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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 398 “%°

INTRODUCED BY R. MACKENZIE, M. BROWN, CONKLIN, GILLEN, HAMM,
M. MACKENZIE, NEILSON, ROWE, SIEGEL, ZIMMERMAN, BARTON AND
TAKAC, MARCH 14, 2023

AS AMENDED ON SECOND CONSIDERATION, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
JUNE 29, 2023
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AN ACT
oy c . i L <mn
AMENDING TITLE 35 (HEALTH AND SAFETY) OF THE PENNSYLVANIA <--
CONSOLIDATED STATUTES, PROVIDING FOR AWARDS TO FIRST

RESPONDERS.
The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
hereby enacts as follows:
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SECTION 1. TITLE 35 OF THE PENNSYLVANIA CONSOLIDATED <--
STATUTES IS AMENDED BY ADDING A CHAPTER TO READ:

CHAPTER 79C

EMERGENCY RESPONDER DECORATIONS, MEDALS AND AWARDS

SUBCHAPTER

A. PRELIMINARY PROVISIONS (RESERVED)

B. KEYSTONE FIRST RESPONDER AWARD

SUBCHAPTER A

PRELIMINARY PROVISIONS

(RESERVED)

SUBCHAPTER B

KEYSTONE FTIRST RESPONDER AWARD

SEC.

79C11. DEFINITIONS.

79C12. KEYSTONE FIRST RESPONDER AWARD.

7/9C13. RECIPIENTS.

§ 79C11. DEFINITIONS.

THE FOLLOWING WORDS AND PHRASES WHEN USED IN THTIS CHAPTER

SHATLT HAVE THE MEANINGS GIVEN TO THEM IN THTIS SECTION UNLESS THE

CONTEXT CLEARLY INDICATES OTHERWISE:
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"AWARD." THE KEYSTONE FTIRST RESPONDER AWARD AWARDED UNDER

THIS SUBCHAPTER.

"EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES PROVIDER." AS DEFINED IN SECTION

8103 (RELATING TO DEFINITIONS).

"FIRST RESPONDER." ANY OF THE FOLTLOWING:

(1) AN EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES PROVIDER, FIREFIGHTER

OR MEMBER OF A RESCUE COMPANY.

(2) A PEACE OFFICER.

(3) A 911 DISPATCHER.

(4) A CORONER OR MEDICAL EXAMINER WHO RESPONDS IN AN

OFFICIAL CAPACITY TO AN EMERGENCY.

(5) A CORRECTIONS OFFICER.

(6) A FEDERAL LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER.

(7) A COUNTY OR LOCAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT COORDINATOR.

"IN THE LINE OF DUTY." THE TERM INCLUDES THE TIME SPENT AT

THE SCENE OF AND TRAVEL TO AND FROM A BONA FIDE EMERGENCY OR, IN

THE CASE OF A 911 DISPATCHER, SUFFERING A FATAL HEART ATTACK OR

STROKE WHILE ON DUTY OR NOT LATER THAN 24 HQOURS AFTER

PARTICIPATING IN ANY JOB REQUIRED TRAINING OR EXERCISE OR

PERFORMING DISPATCHING DUTIES IN RESPONSE TO A 911 EMERGENCY

CALL TS PRESUMED TO HAVE DTIED AS A RESULT OF THE PERFORMANCE OF

HIS DUTIES FOR PURPOSES OF THIS ACT.

"PEACE OFFICER." AS DEFINED IN 18 PA.C.S. § 501 (RELATING TO

DEFINITTIONS) .

§ 79C12. KEYSTONE FIRST RESPONDER AWARD.

(A) COMPOSITION.--THE AWARD SHALL CONSIST OF A PLAQUE AND A

MEDAL.

(B) PRESENTATION.--THE GOVERNOR OR THE GOVERNOR'S DESTIGNEE

SHATLT PRESENT AN AWARD TO A FIRST RESPONDER APPROVED BY THE

COMMITTEE OR SURVIVING NEXT OF KIN DURING A PUBLIC CEREMONY HELD
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ON, OR AS NEAR AS PRACTICABLE TO, SEPTEMBER 27 OF EACH YEAR.

(C) COMMITTEE.--THE AWARD SHALL BE ADMINISTERED BY A

COMMITTEE IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE FOLLOWING:

(1) THE COMMITTEE SHATLTL CONSIST OF':

(1) THE STATE FTRE COMMISSIONER.

(IT) THE DIRECTOR OF THE PENNSYILVANTIA EMERGENCY

MANAGEMENT AGENCY.

(ITTI) THE DIRECTOR OF THE BUREAU OF EMERGENCY

MEDICAL SERVICES WITHIN THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH.

(IV) THE SECRETARY OF GENERAL SERVICES.

(V) THE COMMISSIONER OF PENNSYLVANIA STATE POLICE.

(VI) THE PENNSYLVANTA STATE TODGE OF THE FRATERNAL

ORDER OF POLICE.

(VIT) THE PRESIDENT OF THE PENNSYLVANIA CHIEFS OF

POLTICE ASSOCIATION.

(VITT) THE DIRECTOR OF THE PENNSYLVANIA NATIONAL

EMERGENCY NUMBER ASSOCIATION.

