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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 137 5

| NTRODUCED BY HALUSKA, REBER, GODSHALL, M CHLOVI C, DeVEESE,
READSHAW FI CHTER, LYNCH, BAKER, OLASZ, M N WRI GHT, MERRY
ARGALL, RUBLEY, STABACK, BELARDI, COY, CARONE, VAN HORNE
L. 1. COHEN, GEI ST, SHANER, MELI O WALKO, CAPPABI ANCA, | TKI N
HORSEY, JAROLIN, TRELLO, HERMAN, DeLUCA, M HALICH, JGOSEPHS,
STERN, M LLER, BELFANTI, BOSCOLA AND COLAlI ZZO, NAY 3, 1995

AS AVENDED, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES, JUNE 19, 1995
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A RESOLUTI ON
Directing the Tourism and Recreati onal Devel opnent Commttee and

t he Environnmental Resources and Energy Conmittee jointly to

study, eval uate and make recommendati ons regardi ng the

establ i shment of overnight facilities and associ ated
aneniti es on Commonweal t h-owned | ands.

WHEREAS, Tourismis this Conmonweal th's nunber two industry,
enpl oyi ng over 300, 000 peopl e and generating over $17 billion in
direct and indirect travel er spending; and

WHEREAS, A | arge percentage of this job creation and
travel er spendi ng has been centered in urban and suburban
regions of this Commonwealth to the exclusion of rural

communi ties, many of which possess abundant natural resources,

i ncl udi ng gare—tands,— forest | ands and State parks; and <—

WHEREAS, Thirty-seven mllion travelers visit this
Commonweal th's State parks annually, providing the potential for
significant job creation and mllions of dollars in new rural

spendi ng; and
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WHEREAS, Many of our rural comunities are unable to benefit
significantly fromthese Commonweal t h- owned properties due to a
| ack of lodging and other facilities necessary for overnight
stays; and

WHEREAS, As a direct result of this lack of infrastructure,
95% of the visitors to Pennsylvania' s State parks are day
trippers, a fact which significantly |essens the econom c i npact
t hat these travel ers have on | ocal econom es; and

WHEREAS, Studies have indicated that a | arge percentage of
park visitors would stay overnight if provided the opportunity;
and

WHEREAS, This is especially true of senior citizens,

i ndi vi dual s who are di sabl ed, urban residents and worKki ng
coupl es; and

WHEREAS, Many of our bordering states and the Federal
Gover nment have recogni zed the potential for economc
devel opnent and job creation by creating such facilities and
have permtted |limted devel opnment of certain state and nati onal
par ks; and

WHEREAS, Extended-stay facilities would afford visitors a
speci al opportunity to | earn about the historical and ecol ogi cal
devel opnent of this Commonwealth, to study the rare and
endangered species unique to the area and to study the inpact of
human activities on the diverse environnments and ecosystens of
t hi s Cormonweal th; and

WHEREAS, Many of the current visitors to the State parks and
forests are not canping or tenting enthusiasts; and

WHEREAS, These visitors could be afforded the opportunity to
participate in natural outdoor activities; and

WHEREAS, O her states have found that these facilities can
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be provided in harnony with the recreational, educational and
envi ronnment al preservation m ssions of governnent while
affording the opportunity for reasonable and responsible tourism
devel opnent wi t hout degradation of the state's uni que natural
resources; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives direct the
Touri sm and Recreational Devel opnent Conmittee and the
Envi ronment al Resources and Energy Conmittee jointly to study,
eval uate and make recommendati ons regardi ng the establishnment of
overnight facilities and associ ated anenities on Commonweal t h-
owned | ands and the inpact of the sane on tourism the econony
and the environnent; and be it further

RESOLVED, THAT THE COWM TTEES REVI EW THE CURRENT STATUS OF <—
DEVELOPMENT | N AND AROUND STATE PARK AND FOREST LAND AND WHETHER
SUCH DEVELOPMENT, AS I T MAY | MPACT ANY OR ALL PARKS AND FORESTS,
I S COMPLI MENTARY OR DETRI MENTAL TO THE CONTI NUED USE OF THE
PARKS AND FORESTS FOR RECREATI ON, ENVI RONMENTAL EDUCATI ON AND
THE PRESERVATI ON OF THE NATURAL NATI VE FEATURES AND RESOURCES,
I NCLUDI NG, BUT NOT LIMTED TO, FLORA AND FAUNA OF THE PARKS AND
FORESTS; AND BE | T FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT THE COWM TTEES SHALL STUDY AREAS I N PROXIM TY
TO STATE PARKS AND FORESTS AND MAKE RECOMVENDATI ONS AS TO
WHETHER ANY NEED FOR FUTURE DEVELOPMENT OF OVERNI GHT HOSPI TALI TY
FACI LI TI ES CAN BEST BE ACCOVMODATED BY PRI VATE DEVELOPMENT
OFFSI TE OR ONSI TE OF STATE PARKS AND FORESTS. THE STUDY SHALL
ALSO | NCLUDE OTHER STATES VWH CH HAVE PROGRAMS TO PROHI BI T,
RESTRICT, LIMT OR PERM T PRI VATE DEVELOPMENT OF PARK AND FOREST
LANDS; AND BE I T FURTHER

RESCLVED, That the conmm ttees may conduct studies, hold

heari ngs and take testinony at such places, within and w t hout
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this Cormmonweal th, as the conmm ttees deem necessary. Each nenber
of the commttees shall have power to adm ni ster oaths and
affirmations to witnesses appearing before the conmttees; and
be it further

RESOLVED, That the expenses, NOT TO EXCEED $50, 000, incurred
by the conmittees in carrying out their responsibilities,
including, but not limted to, per diemand travel expenses
incurred by the nenbers and regular staff, stenographic charges
and ot her incidental expenses, be paid from appropriate accounts
under control of the Chief Cerk; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the Tourism and Recreational Devel opnment
Committee and the Environnental Resources and Energy Comm ttee
shall make a joint report to the House of Representatives on
their activities, findings and recomrendati ons on or before
Cctober 1, 1996, and shall issue interimreports to the House of

Representatives as the commttees may deem necessary.
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