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A RESOLUTION

Designating May as "Coal Heritage Month" in Pennsylvania.

WHEREAS, Coal mining not only has a major place in the
history of this Commonwealth, but has also contributed greatly
to its economic growth; and

WHEREAS, Northeastern Pennsylvania has the largest deposit of
anthracite coal in the world and is known as the "Coal Region";
and

WHEREAS, The Coal Region encompasses 480 square miles and
originally held 22.8 billion short tons of coal, of which 7
billion tons remain; and

WHEREAS, Coal production reached its pinnacle during World
War I; and

WHEREAS, From the late 19th century to 1950, coal was the
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most popular fuel for heating homes and buildings in the
northeast; and

WHEREAS, Workers came from all over the world to work in
Pennsylvania mines facilitating the ethnic and cultural
diversity of Pennsylvania; and

WHEREAS, There are countless stories of sacrifice, loyalty
and hard work demonstrated throughout the last two centuries by
legendary coal miners who spent long and dark hours in the mines
and families who awaited their daily return from work; therefore
be it

RESOLVED, That the House of Representatives designate the

month of May as "Coal Heritage Month" in Pennsylvania.
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