PRINTER S No. 608

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. D96  *%h”

I NTRODUCED BY MESSRS. O BRI EN AND MUSTO, MARCH 29, 1971

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON URBAN AFFAI RS, MARCH 29, 1971

OCO~NOUITARWNE

AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of Decenber 22, 1959 (P.L.1978), entitled, as
anmended, "An act providing for and regul ati ng harness racing
wi th pari-mutuel wagering on the results thereof; creating
the State Harness Raci ng Comm ssion as a depart nment al

adm ni strative comm ssion within the Departnent of

Agriculture and defining its powers and duties; providing for

t he establishment and operation of harness racing plants

subject to local option; inposing taxes on revenues of such

pl ants; disposing of all noneys received by the comm ssion
and all noneys collected fromthe taxes; authorizing
penal ti es; and meki ng appropriations,” inposing an additional
tax for school purposes in certain school districts.

The CGeneral Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 15, act of Decenber 22, 1959 (P.L.1978),
entitled, as anended, "An act providing for and regul ati ng
harness racing with pari-nmutuel wagering on the results thereof;
creating the State Harness Racing Conmi ssion as a departnental
adm ni strative comm ssion within the Departnent of Agriculture
and defining its powers and duties; providing for the
establ i shment and operation of harness racing plants subject to
| ocal option; inposing taxes on revenues of such plants;

di sposing of all noneys received by the comm ssion and al



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N RN NN RN NN N NN R B R B R R R R R e
© 0O N O U~ W N B O © 0 N o o M W N B O

30

noneys collected fromthe taxes; authorizing penalties; and
maki ng appropriations,” anended August 7, 1969 (P.L.225), is
amended to read:

Section 15. Disposition of Pari-mutuel Pools.--Every
corporation authorized under this act to conduct pari-nutuel
betting at a harness horse race neeting on races run thereat
shall distribute all suns deposited in any pari-nmutuel pool to
the holders of winning tickets therein, provided such tickets be
presented for paynment before April first of the year follow ng
the year of their purchase, less fifteen per centum of the total
deposits plus the breaks, and as to harness horse race neetings
hel d within school districts of the first class during the years
1963, 1964, 1965, 1966, 1967, 1968, 1969, 1970 and 1971 | ess

sevent een per centum of the total desposits plus the breaks, and

as to harness horse race neetings held within school districts

of the second class during the year 1971 and thereafter | ess

sevent een per centumof the total deposits plus the breaks. At

the cl ose of each racing day, the permt hol der out of the
anount retained on said day by said permt holder, shall pay,
t hrough the Departnment of Revenue into the State Treasury for
credit to the State Harness Racing Fund, a tax of five per
centum of the anmount wagered each day, which tax is hereby

i nposed, and as to harness horse race neetings held within
school districts of the first class during the years 1963, 1964,
1965, 1966, 1967, 1968, 1969, 1970 and 1971 the permt hol der
shall pay the school district in which the harness horse race
neeting is held a tax of two per centum of the anmbunt wagered
each day, which tax is hereby inposed for general school

pur poses and as to harness horse race neetings held within

school districts of the second class during the year 1971 and
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thereafter the pernmt holder shall pay the school district, in

whi ch the harness horse race neeting is held, or if in a

reorgani zed school district, then to the unit of that district

in which such neeting is held, a tax of two per centum of the

anount wagered each day, which tax is hereby i nposed for schoo

pur poses, and as to other permt holders, a tax of two per
centum of the anmount wagered each day is inposed and shall be
paid to the Departnent of Commerce to be distributed by the
Secretary of Commerce to eligible boroughs having a popul ati on
of less than ten thousand, eligible townships having a
popul ati on of |ess than twelve thousand, each of their
muni ci pality authorities, or county authorities authorized to
servi ce the borough or township, for projects providing for the
construction, rehabilitation, alteration, expansion, or

i mprovenent of water facilities, sewage disposal facilities and
access roads, in anobunts not to exceed twenty-five per centum of
the cost thereof, in accordance with regul ati ons pronul gated by
the Secretary of Conmerce and approved by the Governor. No

di stribution shall be made in connection with any project unless
it is determ ned that the project:

(1) Is not in conflict with prograns of other departnents of
t he Conmonweal t h;

(2) |Is not inconsistent with an existing devel opnent pl an
for the nunicipality;

(3) Could not otherw se be financed;

(4) WII either strengthen the incone-producing capability
of the municipality, or inprove the health and safety of the
comunity; and

(5) |Is necessary to orderly conmunity devel opnent.

In addition, each permt holder shall be allowed to retain
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the odd cents of all redistribution to be made on all nutuel
contributions exceeding a sumequal to the next lowest multiple
of ten, subject to a tax of fifty per centumof the total sum of
such odd cents, which tax is hereby inposed and shall be paid by
the permt holder to the Departnent of Revenue for credit to the
Pennsyl vani a Sire Stakes Funds, which fund is hereby
appropriated to the Pennsyl vani a Harness Raci ng Comm ssion for

distribution in accordance with the terns of this act.
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Section 2. This act shall take effect imediately.
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