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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 934 55

| NTRODUCED BY WHI TE, DAW DA, COCHRAN, PISTELLA, LEHR, PENDLETON,

MAI ALE, WACHOB, EARLEY, COHEN, Ml NTYRE, VAN HORNE, GEl ST,
M CHLOVI C, PETRARCA, SI EM NSKI, EVANS, BELFANTI, KUKOVI CH,
HCEFFEL, M COZZI E AND WAMBACH, MARCH 17, 1981

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, MARCH 17, 1981

OCO~NOUITARWNE

AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of April 9, 1929 (P.L.177, No.175), entitled

"An act providing for and reorgani zing the conduct of the
executive and adm nistrative work of the Commonweal th by the
Executive Departnment thereof and the adm nistrative
departnents, boards, conm ssions, and officers thereof,

i ncludi ng the boards of trustees of State Normal Schools, or
Teachers Col | eges; abolishing, creating, reorganizing or

aut hori zing the reorgani zation of certain admnistrative
departnments, boards, and conm ssions; defining the powers and
duties of the Governor and other executive and adm nistrative
of ficers, and of the several admnistrative departnents,
boards, comm ssions, and officers; fixing the salaries of the
Governor, Lieutenant Governor, and certain other executive
and adm nistrative officers; providing for the appointment of
certain admnistrative officers, and of all deputies and

ot her assistants and enpl oyes in certain departnents, boards,
and comm ssions; and prescribing the manner in which the
nunber and conpensation of the deputies and all other

assi stants and enpl oyes of certain departnents, boards and
commi ssions shall be determ ned,” providing for the
establ i shment and operation of an admi nistrative office under
the Attorney Ceneral to be known as the Pennsylvania Ofice
on Crime Victins; inposing powers and duties; authorizing
certain advisory boards and establishing a funding nmethod for
t he expenses of such office.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. The act of April 9, 1929 (P.L.177, No.175), known
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as "The Adm nistrative Code of 1929," is amended by addi ng
sections to read:

Secti on 479. Definitions Applicable to the Ofice on Crine

Victinms.--lnsofar as the provisions of this act relate to the

Ofice on Crinme Victine, the foll owi ng words and phrases when

used i n such provisions shall have the neani ngs given to themin

this section:

"Crine." Any act committed in Pennsylvania which, if

commtted by a nentally conpetent responsi ble adult who had no

| egal exenption or defense, would constitute a crine as defined

in and prescribed by Title 18 of the Pennsyl vani a Consol i dat ed

Statutes (relating to crines and offenses) or any other penal

| aws of the Commpbnweal th. Except for an injury that is the

result of an intentional act, no other act involving the

operation of a notor vehicle which results in injury shal

constitute a crine for purposes of these provisions.

"Donestic violence." The occurrence of one or nore of the

foll owi ng acts between famly or househol d nmenbers who reside

(i) Attenpting to cause or intentionally, know ngly or

reckl essly causing bodily injury or serious bodily injury with

or without a deadly weapon.

(ii) Placing by physical nenace another in fear of inmm nent

serious bodily injury.

(iii) Sexually abusing mnor children as defi ned pursuant to

the act of Novenber 26, 1975 (P.L.438, No.124), known as the

"Child Protective Services Law. "

"Donestic violence program"” A shelter or hotline

organi zati on which has as a prinmary programthe provi si on of

direct services including but not limted to advocacy,
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counseling, information, referrals or shelter facilities for

victinms of donestic violence.

"Ofice." The Ofice on Crine Victins which shall be an

admi ni strative office established pursuant to section 479.1

whi ch shall be under the Attorney General and shall be

responsi bl e for coordi nati ng prograns and obtaining reliable and

per manent sources of funds for donestic violence, rape crisis

and victi mw tness prograns.

"Rape crisis program" An organi zati on which has as its

primary programthe provision of direct services to victins of

sexual assault including, but not limted to, crisis

i ntervention, informati on and referral and acconpani nent through

the nedical, police and judicial system The organi zati on nay

al so conduct educati onal progranms on rape and sexual assaults on

a conmuni ty basi s.

