PRINTER S NOo. 415

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 381 %7

I NTRODUCED BY GALLEN, BRUNNER, ENGLEHART AND HOPKI NS
MARCH 1, 1977

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON STATE GOVERNMENT, MARCH 1, 1977

OCO~NOUITARWNE

AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of June 29, 1953 (P.L.304, No.66), entitled "An
act providing for the admnistration of a statew de system of
vital statistics; prescribing the functions of the State
Department of Health, the State Advisory Health Board and
| ocal registrars; inmposing duties upon coroners,
prot honotaries, clerks of orphans' court, physicians,

m dwi ves and ot her persons; requiring reports and
certificates for the registration of vital statistics;

regul ating the disposition of dead bodies; limting the

di scl osure of records; prescribing the sufficiency of vital
statistics records as evidence; prescribing fees and
penal ti es; and revising and consolidating the laws relating
thereto,” requiring the issuance of certified birth
certificates.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 401, act of June 29, 1953 (P.L. 304,

No. 66), known as the "Vital Statistics Law of 1953," is anended
to read:

Section 401. Birth Registration: General Provisions.--A
certificate of each birth occurring in this Commonweal t h shal
be filed with the local registrar of the district in which the
birth occurs within a period prescribed by regul ati ons of the

Advi sory Health Board. The certificate shall be prepared, signed
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and filed by the attendi ng physician or licensed mdw fe, except
that when there is no attendi ng physician or |icensed mdwfe
the certificate shall be prepared, signed and filed (1) by the
father, or (2) in the event of his death, disability or absence,
by the nother, or (3) in the event of her death or disability,
by the househol der of the prem ses or superintendent of the
institution in which the birth occurs, or (4) in the event of

t he absence or disability of all persons heretofore naned, then
by such person acquainted with the facts as the | ocal registrar

shall designate. On receipt of the certificate, the bureau shal

issue a certified copy of the birth certificate to the parents

or parent of the child.

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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