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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION

Session of
NO. 8 2003

| NTRODUCED BY STAIRS, S. H SM TH, RCEBUCK, ARGALL, BAKER,
BELFANTI, CALTAG RONE, CAPPELLI, CLYMER, COY, CRElI GHTON,
CURRY, DALEY, DeWEESE, J. EVANS, FAI RCH LD, FLEAGLE, FLI CK,
FREEMAN, GEI ST, CGEORGE, GOODVAN, GORDNER, GRUCELA, HARHAI
HARHART, HARPER, HARRI' S, HENNESSEY, HERMAN, HERSHEY, HESS,
H CKERNELL, HUTCHI NSQON, JAMES, JOSEPHS, KI RKLAND, LAUGHLI N
LEH, LYNCH, MAI TLAND, MAJOR, MANDERI NO, Ml LHATTAN, MELI G,
S. MLLER PRESTON, READSHAW REED, REI CHLEY, RUBLEY, SATHER
SAYLOR, SCAVELLO, SCRI MENTI, SHANER, B. SM TH, SOLOBAY
STERN, R STEVENSON, T. STEVENSQON, SURRA, THOVAS, TI GUE
WALKO, WLT, YOUNGBLOOD, ZUG WANSACZ, PALLONE AND HORSEY,
JANUARY 29, 2003

AS AVENDED, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES, FEBRUARY 11, 2003
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A RESOLUTI ON

Est abl i shing the Comm ssion on Rural Education (CORE) to exam ne

and study the status of rural education in this Comobnweal th

and make recommendati ons for enhancing the quality of

education in rural comunities.

WHEREAS, According to the Center for Rural Pennsylvania, nore
than 2.8 mllion Pennsylvanians reside in rural conmunities
wi thin this Conmonweal t h; and

VWHEREAS, Data fromthe United States Census Bureau reveals
that during the 1990s the nunber of rural residents between the
ages of 36 and 54 increased by nearly 7% whil e the nunber of
rural residents between the ages of 25 and 35 declined by 8%
and

WHEREAS, The economic climate in rural Pennsylvani a depends

greatly on the ability of schools to graduate and retain
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i ndi vi dual s possessing the know edge and skills necessary for
success in the job nmarket of the region; and

WHEREAS, The ability to inprove the readi ness of rural
children to enter school is significantly dependent on inproving
the availability of and access to prograns and services with the
capacity to neet the basic needs of rural children; and

VWHEREAS, There continues to be a debate within the
educational research conmunity regarding the affect a school's
geographi c size and student popul ati on size have on the quality
of education and the offering of other services such as
transportation; and

WHEREAS, Since children need a safe physical environnment in
which to learn, the quality of school facilities is an inportant
consideration in review ng whether rural schools are neeting the
needs of the student popul ation; and

WHEREAS, The ability of rural schools to attract and retain
qual ity teachers and administrators is critical to ensuring
student access to a | earning environnment which prepares themfor
a successful future; and

WHEREAS, Rapi d technol ogi cal advancenents significantly
chal I enge rural school s; and

WHEREAS, The capability of schools to provide state-of-the-
art equi pment for students and updated training for teachers is
crucial to ensuring that graduates of rural schools are able to
conpete with their peers in postsecondary education and the work
force; and

WHEREAS, In a struggling econonmy where resources are scarce
and the existing systemof taxing real estate remains the
predom nant nmeans of raising |ocal revenue, it is essential to

ascertain that taxpayers in rural areas are getting the best
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academ c return for their investnent; and

WHEREAS, Wth the underlying principle of education being
that all children can learn and all children nust be afforded
the opportunity to learn, it is critical to evaluate
alternatives to the traditional public education systemand the
i npact those prograns have on access to quality education; and

WHEREAS, Because research has denonstrated that nmany
graduates of rural schools |eave the area permanently to gain
access to affordabl e postsecondary educati onal opportunities or
pursue a desired career choice, access to quality guidance and
career counseling is critical to ensuring that students in rural
school s nmake informed deci sions about their academ c and
prof essi onal future; and

WHEREAS, The chal | enges faced by rural schools are
significant, so the General Assenbly and the Congress of the
United States nust enact neasures enabling rural schools and
their students to prosper; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives establish the
Commi ssion on Rural Education (CORE) of the Commobnwealth to:

(1) Conpile data on rural Pennsylvania, including
denogr aphi cs and | abor market information.

(2) Reviewthe availability, affordability and quality
of school readi ness progranms and services, including, but not
limted to, child care and early chil dhood educati on.

(3) Evaluate the inpact of transportation services on
student access to rural schools and the cost of operating
rural school s.

(4) Conpile and anal yze data on the academ c performance
of students attending rural schools, including, but not

limted to, an evaluation of scores fromthe Pennsyl vani a
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1 System of School Assessnent (PSSA), the nunmber of advanced

2 pl acenent courses offered and the nunber of students enrolled
3 i n advanced pl acenent courses, graduation rates and rates of
4 enrol | ment in postsecondary education institutions.

5 (5) Conpile and anal yze data on the revenues and

6 expenditures of rural school districts, including a review of
7 results fromthe Standard and Poor's School Eval uation

8 Ser vi ces.

9 (6) Examine the delivery of special education prograns
10 and services, including the costs, access and quality.