"Victimwi tness program" A public or nonprofit private

organi zati on which deals with victins and wi tnesses of crines

and does not have as its primary purpose the prosecuti on or

def ense of persons charged with crimnal acts. Such prograns

shall be designed to insure that their needs are served by

offering assi stance with problens which arise as a result of

being a victimor witness to a crinme. The direct services

provided relate to but are not limted to social service

referrals, reception centers, witness notification and

appearance alert, information regarding restituti on and

conpensation, witness intimdation, escort service,

transportati on and parking servi ces, and enpl oyer intervention.

Section 479.1. Ofice on Crine Victine.--(a) There is

hereby created an admi nistrative office under the jurisdiction

of the Attorney General which shall be known as the Ofice on
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Crine Victins. The office shall be governed by a board of seven

menbers who shall be appointed on a nonparti san basi s.

(b)Y The nenbers of the governi ng board of the office shal

be sel ected as foll ows:

(1) one nenber, who shall be an adm ni strator or provider of

a rape crisis program shall be appointed by the Attorney

(2) one nenber, who shall be an adm ni strator or provider of

a donestic violence program shall be appointed by the Attorney

(3) one nenber, who shall be an adm ni strator or provider of

a victimw tness program shall be appointed by the Attorney

(4) one nenber, who shall not be an admi ni strator or

provider of a rape crisis, donestic violence, or victimw tness

program shall be appoi nted by the Governor;

(5) one nenber shall be the Secretary of the Departnent of

Public Wl fare;

(6) one nenber, who shall be a nenber of the House of

Representati ves, shall be appointed by the Speaker:; and

(7) one nenber, who shall be a nenber of the Senate, shal

be appointed by the President pro tenpore of the Senate.

(c) Except for the nenber fromthe House of Representatives

who shall serve a two-year term all other nenbers of the

governi ng board shall serve for a three-year termof office and

may be reappointed for no nore than one consecutive term of

office. O the nenbers initially appointed by the Attorney

Ceneral, one shall serve for a termof one year, one shall serve

for a termof two years and one shall serve for a termof three
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(d) Whenever any nmenber ceases to be an officer or enpl oye

of the organi zati on, office, or public body the nenber is

appoi nted to represent, the nenbership on the governi ng board

shall term nate i nmedi ately and the appoi nti ng power shall fill

t he vacancy for the unexpired portion of the term Al other

vacanci es shall be filled by the appointi ng power for the

bal ance of the unexpired term

(e) The chairperson shall be chosen from anpbng the menbers

of the governing board by a nmpjority vote of such board and

shall serve for one year. The chairperson shall designhate a

vi ce-chai rperson to preside at all neetings in the absence of

t he chai r person.

(f) Reasonabl e expenses incurred by the nenbers for

attendance at official neetings, not to exceed fifty dollars

($50) per day, and nileage at the rate provided by | aw shall be

al |l owed and pai d upon presentati on of an item zed voucher.

(g) Four nenbers of the governi ng board shall constitute a

quorum and a vote of the majority of the nenbers present shal

be sufficient for all actions.

Secti on 479. 2. Powers and Duties of the Ofice on Crine

Victinms.--The office shall have the power, and its duty shal

be:

(1) To appoint, by a majority vote of the nenbers of the

governi ng board, an executive director to direct the day to day

operations of the office and to hire, with the approval of the

governi ng board sufficient staff to conduct the operati ons of

the office. The salaries of the executive director and staff

shall be fixed by the governi ng body. Adm ni strati ve costs,

i ncluding salaries and all other operati ng expenses incurred by

the Ofice on Crine Victins, shall not exceed an anount equal to
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fifteen per centum (15% of the total annual revenues avail abl e

for distribution to the various prograns by the Ofice on Crine

(2) To establish advisory commttees to assi st the governing

board in the directi on and operati ons of the office.

