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AN ACT

Providing for a systemof evaluation and for periodic review of

certain units of State Government and providing for their

term nation in certain circunstances.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and nay be cited as the "Sunset Act.”
Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shall
have unl ess the context clearly indicates otherw se, the
meani ngs given to themin this section:

"Agency." Any agency, board, conmm ssion, committee, council
or simlar unit of State Governnent.

"Prelimnary performance audit.”™ A witten report on the

exam nation and review of the financial condition and

per formance of an agency conducted by the O fice of the Auditor



1 Ceneral and containing a descriptive narrative of such financi al
2 condition and perfornance.

3 Section 3. Leadership Commttee.

4 There is hereby created a joint conmttee of the General

5 Assenbly to be known as the Leadership Comm ttee. The Leadership
6 Conmittee shall be conposed of the Speaker of the House of

7 Representatives, the President pro tenpore of the Senate, and

8 the Magjority and Mnority | eaders of the House of

9 Representatives and the Senate. The Speaker of the House of

10 Representatives shall serve as the tenporary chairman of the

11 commttee until such time as the conmttee shall elect a

12 chairman. Menbers of the Leadership Committee nay designate

13 alternates who will have the sane powers and duties as regul ar
14 nmenbers.

15 Section 4. Powers and duties of the Leadership Comm ttee.

16 The comm ttee shall have the power and its duty shall be:

17 (1) to study the legislative oversight structure;

18 (2) to assign the responsibility for the review and

19 eval uati on of each agency schedul ed for such revi ew and
20 eval uati on under the provisions of this act to an appropriate
21 standi ng commttee of the Senate or the House of
22 Represent ati ves;
23 (3) to schedule and assign to an appropriate standing
24 committee a review and eval uation of any agency project, or
25 program not otherw se provided for in this act, either by
26 majority vote of the nmenbers of the commttee or by
27 concurrent resolution of the General Assenbly; and
28 (4) to utilize the staff of the Budget and Fi nance
29 Committee in the adm nistration of its duties.

30 Section 5. Eval uati on and revi ew.
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(a) The standing conmittee designated by the Leadership
Committee as responsible for the evaluation and review of an
agency shall develop a plan for such evaluation and review in
conjunction with representatives of the agency being eval uated,
the Ofice of the Auditor Ceneral, the Governor's Budget Ofice
and the Legislative Reference Bureau.

(b) Such standing commttee shall hold at |east one public
heari ng for each evaluation and review of an agency. At such
publ i c hearing, the highest ranking officer or an individual
appointed by him shall testify concerning the need for
conti nued exi stence of that agency. The standing comm ttee shal
receive other testinony at such public hearing as it shall deem
appropri at e.

(c) Such standing commttee shall elicit information in each
eval uati on and review of an agency fromthe Ofice of the
Audi tor General and the Governor's Budget O fice as to the
financial efficiency of the agency being revi ewed.

(d) Such standing commttee shall nake a determ nation in
each eval uation and review as to whet her the agency shall be
term nated. The standing commttee shall base its determ nation
on the followng criteria:

(1) whether termnation would significantly harm or
endanger the public health, safety or welfare;

(2) whether there is overlap or duplication of effort by
ot her agencies that permt the term nation of the agency;

(3) whether there is a nore econom cal way of
acconpl i shing the objectives of the agency;

(4) whether there is a denonstrated need, based on
service to the public, for the continuing existence of the

agency;
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(5) whether the operation of the agency has been in the
public interest;

(6) whether the agency has encouraged public
participation in the making of its rules and decisions, or
whet her the agency has permitted participation solely by the
persons it regul ates;

(7) whether there is an alternate, less restrictive
nmet hod of providing the same services to the public; and

(8) such other criteria as may be established by the
Leadership Conmitt ee.

(e) Such standing committee shall draft a report concerning
each evaluation and review, stating in that report its findings,
determi nation as to whether the agency in question should be
continued, altered or term nated, the reasons for such a
determ nati on and appropriate drafts of legislation if the
agency is to be continued or altered. The report shall be
avai l abl e for public inspection in the offices of the Chief
Clerks of the Senate and House of Representatives. The report
shall be placed before the General Assenbly on or before the
first session day of Septenber of the year in which the agency
in question is scheduled for term nation under section 6(a), or
if the agency in question is not schedul ed under section 6(a),
then the report shall be placed before the General Assenbly as
directed by the Leadership Comm ttee.

(f) On or before March 1 of the year in which the agency in
guestion is scheduled for term nation under section 6(a), or if
the agency in question is not schedul ed under section 6(a), then
by a date determ ned by the Leadership Commttee, the standing
commttee designated by the Leadership Committee as responsible

for the evaluation and review of that agency shall receive:
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1 (1) fromthe Ofice of the Auditor Ceneral, a

2 prelimnary performance audit of that agency; and

3 (2) fromthe Legislative Reference Bureau, a report

4 outlining all legislation then in effect pertaining to the
5 creation, operation, duties, powers and fundi ng of that

6 agency.

