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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. /91 =%~

| NTRODUCED BY E. Z. TAYLOR, DI STLER, McHALE, BOWSER, HALUSKA,
BUNT, ANGSTADT, JOHNSON, PHI LLIPS, KASUN C, BOOK, FI SCHER
HERVAN, FOX, SEMVEL AND R C. WRI GHT, MARCH 10, 1987

REFERRED TO COVWM TTEE ON CONSERVATI ON, MARCH 10, 1987
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AN ACT
Providing for the adm nistration of search and rescue
operations; conferring powers and duties on the Departnent of

Envi ronnment al Resources; creating the Search and Rescue

Advi sory Board and conferring powers and duties upon it; and

provi di ng for funding.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and nmay be cited as the Search and
Rescue Act.

Section 2. Legislative purpose.

The purpose of this act shall be to devel op and adm ni ster an
ef ficient and conpetent response to energencies involving the
search, location, rescue and treatnent of |ost or injured
persons in the outdoors while coordinating the efforts of
Federal, State and | ocal governnent agencies and vol unteer
or gani zati ons.

Section 3. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
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have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Air Force Rescue Coordination Center" or "AFRCC." The
Federal agency designated for the coordination of the Federal
SAR response to the inland region.

"Board." The Search and Rescue Advi sory Board.

"Civil Air Patrol”™ or "CAP." The Gvil Air Patrol D vision
of the Air Force Auxiliary responsible for coordinating air
sear ches.

"Departnment.” The Departnent of Environnmental Resources of
t he Conmonweal th, which shall be the State search and rescue
agency.

"M ssion." Each separate incident in which resources,
personnel and facilities are applied toward the | ocati on,
recovery and rendering of aid to persons |lost or in distress.

"Search and rescue" or "SAR " The procurenent, coordination
and utilization of resources and personnel necessary for the
| ocation of, relieving the distress of, preserving the lives of
and the recovery of the victins of a disaster or hazardous
i nci dent caused by nature, or of |ost, stranded or injured
per sons.

"Search and rescue coordinator." The officer within the
Depart ment of Environnmental Resources who is responsible for
coordi nati ng search and rescue resources and adm nistering the
Commonweal th' s pl an.

"Secretary." The Secretary of Environnental Resources of the
Conmonweal t h.

Section 4. Powers and duties of departnent.

The departnent shall:

(1) Conpile, maintain and have access to an inventory of
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Federal , intrastate and interstate resources avail able for

search and rescue.

(2) Devel op guidelines and prograns for the training of,
and standards for the certification of, SAR personnel.

(3) Act as the central clearinghouse for the procurenent
and nobilization of SAR resources for search m ssions.

(4) Develop and review standards and requirenents for

t he i nsurance coverage of SAR personnel.

(5) Miintain a central repository for m ssion records

and statistics relating to search and rescue in Pennsyl vani a.
Section 5. Search and Rescue Advi sory Board.

The Search and Rescue Advi sory Board is hereby created.
Menbers of the board shall be appointed by the Governor for
three-year terns. Terns shall be staggered so that a maxi mum of
four board nmenbers' terns expire each cal endar year. One nenber
of the board shall be appointed fromeach of the foll ow ng:

(1) Pennsylvania State Police.

(2) Pennsylvania State Sheriffs Association.

(3) Cvil Ar Patrol.

(4) Pennsylvani a Enmergency Managenent Agency.

(5) Pennsylvania State Fireman's Associ ati on.

(6) Departnent of Environnmental Resources; Bureau of

St at e Parks.

(7) Departnent of Environnmental Resources; Bureau of

Forestry.

(8) Departnent of Mlitary Affairs.

(9) Pennsylvania Gane Comnm ssi on.

(10) Ceneral public, who shall have experience in and
knowl edge of search and rescue activities and shall serve as

chai rperson of the board.
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Section 6. Powers and duties of the board.

The powers and duties of the board shall be to:

(1) Evaluate the operation of the search and rescue
agency.

(2) Evaluate the State search and rescue plan.

(3) Evaluate problens encountered in specific m ssions.

(4) Formulate findings of fact and nake specific
recommendations to the secretary.

(5) Meet quarterly, or nore frequently, at the call of

t he chai r person.

Section 7. Board vacanci es and attendance.

Vacanci es shall be filled by an appoi ntnent of the Governor
for the unexpired term Menbers nissing two consecutive neetings
wi t hout due cause shall be automatically renoved fromthe board.
Section 8. Funding.

The board shall have the power to reinburse wtnesses for
t heir expenses. The board shall be responsible to reconmend a
funding level to the secretary and assist in the eval uation of
an annual budget. The funding shall be a line itemfigure under
t he budget of the Departnment of Environnental Resources. The
department shall have the power to reinburse vol unteer search
units for travel expenses under the sane criteria currently
authorized for State enpl oyees. The departnent shall have the
power to incur costs and pay expenses of its personnel and
| ogi stic costs for any m ssion under preestablished policy.
Section 9. Effective date.

This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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