PRINTER S N0 167

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 161 %5

| NTRODUCED BY B. SM TH, CLARK, GEI ST, COWAELL, BARD, GANNQCN, COY,
SAYLOR, PETTIT, BELARDI, MASLAND, HALUSKA, SEMMEL, NAILOR,
FEESE, EGOLF, GORDNER, READSHAW PHI LLIPS, DeLUCA, FI CHTER
TI GUE, SCHULER, MAI TLAND, TRELLO, BOSCOLA, WOGAN, SHANER,
STABACK, KENNEY, SAI NATO, RUBLEY, STURLA, WOJNAROSKI,
DEMPSEY, FAI RCH LD, BAKER, BROME, M LLER, CLYMER, MELIQ
SCHRODER, Di G ROLAMO, SATHER, ZUG HESS, OLASZ, DALEY,
McCALL, | TKIN, SCRIMENTI, STERN, TRUE, E. Z. TAYLOR FARGO
HERVAN, L. |. COHEN, J. TAYLOR JAMES, LUCYK, WLT AND
CASORI O, JANUARY 29, 1997

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, JANUARY 29, 1997
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AN ACT
Amrending Titles 18 (Crimes and O fenses) and 54 (Nanes) of the
Pennsyl vani a Consol i dated Statutes, requiring the
Pennsyl vania State Police to receive notification when the
court orders a change of nane for a person with a crim nal
record; and regul ati ng change of name after conviction of a
f el ony.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Title 18 of the Pennsyl vania Consoli dat ed
Statutes is anmended by adding a section to read:

8 9115. Change of nane of person with a crimnal history.

(a) GCeneral rule.--Wenever the court of commpn pl eas of any

county receives a petition for a change of nane under 54 Pa.C. S.

(relating to nanes), the court shall request the Pennsyl vani a

State Police to conduct a crimnal history investigation to

establi sh whether or not the petiti oner has been convicted of a
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fel ony, m sdeneanor or a summary offense whi ch upon second

convi ction woul d be graded a m sdeneanor. The court shal

provide, with the request, a set of the petitioner's

fingerprints. The court may charge the petitioner for the costs

of this investigation, including fingerprinting, but shal

rei nburse the Pennsyl vania State Police for such costs. The

Pennsyl vania State Police shall make a report of its

i nvestigation to the court within ten days of the request for

(b)Y Transmittal of infornmation.--To ensure the conti nued

accuracy of crimnal history records, the court shall report to

t he Pennsyl vania State Police the change of nane that it grants

by order to any person who was the subject of an investigation

under subsection (a).

(c) Exception.--The procedure in this section shall not

apply to proceedi ngs i nvol vi ng:

(1) An election to resune a prior surnane pursuant to 54

Pa.C.S. § 704 (relating to divorced person nay resune prior

(2) Nane changes involving nmnor children i n adopti on

proceedi ngs pursuant to 23 Pa.C.S. 8 2904 (relating to nane

of adopt ee).

Section 2. Sections 701 and 702 of Title 54 are anended to
read:

§ 701. Court approval required for change of nane.

(a) GCeneral rule.--1t shall be unlawful for any person to
assunme a nane different fromthe name by which such person is
and has been known, unless such change in nanme is made pursuant
to proceedings in court as provided by this chapter.

(b) Informal change of nane.--Notw thstandi ng subsection
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(a), a person may at any tine adopt and use any nane if such
name i s used consistently, nonfraudul ently and exclusively. The

adopti on of such nane shall not however be in contraventi on of

the prohibitions contained in section 702(b) (relating to change

by order of court).

§ 702. Change by order of court.

(a) GCeneral Rule.--The court of common pleas of any county

may by order change the name of any person resident in the
county.

(b)Y Convicted fel ons. --

(1) The court may order a change of nane for a person

convicted of a felony, subject to provisions of paragraph

(2), if:

(i) at least two cal endar years have el apsed from

the date of conpletion of a person's sentence and that

person i s not subject to the probati on or parole

jurisdiction of any court, county probati on agency or the

Pennsyl vani a Board of Probati on and Parol e; or

(ii) the person has been pardoned.

(2) The court may not order a change of nane for a

person convi cted of nurder, voluntary nmansl aughter, rape,

i nvoluntary devi ate sexual intercourse, statutory sexual

assaul t, sexual assault, aggravated i ndecent assault, robbery

as defined in 18 Pa.C.S. 8 3701(a)(1)(i) (relating to

robbery), aggravated assault as defined in 18 Pa.C. S. §

2702(a)(1) or (2) (relating to aggravated assault), arson as

defined in 18 Pa.C.S. § 3301(a) (relating to arson and

rel ated of fenses), kidnapping, or robbery of a notor vehicle,

or crimnal attenpt, crimnal conspiracy or crim nal

solicitation to conmit any of the offenses |isted above, or
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an equi valent crine under the laws of this Commonwealth in

effect at the tine of the conm ssion of that of fense, or an

equi valent crinme in another jurisdiction.

(3) The court shall notify the Ofice of Attorney

CGCeneral, the Pennsylvania State Police and the office of the

district attorney of the county in which the person resides

when a change of nane for a person convicted of a fel ony has

been ordered. The Pennsyl vania State Police, upon receipt of
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this notice, shall include the change of nane infornmation in
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the central repository as provided for in 18 Pa.C.S. Ch. 91
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(relating to crimnal history record i nfornmation).
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Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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