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AMENDMENTS TO HOUSE BI LL NO. 1552
Sponsor: REPRESENTATI VE BOYD
Printer's No. 1972

Amend Tabl e of Contents, page 2, line 1, by striking out al
of said line and inserting

Section 11. Paynents.

Section 12. Incentive paynents.

Section 13. Machinery and Equi pnent Loan Fund eligibility.
Section 14. Expiration.

Section 15. Effective date.

Amend Sec. 2, page 2, by inserting between lines 17 and 18

"Best practices.” Nationally recognized standards devel oped
by organi zations specializing in the control of infectious
di seases such as the Society for Heal thcare Epi dem ol ogy of
America (SHEA), the Association for Infection Control and
Epi dem ol ogy and the Infectious D seases Society of Anerica and
the professionals in nethods recomrendati ons and gui del i nes
devel oped by the Centers for Di sease Control and Prevention and
its National Healthcare Safety Network that shoul d be used by
health care providers to reduce the risk of harmto patients.

Amend Sec. 2, page 4, line 16, by inserting after

facility."

For the purposes of reporting, the termshall only apply to
hospi tal s and nursing hones.

Amend Sec. 2, page 4, by inserting between lines 16 and 17

"Health payor."” An individual or entity providing a group or
i ndi vi dual heal th, sickness or accident policy, subscriber
contract or programissued or provided by an entity subject to
any one of the follow ng:
(1) The act of June 2, 1915 (P.L.736, No.338), known as
the Wbrkers' Conpensation Act.
(2) Section 630 of the act of May 17, 1921 (P.L.682,
No. 284), known as The Insurance Conpany Law of 1921.
(3) The act of Decenber 29, 1972 (P.L.1701, No.364),
known as the Heal th M ntenance Organi zation Act.
(4) The act of May 18, 1976 (P.L.123, No.54), known as
t he I ndividual Accident and Sickness |Insurance M ninmum
St andar ds Act.
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(5) 40 Pa.C.S. Ch. 61 (relating to hospital plan
corporations) or 63 (relating to professional health services
pl an corporations).

Amend Sec. 2, page 4, by inserting between lines 19 and 20

"Medi caid.” The program established under Title Xl X of the
Soci al Security Act (49 Stat. 620, 42 U.S.C. 8 1396 et seq.).

Amend Sec. 2, page 4, lines 26 through 28, by striking out
all of said lines
Amend Sec. 3, page 5, by inserting after line 30

(ix) One individual froma list of two recommended
by the Pennsyl vani a Chanber of Business and | ndustry
chosen fromthe business conmunity representatives
appointed to the council under section 4(b)(4) of the act
of July 8, 1986 (P.L.408, No.89), known as the Health
Care Cost Contai nment Act.

(x) One individual froma list of two recomrended by
t he Pennsyl vani a AFL-Cl O chosen fromthe organi zed | abor
representatives appointed to the council under section
4(b)(5) of the Health Care Cost Contai nnment Act.

Amend Sec. 3, page 6, lines 12 and 13, by striking out "and
pronoti ng those" and inserting

whi ch include inplenmenting nationally recogni zed
standards that pronote

Amend Sec. 3, page 6, line 13, by striking out "that" and
i nserting
to
Amend Sec. 3, page 6, line 29, by inserting a period after
" MDROO'
Amrend Sec. 3, page 6, lines 29 and 30; page 7, lines 1
t hrough 14, by striking out "upon” in line 29 and all of line
30, page 6 and all of lines 1 through 14, page 7 and inserting
(7) Reconmend a net hodol ogy and a defined process using
national ly recogni zed standards for determ ning and assessing
the rate of health care-associated infections that occur in
health care facilities in this Conmonweal th. The process
shal | include establishment of benchmarks to neasure health
care facilities' managenent of health care-associated
i nfections, which the departnment may use during |licensure or
i nspection of a health care facility. Mthodol ogy, process
and benchmar ks shall be reviewed and updated annual ly.