(IX) THE DIRECTOR OF THE PENNSYLVANIA STATE CORONERS

ASSOCIATION.

(X) THE PRESTDENT OF THE PENNSYLVANIA STATE

CORRECTIONS OFFICERS ASSOCIATION.

(2) THE COMMITTEE SHALL CHOOSE A CHATRPERSON FROM TTS

MEMBERS .

(3) THE COMMITTEE SHALL DEVELOP CRITERIA FOR THE AWARD

IN ACCORDANCE WITH THIS SUBCHAPTER. THE COMMITTEE SHALL

CONSIDER THE RECEIPT OF ANY BENEFITS FROM A FEDERAL OR STATE

PROGRAM AS EVIDENCE OF QUALTFICATION TO RECEIVE AN AWARD.

(D) CHOTICE OF RECIPIENTS.--THE COMMITTEE SHATIL PROVIDE A

LIST OF POTENTIAL RECIPTENTS, AND THE GOVERNOR SHATLTL CHOOSE THE

RECIPIENTS OF THE AWARD FOR EACH YEAR.
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§ 79C13. RECIPIENTS.

(A) RECTIPIENT.--AN AWARD MAY BE AWARDED TO ANY OF THE

FOLLOWING:

(1) A FIRST RESPONDER WHO SUFFERS A CAREER-ENDING INJURY

IN THE LINE OF DUTY.

(2) THE SURVIVING NEXT OF KIN OF A FIRST RESPONDER WHO

IS KILLED OR SUSTAINS A FATAL INJURY TN THE LINE OF DUTY.

(3) A FEDERAL LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER WHO SUFFERS A

CAREFER-ENDING INJURY IN THE LINE OF DUTY ASSISTING A STATE OR

LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY IN THIS COMMONWEALTH.

(4) THE SURVIVING NEXT OF KIN OF A FEDERAL LAW

ENFORCEMENT OFFICER WHO SUSTAINS A FATAL TINJURY WHILE

ASSTISTING A STATE OR LOCAL TLAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY TN THTS

COMMONWEALTH.

(B) SUBMISSION OF INFORMATION TO COMMITTEE.--THE HEAD OR

EXECUTIVE OFFICER OF AN ENTITY OR AGENCY THAT A FIRST RESPONDER

WAS A MEMBER OR EMPLOYEE OF MAY SUBMIT TO THE COMMITTEE IN

WRITING THE NAME AND A DESCRIPTION OF AN INDIVIDUAL UNDER THE

FOLLOWING CATEGORIES:

(1) A FIRST RESPONDER WHO WAS KILLED OR SUFFERED A

CARFER-ENDING INJURY IN THE LINE OF DUTY.

(2) A FEDERAL LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER WHO WAS KILLED OR

SUFFERED A CAREER-ENDING INJURY ASSISTING A STATE OR LOCAL

LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY IN THIS COMMONWEALTH.

(C) RULES AND GUIDELINES.--

(1) THE COMMITTEE SHALL ESTABLISH RULES AND GUIDELINES

FOR TITS OPERATIONS, FOR THE EXFCUTION OF THIS SUBCHAPTER AND

FFOR THE SUBMISSION OF INFORMATION AND CRTITERIA FOR

EITGIBILTITY UNDER SUBSECTION (B).

(2) THE COMMITTEE SHALL TSSUE A RULE FOR AWARDS ISSUED
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IN 2024 THAT PERMITS THE CONSIDERATION OF FIRST RESPONDERS OR

FEDERAL LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS UNDER SUBSECTION (A) WHO

WERE INJURED OR KILLED IN THE LINE OF DUTY ON OR SUBSEQUENT

TO THREE YEARS PRTOR TO THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS SECTION.

(D) CONSTRUCTION.--

(1) NOTHING UNDER THIS SUBCHAPTER SHALL BE CONSTRUED TO

APPLY TO:

(I) THE ACT OF JUNE 2, 1915 (P.L.736, NO.338), KNOWN

AS THE WORKERS' COMPENSATION ACT.

(IT) THE ACT OF JUNE 28, 1935 (P.L..477, NO.193),

REFERRED TO AS THE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER DISABILITY

BENEFITS TAW.

(ITT) THE ACT OF JUNE 24, 1976 (P.L.424, NO.101),

REFERRED TO AS THE EMERGENCY AND TLAW ENFORCEMENT

PERSONNEL DEATH BENEFITS ACT.

(IV) ANY OTHER DETERMINATION OF BENEFITS.

(2) RECEIPT OF ANY BENEFIT FROM A STATUTE LISTED IN

PARAGRAPH (1) MAY BE USED BY THE COMMITTEE FOR THE PURPOSES

OF SECTION 79C12(C) (3) (RELATING TO KEYSTONE FIRST RESPONDER

AWARD) .

(E) PURPOSE OF AWARD.--THE AWARD SHATLTL ONLY BE FOR

RECOGNITION PURPOSES.

(F) FIRST AWARDS.-—-AWARDS ISSUED UNDER THIS CHAPTER SHALL BE

ISSUED NO SOONER THAN JANUARY 1, 2024.

SECTION 2. THIS ACT SHALL TAKE EFFECT IN 60 DAYS.
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