11 (7) Examine the availability and utilization of

12 alternative prograns of elenentary and secondary educati on,
13 including, but not limted to, private and parochi al schools,
14 charter schools, cyber charter schools, comunity education
15 councils, distance |learning, dual enrollnent and hone

16 education, and evaluate the inpact of these progranms on the
17 ability of students to attain Pennsylvania' s academ c

18 st andar ds.

19 (8) Review staffing patterns in rural schools to
20 determ ne the adequacy of the avail able pool of quality
21 teachers and adm nistrators and the inpact of those patterns
22 on educational prograns and make recomendati ons for
23 recruitnment and retention of quality teachers and
24 adm ni strators.
25 (9) Examine the quality of existing facilities in rural
26 school s, including the availability and quality of technol ogy
27 and instructional equipnent and materials, and eval uate the
28 i npact of the facilities on the educational prograns wthin
29 rural school s.
30 (10) Examine the availability, utilization and adequacy
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of vocational -technical, career education and gui dance
counseling progranms in rural regions of this Comonwealth to
determ ne the extent to which these prograns are encouragi ng
students to remain in Pennsylvania, providing students with
the marketabl e skills necessary to obtain enploynent in the
regi on and hel pi ng students to adequately assess their career
options and nake informed deci sions.

(11) Examine the availability and affordability of
post secondary education prograns within rural areas of this
Commonweal th and make recomendati ons for ways to increase
student access to postsecondary education prograns, including
advanced pl acenent prograns.

(12) Review prograns, strategies and laws in place in
ot her states regarding elenentary, secondary and
post secondary education in rural conmmunities.

(13) ldentify exenplary local initiatives and best
practices currently in place and nake reconmendati ons for
replicating the initiatives and practices in other simlar
regi ons of this Conmonweal t h.

(14) Meet with the | eaders of Pennsylvani a' s business
community to determne their involvenent with rural schoo
districts and to consider ways of inproving the quality of
education through the inplenentation of effective business-
educati on partnerships.

(15) Review safety concerns in rural schools,
particul arly special needs relating to geographic |ocations
and the availability and quality of alternative education
prograns for disruptive students.

(16) Meet with nenbers of national organizations working

to inprove the quality of education and comunity life in
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1 rural areas, including the National Center for the Study of

2 Smal | and Rural Schools, the Rural School and Comrunity Trust
3 and the Rural Education Technol ogy Alli ance.

4 (17) Examine the potential inpact of the No Child Left

5 Behi nd Act of 2001 (Public Law 107-110, 115 Stat. 1425) on

6 rural education in this Commonweal t h;

7 and be it further

8 RESCLVED, That the conmmi ssion consist of 25 nenbers appointed
9 as follows:

10 (1) The chairman of the Conmttee on Educati on who shal
11 serve as chai rman.

12 (2) The mnority chairman of the Commttee on Education
13 who shall serve as vice chairnman.

14 (3) The Speaker of the House of Representatives in

15 consultation with the Majority Leader shall appoint six

16 menbers, no nore than three of whom shall be nmenbers of the
17 House of Representatives, and the remaining nenbers shall be
18 two representatives of this State's business conmunity, at

19 | east one of whomrepresents a business |ocated in a rural
20 region of this Commonweal th, and one representative of a
21 | ocal work force investnment board located in a rural region
22 of this Comonweal th. Legislative nenbers shall be nenbers
23 who represent rural |egislative districts.
24 (4) The Mnority Leader of the House of Representatives
25 shal | appoint four nenbers, no nore than two of whom shall be
26 menbers of the House of Representatives and the remaining
27 menbers shall be one representative of a business |located in
28 a rural region of this Conmonweal th and one representative of
29 a local work force investnent board |ocated in a rural region
30 of this Comonweal th. Legislative nenbers shall be nenbers
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who represent rural |egislative districts.

(5) The Secretary of Education or a designee.

(6) The chairperson of the State Board of Education or a
desi gnee.

(7) The chairperson of the Center for Rural Pennsyl vania
or a designee.

(8) Five representatives of the higher education
community: the Chancell or of the State System of Hi gher
Educati on or a designee, one representative appointed by the
Pennsyl vani a Conm ssion for Community Col |l eges, one
representative of State-related universities, one
representative of Pennsylvania' s private coll eges and
uni versities appointed by the Pennsyl vani a Associ ati on of
Col | eges and Universities and one representative froma
Pennsyl vani a proprietary institution appointed by the
Pennsyl vani a Associ ati on of Private School Adm nistrators.

(9) Five representatives fromthe basic education
community: one school admnistrator froma rural area
vocati onal -techni cal school appointed by the Pennsylvani a
Associ ati on of Vocational Adm nistrators, one current chief
school adm nistrator froma rural school district appointed
by the Pennsylvani a Associ ati on of School Adm nistrators, one
current classroomteacher and one forner adm nistrator or
cl assroom teacher froma rural school district each of whom
i s appoi nted by the Pennsyl vania Associ ation of Rural and
Smal | School s and one school board menber froma rural schoo
di strict appointed by the Pennsylvani a School Boards
Associ ati on.

appointnments to the comm ssion are to be nade within 30 days

of the adoption of this resolution; and be it further
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RESCLVED, That the comm ssion have the authority to adopt, by
majority vote of its nmenbership, rules of operation and conduct
of its study; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the conmi ssion be authorized to hire or
contract for such services as it deens necessary and that al
expenses APPROVED BY THE MAJORI TY LEADER incurred or authorized
by the conm ssion be paid fromaccounts under control of the
Chief Cerk; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the comm ssion report its findings together

with its recommendations no |l ater than June 30, 2004.
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