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A RESCLUTI ON

Designating the nmonth of April 1993 as "Sexual Assault Awareness
Mont h. "

WHEREAS, Sexual violence has a devastating inpact on the
lives of sexual assault victins in this Conmonweal th; and

WHEREAS, Sexual violence affects all racial, ethnic,
econoni ¢, geographic and social groups, regardless of age or
gender; and

WHEREAS, The incidence of recorded rapes continues to rise
with over 3,000 victins in Pennsylvania reporting assaults to
t he police each year; and

WHEREAS, Many victins of sexual assault are di scouraged from
reporting the offense to police due to feelings of guilt,
enbarrassnment, fear and anxiety so that the true incidence of

rape extends beyond the nunber of reported acts; and
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WHEREAS, The probl ens of acquai ntance rape on our college and
uni versity canpuses continue to present chall enges; and

WHEREAS, There is a need for public understanding of the
dynam cs of all forns of sexual violence; and

WHEREAS, There is a need for a broader understanding of the
dynam cs of acquai ntance rape and sexual harassnent in our
educational institutions and in the workpl ace; and

WHEREAS, The denmand for support for sexual assault victins in
rape crisis centers throughout this Commonweal th continues to
ri se; and

WHEREAS, Rape crisis centers nmust rely on public support
t hrough conmunity awar eness and education in order to inpact
upon the crinme of sexual violence; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives recognize the
need to pronote an awareness of the nature and extent of sexual
violence in this Commonweal th and to devel op appropriate
strategies to conbat such violence; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives recognize the
need to educate children and all citizens of this Commonweal th
on hel pful techniques to prevent sexual violence in the hone and
community; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives recognize the
need to work with hospitals, |aw enforcenent agencies,
educational institutions and the private sector toward creating
an environment in which victinms of sexual violence receive the
support necessary to help themcope with their victimzation;
and be it further

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives recognize the
i nportant work of the rape crisis centers in providing support

and advocacy for sexual assault victinms, as well as their
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commtrent to public education on sexual assault issues; and be
it further

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives designate the
nmonth of April 1993 as "Sexual Assault Awareness Mnth" and
encourage all of its nenbers to participate in the events that
will occur in their conmunities at that tinme, as well as to

pronote the preventive and supportive work of the rape crisis
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centers located in their districts.
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