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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 11183

| NTRODUCED BY RUDY, | TKIN, JOHNSON, KOSI NSKI, CAWEY, BELARDI,
DALEY, PESCI, KENNEY, PISTELLA, VEON, TELEK, E. Z. TAYLOR,
JAMES, STURLA, BELFANTI AND BI SHOP, APRIL 10, 1991

REFERRED TO COVWM TTEE ON | NSURANCE, APRIL 10, 1991
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AN ACT
Provi ding for reinbursenment by insurance conpani es, professional
heal th service plan corporations, fraternal benefit societies
and voluntary nonprofit health service plans for service

performed by a |icensed speech-| anguage pat hol ogi st, a

I i censed audi ol ogist or a licensed teacher of the hearing

i npai red; and providing for further duties of the Insurance

Depart nment .

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and nmay be cited as the Insurance
Paynment to Li censed Speech-Language and Hearing Providers Law.
Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Departnent.” The Insurance Departnent of the Conmonweal t h.
Section 3. Policies and contracts covered.

(a) Coverage enunerated.--This act shall apply to every

group policy, contract or certificate of health, sickness or
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acci dent insurance which is issued under this act and which is
delivered or issued for delivery within this Conmonweal t h,

i ncluding, but not limted to, policies, contracts or
certificates issued by:

(1) Any stock insurance conpany as described in section
202(a)(2) and (c)(2) and any nutual insurance conpany as
described in section 202(d)(1) of the act of May 17, 1921
(P.L.682, No.284), known as The I nsurance Conpany Law of
1921.

(2) Any hospital plan corporation as defined in 40
Pa.C.S. Ch. 61 (relating to hospital plan corporations).

(3) Any professional health services plan corporation as
defined in 40 Pa.C.S. Ch. 63 (relating to professional health
services plan corporations).

(4) Any fraternal benefit society as defined in 40
Pa.C.S. Ch 65 (relating to fraternal benefit societies).

(5) Any voluntary nonprofit health service plan as
defined in the act of Decenber 29, 1972 (P.L.1701, No. 364),
known as the Heal th M ntenance Organi zation Act.

(6) Any person who sells or issues contracts or
certificates of insurance which neet the requirenment of this
act .

(b) Application of act.--This act shall apply to policies,
contracts or certificates issued, renewed, nodified, altered,
amended or reissued on and after the effective date of this act.
Section 4. Scope of coverage.

(a) GCeneral rule.--Wen a service is perforned by a |icensed
speech- 1 anguage pat hol ogi st, a licensed audi ol ogi st or a
| icensed teacher of the hearing inpaired |licensed by the State

Board of Exami ners in Speech-Language and Hearing and |lawfully
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permtted to performthat service under the act of Decenber 21,
1984 (P.L.1253, No.238), known as the Speech-Language and
Hearing Licensure Act, and a policy, contract or certificate
provi des for reinbursenent for that service, the insured or any
ot her person covered shall be entitled to reinbursenent either
to the insured or to the |icensed speech-| anguage pat hol ogi st,

| i censed audi ol ogi st, or |licensed teacher of the hearing

i npai red providing that service.

(b) Application of reinbursenent process.--Nothing in this
section shall apply to the assignnment of benefits and paynent of
cl aims process of a stock insurance conpany and a nut ual
i nsurance conpany as set forth in section 3(a)(1).

(c) Nonduplication of payments.--Duplicate paynent shall not
be made:

(1) to both a speech-language or hearing provider as set
forth in subsection (a) and to anot her provider; or
(2) to the sane provider for the sane services provided
in a single encounter.
Section 5. Rules and regul ations.

The departnent shall, in the manner provided by | aw,
pronul gate rules, regulations and forns necessary to carry out
this act.

Section 6. Effective date.

This act shall take effect in 120 days.
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