Amend Sec. 3, page 7, by inserting between lines 20 and 21
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1 (11) Recomend systemrequirenents and el enments for

2 heal th care-associated infection electronic serveill ance

3 systens to be used by health care facilities. Consideration
4 shoul d be given to el ements which provide:

5 (1) Extraction of existing electronic clinical data
6 fromhealth care facilities systems on an ongoi ng basi s.
7 (i1i) Translation of nonstandardi zed | aboratory,

8 pharmacy and/ or radi ology data into uniforminformtion
9 that can be anal yzed on a popul ati on-w de basis.

10 (iti1) dinical support, educational tools and

11 training to ensure that information provided under this
12 subsection will lead to change.

13 (tv) dinical inprovenent neasurenment and the

14 structure to provide ongoing positive and negative

15 feedback to health care facilities staff who inpl enent
16 change.

17 (12) Recomend uniformreporting requirenments for health
18 care facilities to report health care-associated infections
19 to the departnment, the council and the authority. The
20 recomendati on shall include the formand content of the
21 required reports.
22 Amrend Sec. 4, page 7, line 22, by striking out "shall" and

23 inserting

24 may

25 Amend Sec. 4, page 8, line 21, by inserting after "on"

26 met hodol ogy, process and

27 Amend Sec. 4, page 9, by inserting between lines 1 and 2

28 (10) Publish a notice in the Pennsylvania Bulletin

29 stating the uniformreporting requirenents, including both

30 formand content, for health care-associated infections based
31 on recommendati ons made by the comm ttee. The uniform

32 reporting requirenments shall apply and be utilized for

33 reports made to the departnment, the council and the

34 authority. The effective date for the commencenent of

35 required reporting by health care facilities consistent with
36 this act, at a mninum shall begin no |ater than 120 days

37 after publication of the notice. Reporting requirenents

38 contained in section 6 of the act of July 8, 1986 (P.L.408,
39 No. 89), known as the Health Care Cost Contai nment Act, as

40 they relate to health care-associated infections shall remain
41 in effect until 120 days after publication of the notice.

42 Amend Sec. 6, page 10, line 17, by inserting after

43 "foll ow ng"

44 if applicable to that particular health care facility
45 Amend Sec. 6, page 10, line 29, by striking out all of said

46 line and inserting
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(2) Health care facilities shall adopt:

Amend Sec. 6, page 11, line 12, by inserting after

“facilities"”
based on recommendati ons made by the comm ttee

Amend Sec. 6, page 11, lines 29 and 30, by striking out al
of said lines

Amend Sec. 8, page 13, line 7, by striking out all of said
line and inserting

(a) Reporting.--
(1) Nursing homes shall report to the counci

Amend Sec. 8, page 13, by inserting between |lines 15 and 16

(2) No later than 120 days following the date the
department publishes the uniformreporting requirenments in
t he Pennsyl vania Bulletin, pursuant to section 7(a)(1),
nursi ng homes shall report information pertaining to
hospi tal -associated infections to the authority in the form
so required by the authority. For the purposes of the
reporting requirenments contained in this section, the
confidentiality protections contained in section 311 of the
act of March 20, 2002 (P.L.154, No.13), known as the Medi cal
Care Availability and Reduction of Error (Mare) Act, shal
apply to nursing hones.

Amend Sec. 8, page 13, line 17, by striking out "board" and
i nserting
comittee
Amend Sec. 8, page 13, lines 20 through 22, by striking out
all of said |ines and inserting

to the departnment, the council and the authority by nursing
hones.

Amend Sec. 8, page 14, by inserting between lines 8 and 9

(2) The annual assessnent anount paid by a nursing
facility shall be a reinbursable cost under the nedi cal
assi stance program The Departnent of Public Wl fare shal
pay each nursing facility, as a separate, pass-through
paynent, an anmount equal to the assessnent paid by a nursing
facility multiplied by the facility's medi cal assistance
occupancy as reported in its annual cost report.

