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A RESCLUTI ON

Declaring May 5, 1991, as "Jacob Lawrence Day" in the
Commonweal t h of Pennsyl vani a.

WHEREAS, Jacob Lawrence was born in Atlantic Cty, New
Jersey, in 1917 and spent his early years in Easton,
Phi | adel phi a and Harl em and

WHEREAS, As a teenager, he studied under recogni zed African-
Anerican artists and cane into contact with the | eaders of
Harlem s intellectual conmunity; and

WHEREAS, Hi s paintings reflect the African-Anerican
experience, wth special enphasis placed on scenes from 19th
century American history and the Bl ack experience; and

WHEREAS, In the late 1930's, Jacob Lawrence painted two
series of pictures depicting scenes fromthe lives of 19th
century African-American heroes, Frederick Douglass and Harri et
Tubman; and

WHEREAS, On May 4, 1991, the Phil adel phia Museum of Art w ||

present the Frederick Douglass and Harriet Tubman series of



pai ntings together in their entirety for the first tinme; and
WHEREAS, Jacob Lawrence will make a rare public appearance on
Sunday, May 5, 1991, at the Phil adel phia Miseum of Art; and
WHEREAS, Jacob Lawrence is an internationally acclained
artist and national cultural treasure; therefore be it
RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives declare May 5,

1991, as "Jacob Law ence Day" in the Conmonweal t h of
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Pennsyl vani a.
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