PRINTER S NO. 986

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 140 5

| NTRODUCED BY SEMMVEL, Tl GUE, ARMSTRONG BAKER, BASTI AN, BEBKO-
JONES, CAUSER, EGOLF, FAIRCH LD, GABI G GOCDNVAN, GRUCELA,
O NEI LL, PIPPY, SATHER, ZUG AND STERN, MARCH 11, 2003

| NTRODUCED AS NONCONTROVERSI AL RESCLUTI ON UNDER RULE 35,
MARCH 11, 2003
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A RESCLUTI ON

Decl aring the week of March 16 through 22, 2003, as "Wat her
Emer gency Preparedness Wek" in Pennsyl vani a.

WHEREAS, Each year natural disasters threaten the |ives and

property of Pennsyl vani ans; and

VWHEREAS, | n 1998 severe tornadoes caused extensive | osses and

damage to private and public property and resulted in a Federal
di saster declaration for the Commonweal th of Pennsyl vani a; and

WHEREAS, In 1999 Hurricane Floyd and Hurricane Dennis caused
extensive flooding in 15 Pennsylvania counties; and

WHEREAS, These events and others in six federally declared
di sasters in 1996 have created very serious threats to public
health and safety, and recovery fromthem has strai ned State,
county and muni ci pal resources; and

WHEREAS, O the range of natural disasters that can occur in
this Cormonweal th, flooding is the nost common; and

WHEREAS, Due in part to our nountainous terrain and our

nati on-| eadi ng 45,000-m | e network of rivers, creeks and
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streans, Pennsylvania is recognized as one of the nost fl ood-
prone states; and
WHEREAS, It is the responsibility of the Pennsylvani a
Emer gency Managenent Council to help State, county and nuni ci pal
governments prepare for and respond to these disasters; and
WHEREAS, Annual |y the Pennsyl vani a Ener gency Managenent
Agency, with county emergency nmanagenent officials and the
United States National Wather Service, adm nisters a weekl ong
weat her energency preparedness programto alert citizens and
el ected officials to severe weat her-rel at ed dangers; and
WHEREAS, In addition to educational and public information
prograns, a three-day Statew de exercise provides county and
| ocal energency personnel, schools, hospitals, nursing honmes and
day-care centers the opportunity to test their emergency
response plans and procedures; and
WHEREAS, During that week the Pennsyl vania Energency Al ert
System which provides an essential conmunications |ink between
government and citizens during an energency, is tested Statew de
t hrough over 400 radio and television stations; therefore be it
RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives declare the week
of March 16 through 22, 2003, as "Wather Energency Preparedness

Week" in Pennsyl vani a.
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