(3) To apply for, contract for, receive, allocate, disburse,

and account for funds, grants-in-aid, grants of services and

property, real and personal, as may be nmde avail abl e by the

Federal Gover nnent and ot her sources.

(4) To receive applications for financial assistance from

rape, donestic violence and victi mw tness prograns sponsored or

operated by units of |ocal government or private nonprofit

organi zations and to all ocate avail able funds fromthe

restricted revenue account to such applicants. All ocati ons under

this section shall not exceed seventy-five per centum (75% of

the total anmpunt determ ned by the governi ng board to be

necessary for the operation of the particul ar program

(5) To establish such fund accounti ng, auditing, nonitoring,

and eval uati on procedures as may be necessary to assure fiscal

control, program effectiveness and di sbursenent of qgrant funds,

and to establish such procedures as nay be necessary to assure

conpliance with State and Federal | aw.

(6) To cooperate with and render technical assistance to the

CGCeneral Assenbly and standing commttees of the CGeneral

Assenbly, State agencies, units of general |ocal governnment and

public and private agencies relating to victini zation and its

i npact on the crimnal justice system

(7)) To submt an annual report to the Governor, the Attorney

CGCeneral and the General Assenbly describing in detail its work

during the preceding fiscal year and to submt periodic reports
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1 as required by the Attorney General.

2 (8) To pronulgate such rules and reqgul ations as the

3 governing board deens necessary for the proper disbursenent of
4 funds pursuant to the provisions of this act relating to the

5 Ofice on Cine Victins.

6 (9) To work in conjunction with | aw enforcenent agenci es and
7 nedical facilities in order to gather and analyze statistical

8 information, and to require prograns_applying for assistance to
9 prepare and subnit appropriate statistical reports.

10 Section 479.3. Advisory Conmittees.--The governing board

11 shall establish an advisory committee for each of the program
12 areas: rape crisis, donestic violence and victimw tness. The
13 nenbership of the conmttee shall represent, to the maximum

14 extent feasible, diverse geographical |ocations and the

15 popul ation being served. Each conmittee shall have the duty to,
16 anong ot her things:

17 (1) Reconmmend, review and evaluate rules and regul ations

18 proposed by the office to inplenent the act.

19 (2) Reconmmend, review and eval uate standards for the
20 providing of direct services to victins.
21 (3) Recommend the funding fornula for allocation of funds to
22 prograns providing direct services or to the coordinating body
23 of such prograns.
24 Section 479.4. Funds.--(a) VWhere any person after the
25 effective date of this act pleads guilty or nolo contendere to
26 or _is convicted of any crine as herein defined, there shall be
27 inposed in addition to all other costs, an additional cost in
28 the sumof ten dollars ($10) for the purpose of funding the
29 operation of this office. Under no condition shall a political

30 subdivision be held liable for the paynent of this sum of ten
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1 dollars ($10).
2 (b) Any funds specifically set aside to fund the Office on
3 Crine Victins as prescribed by the General Assenbly in the act
4 of Auqust 22, 1953 (P.L.1344, No.383), known as "The Marriage
5 Law," or any other act on the sane matter.
6 (c) Al suns collected pursuant to subsection (a) and (b)
7 shall be paid through the Departnent of Revenue to the State
8 Treasurer _and shall be deposited in a restricted revenue account
9 created for this purpose and for the fiscal period July 1, 1981
10 to June 30, 1982 are hereby specifically appropriated for
11 purposes of funding the operation and grants of the Ofice on
12 Crine Victins.
13 (d) For the fiscal period July 1, 1980 to June 30, 1981 and
14 for_each fiscal period thereafter, the General Assenbly shal
15 annually appropriate for the operations and prograns of the
16 Ofice on Crine Victins fromthe noneys available in the
17 restricted revenue account established pursuant to subsection
18 (c).
19 Section 2. This act shall take effect inmmediately but shal
20 expire on June 30 following the fifth anniversary of the
21 effective date, unless reenacted by the General Assenbly of the
22 Comonweal t h of Pennsyl vani a.
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