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A RESOLUTION
Recognizing the 230th anniversary of the signing of the 

Constitution of the United States and honoring the vision and 
perseverance of the framers who crafted our nation's 
governing document during the Constitutional Convention of 
1787.
WHEREAS, The nation's first governing document, the Articles 

of Confederation, was ratified in 1781 and provided for a loose 
confederation of states and a weak central government; and

WHEREAS, The Congress of the Confederation struggled to 
enforce its authority without executive or judicial branches of 
government; and

WHEREAS, Congress endorsed the idea of New York politician 
Alexander Hamilton to convene a Constitutional Convention in 
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Philadelphia in 1787 and invited all 13 states to send delegates 
to the meeting; and

WHEREAS, The Constitutional Convention opened in May 1787, in 
Independence Hall, formerly known as the Pennsylvania State 
House, with 55 delegates that included Gouverneur Morris and 
James Wilson from Pennsylvania, who emerged as leading figures 
in the convention; and

WHEREAS, The delegates, upon extensive debate, realized they 
needed to write a new governing document to address the needs of 
their emerging nation rather than simply amend the Articles of 
Confederation; and

WHEREAS, The framers developed a plan for three coequal 
branches of government, executive, legislative and judicial, and 
devised a system of checks and balances that instilled power in 
and oversight of each branch; and

WHEREAS, Delegates negotiated the Connecticut Compromise, 
which established a bicameral legislature that allowed for one 
chamber to reflect the proportional population of states and 
another to grant all states equal representation; and

WHEREAS, The Constitution of the United States was signed on 
September 17, 1787, first by George Washington and then by 39 of 
the 55 delegates present before being presented to the states 
for ratification; and

WHEREAS, Pennsylvania was the second state to ratify the 
Constitution of the United States on December 12, 1787; and

WHEREAS, Nine states were needed to ratify the document for 
it to take effect with the ninth state ratifying it in June 
1788; and

WHEREAS, Framers agreed to the demands of some states to 
quickly include 10 amendments establishing rights and freedoms 
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for individuals as well as the states, known collectively as the 
Bill of Rights; and

WHEREAS, The Constitution of the United States was written 
with enough foresight that it has endured for 230 years only 
being altered 17 times after the adoption of the Bill of Rights; 
and

WHEREAS, It is fitting that we honor the 230th anniversary of 
the governing document that solidified a fledgling nation, 
proving that inclusion and compromise can create lasting and 
effective governance; and

WHEREAS, The Constitution of the United States as a living 
document has seen our nation through times of war and peace, 
depression and prosperity, growth and change; therefore be it

RESOLVED, That the House of Representatives honor and 
recognize the 230th anniversary of the signing of the 
Constitution of the United States.
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