7 Section 6. Termnation of agencies.

8 (a) The follow ng agencies shall termnate all activities
9 and shall go out of existence according to the follow ng

10 schedul e:

11 (1) On Decenber 31, 1981

12 State Lottery Conmi ssion

13 Bi cent enni al Conmi ssi on of Pennsyl vani a

14 State Farm Products Show Conmi ssi on

15 M| k Marketing Board

16 Prof essi onal Standards and Practi ces Conm ssion
17 St at e Board of Cosnet ol ogy

18 State Board of Barber Exam ners

19 State Board of Mdtor Vehicle Manufacturers, Dealers
20 and Sal esnen

21 State Real Estate Conm ssion

22 Pennsyl vani a Securities Conm ssion

23 State Veterans Conmm ssi on

24 St at e Harness Raci ng Conmi ssi on

25 St at e Horse Raci ng Comm ssi on

26 Pennsyl vani a Fi sh Conmi ssi on

27 Pennsyl vani a Gane Conmi ssi on

28 State Board of Exam ners of Architects

29 State Board of Landscape Architects

30 State Board of Auctioneer Exam ners
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State Board of Private Academ c School s
State Board of Private Business School s
State Board of Private Correspondence School s
State Board of Private Trade School s
Anthracite M ne Inspectors' and El ectrical
I nspectors' Exam ning Board
Bi t um nous M ne I nspectors' and El ectrical
I nspectors' Exam ning Board
Citizens Advisory Council (DER)
Environnental Quality Board
Envi ronnent al Hearing Board
On Decenber 31 1983:
Pennsyl vani a Li quor Control Board
Pennsyl vania Public Utilities Comm ssion
Pennsyl vani a Drug, Device, and Cosnetic Board
St at e Board of Pharmacy
State Board of Optonetrical Exam ners
State Board of Osteopathic Exam ners
State Board of Nurse Exam ners
State Board of Exam ners of Nursing Hone
Admi ni strators
Pennsyl vani a Tur npi ke Conmi ssi on
Hazar dous Substances Transportati on Board
State Transportation Conm ssion
State Board for the Exam nation of Public Accountants
State G vil Service Conmm ssion
State Board of Public Welfare
State Conservation Comm ssion
Governor's Energy Counci l
State Athletic Conm ssion
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State Board of Education
Board of State College and University Directors
Commi ssi on on Charitable O ganizations
State Council of G vil Defense
Public Safety Comm ssion
Pennsyl vani a Conm ssi on for Wnen
Governor's Council on Drug and Al cohol Abuse
On Decenber 31, 1985:
State Board of Chiropractic Exam ners
State Board of Podiatry Exam ners
State Board of Veterinary Medical Exam ners
Pennsyl vani a Board of Psychol ogi st Exam ners
Mobi | e Honme Standards Advi sory Conmi ssion
State Registration Board for Professional Engineers
State Board of Funeral Directors
State Board for Certification of Sewage Treat nent
Pl ant and Waterwor ks QOperators
State Board for Certification of Sewage
Enforcenent O ficers
Pennsyl vani a Labor Rel ati ons Board
Pennsyl vani a Human Rel ati ons Conmi ssi on
State Board of Vocational Rehabilitation
Pennsyl vani a I ndustrial Devel opnent Authority
I ndustrial Board
Banki ng Board
Pennsyl vani a Hi storical and Museum Conmi ssi on
State Art Conm ssion
State Pl anni ng Board
Pennsyl vani a Par kway Conmm ssi on
Advi sory Heal th Board
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Conpr ehensi ve Heal th Pl anni ng Advi sory Counci
State Dental Council and Exam ni ng Board

State Board of Medical Education and Licensure
Board of Property

Bui | di ng and Loan Board

Governor's Justice Comm ssion

(b) Agencies termnated shall be given until June 30 of the
year following the one in which they are termnated to wi nd up
their affairs. During that period the Governor nmay petition the
CGeneral Assenbly for a review of the term nation but the agency
shall be term nated unless the General Assenbly passes a law to
the contrary.

(c) The ternms of office of appointees of an agency
term nat ed under subsection (a) shall end on June 30 of the year
foll owi ng term nation.

(d) Unless the legislation continuing or altering the agency
speci fies otherw se, the agency shall, every six years, again be
subject to evaluation and revi ew under section 5 and to
term nation as otherw se provided in this section.

Section 7. Newly created agenci es.

An agency created after Novenber 1, 1979, shall be assigned
to an appropriate standing commttee for a review and eval uati on
following a period of four years after the creation of such an
agency every six years thereafter.

Section 8. Primacy of enployees of term nated agenci es.

Enpl oyees of agencies term nated under section 6(a), who have
civil service status or who are covered by union contracts shal
fill any existing vacancies within the adm nistrative branch of
State Governnent in their grade and position. If there are nore

enpl oyees than vacant positions at the tine of term nation, then
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1 such term nated enpl oyees shall receive enploynment in the first
2 vacancies that shall thereafter exist in their grade and rank.
3 Section 9. Causes of action.

4 The provisions of this act shall not affect any liability

5 incurred or right accrued or vested or affect any suit pending
6 or to be instituted to enforce any right under the authority of
7 any act or part thereof repealed by this act.

8 Section 10. General repeal.

9 Al'l acts or parts of acts are repealed insofar as they are
10 inconsistent herewth.
11 Section 11. Effective date and term nati on.
12 This act shall take effect on January 1, 1980, and shal
13 expire on Novenber 30, 1994.
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