PRINTER S NO. 3577

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 703 %%

| NTRODUCED BY Mcl LVAI NE SM TH, BELFANTI, BENN NGTON, BEYER
Bl SHOP, BRENNAN, CALTAG RONE, COHEN, DALEY, DePASQUALE
Di G ROLAMO, DONATUCCI, FLECK, FRANKEL, FREEMAN, GALLOWAY,
GECRCE, d BBONS, d NGRI CH, GOCDNVAN, GRUCELA, HARHAI
HENNESSEY, HERSHEY, JAMES, JOSEPHS, KENNEY, KORTZ, KOTI K
KULA, LEACH, LEVDANSKY, MAHONEY, MAJOR, MANDERI NO, MANN,
MANTZ, MGEEHAN, M COZZI E, MOYER, MJUNDY, MJRT, MJSTI O MYERS
M O BRI EN, PALLONE, PARKER, PRESTON, RAMALEY, READSHAW
REI CHLEY, RUBLEY, SAI NATO, SANTONI, SEIP, SH MKUS, SIPTROTH
K. SM TH, SOLOBAY, STERN, STURLA, SWANCER, TRUE, VULAKOVI CH
WALKO, WATSON, WHEATLEY, WOINAROSKI, YOUNGBLOOD, SURRA,
BROCKS, CARRCLL, FABRI ZI O, PASHI NSKI, VI TALI AND YUDI CHAK
APRI L 7, 2008

| NTRODUCED AS NONCONTROVERSI AL RESCLUTI ON UNDER RULE 35,
APRI L 7, 2008
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A RESOLUTI ON

Recogni zing April 22, 2008, as "Equal Pay Day" in Pennsylvani a.

WHEREAS, Although wonen's wages have risen in all states
since 1989, in no state does the typical full-tinme woman worker
earn as nmuch as the typical man; and

WHEREAS, Wnen enpl oyed on a full-time, year-round basis
still earn only 77% of what nen earn, w th nedi an earnings of
$31, 800; and

WHEREAS, Nationally, participation by wonen in the | abor
force still lags behind that of nen at 59.2% for wonmen versus
71.8% for nmen, and this Commonweal th is bel ow t he national

average at 58.1% and
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WHEREAS, At the present rate of progress, it will take 50
years for wonmen to achi eve earnings parity with nen nati onw de;
and

WHEREAS, Since 1995 the poverty rate anong wonen in 15 states
has i ncreased, and in another 15 states wonen's poverty fell by
| ess than one percentage point; and

WHEREAS, In the report, The Best and Wrst State Econom es
for Wonen, prepared by the Institute for Whnen's Policy
Research, this Commonweal th is ranked 34th anong the 50 states
with respect to earnings for enployed wonen, ratio of earnings
bet ween wonmen and nen, percentage of wonen in the |abor force
and percentage of wonmen in nmanagerial or professional
occupations; and

WHEREAS, These conditions continue despite the fact that the
Constitution of Pennsylvania prohibits denial or abridgnment of
equality of rights because of gender and that section 6(d) of
the Fair Labor Standards Act of 1938 and Title VII of the G vil
Ri ghts Act of 1964 prohibit pay discrimnation for men and wonen
doi ng the sane job; and

WHEREAS, It is essential that all Pennsylvani ans be aware of
the need for and benefits of equal pay; and

VWHEREAS, Al the residents of this Commonweal th will benefit
fromequal pay; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives recognize Apri

22, 2008, as "Equal Pay Day" in Pennsyl vani a.
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