, 1990.

(c) Penalty.--A subscriber who fails to institute the

recorded announcenent as required by subsection (a) shall be in

viol ati on of the act of Decenber 17, 1968 (P.L.1224, No. 387),

known as the Unfair Trade Practices and Consuner Protecti on Law.

(d) Requl ations governing billing practices.--The conmm ssi on

shal |l establish procedures governi ng tel ephone corporation

billing practices and operations for the class of service set

forth in subsection (a).

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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