Amrend Sec. 8, page 14, line 9, by striking out "(2)" and

i nserting
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1 (3)

2 Amend Sec. 8, page 14, line 11, by striking out "(3)" and
3 inserting

4 (4)

5 Amend Sec. 8, page 14, line 17, by striking out "(4)" and
6 inserting

7 (5)

8 Amend Sec. 9, page 14, line 23, by inserting after "shall"
9 , based on recommendations of the conmittee,

10 Amend Sec. 9, page 14, line 24, by striking out "systens" and
11 inserting

12 syst em conponents and el enents

13 Amrend Sec. 9, page 14, line 25, by inserting a period after
14 "2008"

15 Amend Sec. 9, page 14, lines 25 through 30; page 15, lines 1
16 through 27, by striking out "to report health care-associat ed
17 infections to the" inline 25 and all of lines 26 through 30,
18 page 14 and all of lines 1 through 27, page 15

19 Amend Sec. 9, page 15, line 28, by striking out "(c)" and
20 inserting
21 (b)
22 Amend Sec. 9, page 15, lines 28 through 30, by striking out
23 "The departnent shall establish reasonable” in Iine 28 and al
24 of line 29 and "facilities to reduce health care-associ at ed
25 infections.” in line 30
26 Amend Sec. 9, page 15, line 30, by inserting after "AI"
27 heal th care
28 Amend Sec. 9, page 16, line 1, by inserting after
29 "benchmarks"
30 established by the departnent pursuant to
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recommendati ons of the commttee
Arend Bill, page 17, by inserting between lines 2 and 3

Section 11. Paynents.

(a) Paynment for performng routine cultures and screenings
in hospitals.--The cost of routine cultures and screenings
performed on patients in hospitals in conpliance with the health
care facility's infection control plan shall be considered a
rei nbursable cost to be paid by health payors and Medi cai d,
subj ect to any copaynent, coinsurance or deducti bl e anmounts
i nposed in any applicable policy or benefit issued by a health
payor or provided by Medicaid and to any agreenments between a
health care facility and a payor or Medi caid.

(b) Paynment for performng routine cultures and screenings
in nursing homes.--The full cost of routine cultures and
screeni ngs perforned on patients in nursing homes in conpliance
with a health care facility's infection control plan shall be
pai d by health payors and Medi cai d.

Section 12. Incentive paynents.

(a) General rule.--Commencing January 1, 2009, a health care
facility that exceeds the benchmark published by the departnent
shall be eligible for an incentive paynent. For cal endar year
2010 and thereafter, the Departnment of Public Wl fare shal
consult with the departnent to establish appropriate percentage
benchmar ks for the reduction of health care-associ ated
infections in health care facilities.

(b) Distribution of funds.--Funds for the purpose of
i npl enmenting this section shall be appropriated to the
Departnment of Public Welfare and distributed to eligible health
care facilities as set forth in this section. Incentive paynents
to health care facilities shall be limted to funds avail abl e
for this purpose.

(c) Funds separate.--Funds appropriated for incentive
paynents shall be separate fromand not otherwi se utilize, rely
on or dimnish funds necessary for paynents to be made to | ong-
termcare facilities for the provision of nursing facility
services and shall be paid in addition to such other paynents.
Section 13. Machinery and Equi pnent Loan Fund eligibility.

(a) Funds available.--Up to $25, 000, 000 of the funds
appropriated by the General Assenbly for the Machinery and
Equi prrent Loan Fund shall be made available for |oan to health
care facilities to assist in acquiring systens or technol ogi es
that assist the facility in reducing health care-associ ated
i nfections. Loans shall not exceed 50% of a health care
facility's cost, which shall be approved by the Departnent of
Community and Econom c Devel opnent.

(b) Criteria.--The Departnment of Comrunity and Econom c
Devel opnent shall develop criteria for evaluating applications
for | oans that consider the fiscal condition of the health care
facility, the ability of the health care facility to inplenent
t he technol ogy and the potential savings through avoi ded costs
and reduced health care facility-acquired infection rates. The
criteria shall be forwarded by the Departnment of Conmunity and
Econom ¢ Devel opnent to the Legislative Reference Bureau for
publication as a notice in the Pennsylvania Bulletin.

(c) Eligibility.--Additionally, to be eligible for a loan, a
health care facility nmust be in conpliance with health care-
associated infection reporting requirenents contained in this
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act, the act of March 20, 2002 (P.L.154, No.13), known as the
Medi cal Care Availability and Reduction of Error (Mare) Act,
and the act of July 8, 1986 (P.L.408, No.89), known as the
Heal th Care Cost Contai nment Act.
Section 14. Expiration.

This act expires Decenber 31, 2012.

Amrend Sec. 11, page 17, line 3, by striking out "11" and

i nserting
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