PRINTER S N0 2346

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 264 %5

| NTRODUCED BY DALEY, DeWEESE, PETRONE, HARHAI, SHANER, ROBERTS,
LESCOVI TZ, HALUSKA, KAI SER AND TRI CH, JUNE 21, 2001

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON | NTERGOVERNMENTAL AFFAI RS,
JUNE 21, 2001
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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON
Relating to participation in and | egislative approval of
recommendati ons and reports of the Northeast Regi onal Haze

Pl anning Organi zation prior to inplenmentation in

Pennsyl vani a, and urgi ng the Departnent of Environnental

Protection to convene stakehol der process.

WHEREAS, The United States Environnmental Protection Agency
(U.S. EPA) has pronul gated regul ations (64 Fed. Reg. 35713, July
1, 1999) establishing a |long-term 65-year programto address
sources of regional haze adversely affecting visibility at
certain national parks and w | derness areas pursuant to
authority vested by the Clean Air Act Amendnents of 1990; and

WHEREAS, Congress has appropriated funds to U S. EPA for the
establ i shment of Regi onal Pl anning O ganizations (RPGs) to
assi st states in the devel opnment of |ong-range plans for
addr essi ng regi onal haze; and

WHEREAS, The Conmonweal th of Pennsylvania is a nmenber of the
Ozone Transport Conm ssion (OTC), which is serving as the

Nor t heast Regi onal Pl anni ng Organi zation for Regional Haze (NE
RPO) and which has been identified by U S. EPA as one of five
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RPCs to assist in the devel opnent of regional haze control plans
and policies; and

WHEREAS, Reduci ng em ssions contributing to regional haze may
entail costly regulatory control strategies directed at nany
sectors of economc activity in the Cormonweal th of
Pennsyl vani a, including electric power generation, various
i ndustrial and manufacturing processes, auto and truck
transportation, burning related to forestry and agriculture, and
construction activities; and

WHEREAS, Control strategies for reducing regional haze could
overlap or duplicate those otherwise required to conply with the
Nati onal Anmbient Air Quality Standards pronul gated and revi sed
fromtime to tinme by U S. EPA for the protection of public
heal th and wel fare; and

WHEREAS, Reduci ng regional haze and protecting visibility in
a cost-effective manner is inportant to the people and econony
of the Commonweal th of Pennsylvania, is an interstate issue
concerning public welfare, is highly technical and conpl ex and
is subject to alternative control approaches; and

WHEREAS, Pennsyl vani a has taken | eadership in the invol venent
of stakehol ders for the solution of conplex environnental
probl ens t hrough the Departnent of Environnmental Protection's
Sout hwest Pennsyl vani a Ozone St akehol ders and Lehi gh
Val | ey/ Sout heast ern Pennsyl vani a Ozone St akehol ders processes;
and

WHEREAS, U.S. EPA regul ati ons provi di ng gui dance for the
del i berati ons of regional planning organizations contenpl ate
st akehol der invol venent in RPO pl anni ng and deci si on nmeki ng; and

WHEREAS, Enhanci ng public notice and participation in the

regi onal haze activities of the Northeast Regional Planning
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Organi zation for Regional Haze, including the devel opnent of
recommendati ons, reports or interpretations, will help to ensure
public confidence in the fairness of any regulatory requirenents
that may be proposed for inplenentation by the Commonweal t h of
Pennsyl vani a; therefore be it

RESCLVED (the House of Representatives of the Conmonweal t h of
Pennsyl vani a concurring), That the Secretary of Environnental
Protection of the Comonweal t h of Pennsyl vani a be encouraged to
attend and participate in the proceedings of the OIC acting in
its capacity as Northeast Regional Planning O ganization for
Regi onal Haze and that the Secretary of Environnmental Protection
provi de an annual report of the activities of the Northeast
Regi onal Pl anning Organi zation for Regional Haze to the General
Assenbly; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the Secretary of Environnental Protection
convene a stakehol der process anong public and private sector
representatives in the Comonweal th of Pennsylvania to help
devel op policies and positions on control strategies for
regi onal haze for conmunication to the Northeast Regi onal
Pl anni ng Organi zation for Regional Haze, such process to include
representatives of the General Assenbly, the Pennsylvania Public
Utility Comm ssion, public interest and environnent al
organi zations and affected industries; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the Secretary of Environmental Protection seek
to ensure that any reports or reconmendati ons of the Northeast
Regi onal Pl anning Organi zation for Regional Haze are consi stent
with the energy and environnmental policies of the Commonweal th
of Pennsylvania as reflected by the acts of the Ceneral
Assenbly; and be it further

RESCLVED, That, except as otherwi se may be required by
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Federal law, no final recommendations or report or other action

of the Northeast Regional Planning O ganization for Regional

Haze i npose any new or different requirenments upon the regul ated

community or citizens of the Commonweal th of Pennsyl vani a unl ess

approved or enacted by the General Assenbly; and be it further
RESCLVED, That copies of this resolution be transmtted to

t he Governor; each nenber of the Congress of the United States

from Pennsyl vani a; the Secretary of Environnental Protection;

t he chai rman, nmenbers and executive director of the Pennsylvani a

Public Utility Comm ssion; the Adm nistrator and Region 1|1

Adm ni strator of the United States Environnmental Protection

Agency; and the executive director of the Northeast QOzone

Transport Conmi ssi on.
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