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AN ACT
Establishing a State grant programto assist school districts
est abl i shing prekindergarten prograns and i nposing powers and
duties on the Departnment of Education and the Secretary of
Educati on.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.
This act shall be known and may be cited as the
Pr eki ndergarten Program I ncentive Act.
Section 2. Definitions.
The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"At-risk students." A student at risk of educational failure

because of limted English proficiency, poverty, conmunity
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factors, truancy, academi c difficulties or economc
di sadvant age.

"Departnment.” The Departnent of Education of the
Commonweal t h.

"Eligible children.” Children three years of age or ol der.

"Prekindergarten program" A preschool or nursery school
program established for eligible children as defined by this
act .

"Qualified staff." Teachers certified in early chil dhood
education and teacher aides with training in early chil dhood
educat i on.

Section 3. Purpose.

The grants are intended to act as an incentive to encourage
school districts to establish and nmaintain prekindergarten
prograns that enable at-risk students to be academi cally
successful and to make the prograns available to eligible
children in their district.

Section 4. Incentive grants.

Begi nning with the 2003-2004 fiscal year and continuing each
school year thereafter, the departnent shall award incentive
grants to eligible school districts in order to encourage these
institutions to establish quality prekindergarten prograns and
make them available to eligible children in their district or
geogr aphi cal area.

Section 5. Eligibility and funding.

(a) Cuidelines.--The departnment shall establish guidelines
for grant recipients' eligibility and the anbunt of grant
awards. The departnment shall allocate grants to eligible school
districts fromfunds appropriated by the General Assenbly for

the inplenentation of this act.
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(b) Requirenents.--School districts eligible for the grant

shal | :
(1) Operate or plan to operate a prekindergarten
program
(2) Denonstrate the ability to offer a quality
preki ndergarten program The quality of the progranms will be

determ ned by:

(i) Meeting the needs of children and pronoting
physi cal, social, enotional and cognitive devel opnent.

(1i) Enploying qualified staff, including teachers
certified in early chil dhood educati on.

(1i1) Stressing parental involvenent in the

pr eki ndergarten program and gi vi ng parents needed

resources to better understand and enhance their

children's grow h.

(iv) Linking children and their parents to

i nsurance, nutrition, physical and nental health care and

devel opnent al screening services.

(3) Make the prekindergarten program avail able to al
eligible students in the district, including targeting those
t hat woul d be considered at-risk students.

(4) Conply with such application requirenments, rules or
standards as may be pronul gated by the departnent pursuant to
section 7.

(c) Preference in funding.--Preference in funding should be
given to school districts on the education enpowernent |ist or
an education enpowernment district as defined in Article XVII-B
of the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), known as the
Publ i ¢ School Code of 1949, that would establish quality

pr eki ndergarten prograns.
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Section 6. Use of funds.

The grants provided for by this act nmay be used to:

(1) Establish a quality preschool programaligned with

the current academ c standards contained in 22 Pa Code, Ch. 4

(relating to acadeni ¢ standards and assessnents).

(2) Plan a curriculum and purchase those nmaterials
necessary to carry it out.
(3) Hre certified staff to teach and qualified
t eacher's ai des.
Section 7. Duties of departnent.

(a) Applications.--Gant applications shall be filed on a
formand in such manner as determ ned by the departnment. The
application shall address the determ nation of eligibility
pursuant to section 5.

(b) Budget subm ssion.--The departnment shall annually, as
part of the departnent's budget proposal subnmitted to the
Governor, include an estimate of State funds required for the
ensuing fiscal year to fund the grants provided by this act.
Section 8. Rules and regul ations.

The departnent may pronul gate such rules and regul ati ons
necessary to admni ster and enforce this act.

Section 9. Program eval uati on.

(a) GCeneral rule.--The departnment shall conduct an annual
eval uation of the prekindergarten programto determne its
ef fectiveness in providing prekindergarten prograns to the
eligible children

(b) Use of evaluation.--This evaluation shall be used to
determ ne the overall effectiveness of whether prekindergarten
education prograns conducted by the school districts inprove the

cl assroom | earni ng environnment and academ c progress of students
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toward the established academ c standards.

(c) Report to General Assenbly.--At the conclusion of every
school year in which prekindergarten program grants are awarded,
t he departnent shall prepare a conprehensive report outlining
its findings concerning the effectiveness of the prekindergarten
prograns. This final report shall be nmade to the Governor and to
the chairman and mnority chairman of the Education Conmittee of
the Senate and the chairman and minority chairman of the
Educati on Cormittee of the House of Representatives no |ater
than July 1 at the end of the school year.

Section 10. Effective date.
This act shall take effect July 1, 2003, or inmediately,

whi chever is |ater.
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