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I NTRODUCED BY CRUZ, YOUNGBLOOD, RUBLEY, CAWEY, DeWEESE,
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A RESOLUTI ON

Acknow edgi ng and affirmng the integral role of Hi spanics in

t he devel opnment of this Comonweal th and our nation and

desi gnating Septenber 15 through October 15, 2004, as

"Hi spanic Heritage Month" in Pennsylvani a.

WHEREAS, "Hi spanic Heritage Month" is being cel ebrated
t hroughout this Commonweal th and our nation from Septenber 15
t hrough Cct ober 15, 2004; and

WHEREAS, Septenber 15 marks the anniversary of the
i ndependence of Costa Rica, El Sal vador, CGuatenala, Honduras,
Ni caragua; and

WHEREAS, Puerto Rico is a self-governing commonweal th in
associ ation with the United States; and

WHEREAS, Mexico achi eved i ndependence on Septenber 16 and
Chil e on Septenber 18; and
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WHEREAS, Currently nore than 37 mllion Hi spanics conprise
over 13%of the nation's total population and are the fastest
growing mnority group in the nation; and

WHEREAS, Nearly 400, 000 people of Hi spanic heritage reside in
t hi s Cormonweal t h; and

WHEREAS, The ever-increasi ng nunber of Latino professionals,
artists, businessnmen and busi nesswonen, public servants and
| eaders are maki ng val uabl e contributions to Pennsyl vani a and
t he nation; and

WHEREAS, Hundreds of Latinos in Pennsylvania are convergi ng
in the Lehigh Valley, Pennsylvania, from Cctober 23 through 25,
2004, with the Pennsylvania Statew de Latino Coalition for the
ni nth annual conference; and

WHEREAS, Persons of Hispanic heritage have provided this
Commonweal th and our nation with many prom nent |eaders in
education, science, activism politics, national defense, nusic,
visual arts, journalism filmand television, athletics and many
other fields; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives acknow edge and
affirmthe integral role of Hispanics and Latinos in the
devel opnent of this Commonweal th and our nation by designating
Sept enber 15 through Cctober 15, 2004, as "Hi spanic Heritage
Mont h" in Pennsylvania; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives pay respectfu
tribute to the people of Hi spanic heritage in this Comobnweal th
during "Hi spanic Heritage Month" by proudly recognizing Hi spanic
Pennsyl vani ans for their love of famly, hard work and conmunity
and for their countless contributions to our society and
encourage all Pennsylvani ans to observe this week with

appropriate recognition, affirmation, cerenonies, activities and
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