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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 798 %%

| NTRODUCED BY LENTZ, BELFANTI, BROOKS, CALTAGQ RONE, Cl VERA
DePASQUALE, FRANKEL, GECRCGE, GOODVAN, HARKI NS, HERSHEY,
W KELLER, KENNEY, KULA, MELIO, R MLLER, MJRT, O NEILL
PAYNE, PETRARCA, REI CHLEY, RUBLEY, SAYLOR, K. SM TH, SOLOBAY
SWANCER, THOVAS, VULAKOVI CH, WATSON, J. WH TE, HENNESSEY,
MOYER AND MYERS, JUNE 18, 2008

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON VETERANS AFFAI RS AND EMERGENCY
PREPAREDNESS, JUNE 18, 2008
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A RESOLUTI ON
Menorializing the President and Congress of the United States to

amend the Omibus Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968

to expand the definition of firefighter to include

apprentices and trai nees, regardl ess of age or duty

[imtations.

WHEREAS, On May 4, 2002, 14-year-old Christopher Kangas was
struck and killed by a car while riding his bicycle in response
to a fire in Brookhaven Borough, Del aware County, Pennsyl vani a,
one bl ock fromthe firehouse; and

WHEREAS, |In the Comonweal th of Pennsyl vania, an individual
may be a recognized firefighter in a local fire departnment with
certain limtations on the kind of work that individual can
performat the scene of a fire and may be eligible for public
safety officer benefits; and

WHEREAS, Chri stopher Kangas was a trained firefighter,

recogni zed by the Borough of Brookhaven and the Commonweal t h of

Pennsyl vani a, who knew what he coul d and what he could not do at
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t he scene; and

WHEREAS, After Christopher Kangas di ed, the Borough of
Br ookhaven and t he Commonweal th of Pennsyl vani a gave hi m ful
honors and recognition as a fallen firefighter, and the
Commonweal th of Pennsyl vania al so provided full benefits to his
fam ly under the act of June 24, 1976 (P.L.424, No.101),
referred to as the Energency and Law Enforcenent Personnel Death
Benefits Act, as a fallen firefighter; and

WHEREAS, The representative of the President of the United
States to the Fire Service, United States Fire Adm nistrator R
David Paulison, sent a letter of condolence to the famly
recogni zi ng Chri stopher Kangas as a firefighter; and

WHEREAS, The Departnent of Justice, which adm nisters section
1201 of the Omibus Crine Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968
(Public Law 90-351, 42 U S.C. 8§ 3796), ruled that Christopher
Kangas was not a public safety officer despite the fact that the
Commonweal th of Pennsyl vani a and the Brookhaven Fire Depart nment
legally maintained himon their rolls; and

WHEREAS, This ruling by the Departnment of Justice has denied
his famly the $267,000 |ine-of-duty benefit and has denied
Chri st opher Kangas his rightful place at the National Fallen
Firefighters Menorial in Enmtsburg, Maryland, alongside his
fellow fallen heroes; and

WHEREAS, The Departnent of Justice ruling not only ignored
the facts but also the letter and spirit of section 1201 of the
Omi bus Crinme Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968, which
Congress enacted to provide benefits to any firefighter serving
as an officially recogni zed nmenber of a legally organized fire
departnent, regardl ess of age or type of activities; therefore

be it
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RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives of the
Commonweal th of Pennsyl vania nenorialize the President and
Congress of the United States to enact H R 2224 or S. 1918,
each of which would anend the Omibus Crine Control and Safe

1
2
3
4
5 Streets Act of 1968 to expand the definition of firefighter to
6 include apprentices and trainees, regardl ess of age or duty

7 limtations, applicable to death or injuries which occurred on
8 or after May 4, 2002; and be it further

9 RESCLVED, That a copy of this resolution be personally

10 presented to the famly of Christopher Kangas and to the

11 Brookhaven Fire Departnent in recognition of M. Kangas's

12 dedication to the Borough of Brookhaven and the Commonweal t h of
13 Pennsylvania as a firefighter; and be it further

14 RESCLVED, That a copy of this resolution be sent to the

15 President of the United States, to the presiding officers of

16 each house of Congress and to each nenber of Congress from

17 Pennsyl vani a.

E15L82JAM 20080HO0798R3970 - 3 -



