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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1567 %"

INTRODUCED BY SCAVELLO, V. BROWN, SCHLOSSBERG, DAVIS,
CALTAGIRONE, HAGGERTY, MILLARD, COHEN, YOUNGBLOOD, KORTZ,
GINGRICH, SABATINA, QUINN AND MURT, JUNE 20, 2013

AS AMENDED ON SECOND CONSIDERATION, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
MARCH 11, 2014
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Bepartment—ofHeatth-

REQUIRING HEALTH CARE FACILITIES TO DISSEMINATE INFORMATION <--
RELATING TO PERTUSSIS EDUCATION; AND IMPOSING A DUTY ON THE
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

hereby enacts as follows:
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This—act—shatt—takeeffect—3in60—days~
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

THIS ACT SHALL BE KNOWN AND MAY BE CITED AS THE PERTUSSIS
EDUCATION ACT.

SECTION 2. PURPOSE OF ACT.

THE PURPOSE OF THIS ACT IS TO EDUCATE PARENTS OF NEWBORN
INFANTS REGARDING PERTUSSIS DISEASE AND THE AVATILABILITY OF
VACCINATION TO PROTECT NEWBORN CHILDREN AGAINST PERTUSSIS
DISEASE.

SECTION 3. FINDINGS.

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY FINDS AS FOLLOWS:

(1) COMMONLY KNOWN AS WHOOPING COUGH, PERTUSSIS IS A
HIGHLY CONTAGIOUS DISEASE THAT CAN BE PREVENTED BY
VACCINATION.

(2) DURING 2012, THE CENTERS FOR DISEASE CONTROL AND
PREVENTION (CDC) REPORTED AN INCREASE IN PERTUSSIS IN THE
MAJORITY OF STATES.

(3) PENNSYLVANIA RANKED 13TH IN THE COUNTRY IN THE
INCIDENCE OF REPORTED CASES OF PERTUSSIS.

(4) PENNSYLVANIA'S INCIDENCE OF PERTUSSIS IS HIGHER THAN
THE NATIONAL INCIDENCE OF CASES OF PERTUSSIS.

(5) RECOMMENDED VACCINATION FOR CHILDREN IS AT 2, 4 AND

6 MONTHS OF AGE, FOLLOWED BY VACCINATION AT 15 TO 18 MONTHS
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OF AGE, FOLLOWED BY VACCINATION WHEN THE CHILD ENTERS SCHOOL

WITH THE FINAL VACCINATION WHEN THE CHILD IS BETWEEN 11 AND

12 YEARS OF AGE.

(6) PERTUSSIS CAN CAUSE VERY SERIOUS ILLNESS WHICH CAN
BE POTENTIALLY LIFE THREATENING IN INFANTS TOO YOUNG TO BE
VACCINATED.

(7) MORE THAN HALF OF INFANTS WHO CONTRACT PERTUSSIS
MUST BE HOSPITALIZED.

(8) OF THOSE INFANTS WHO ARE HOSPITALIZED WITH
PERTUSSIS, ABOUT 1 IN 5 WILL GET PNEUMONIA AND 1 IN 100 WILL
DIE.

(9) THE CDC RECOMMENDS THAT FAMILIES AND CAREGIVERS OF
NEWBORNS BE VACCINATED AT LEAST TWO WEEKS PRIOR TO COMING
INTO CLOSE CONTACT WITH A NEWBORN.

SECTION 4. DEFINITIONS.

THE FOLLOWING WORDS AND PHRASES WHEN USED IN THIS ACT SHALL
HAVE THE MEANINGS GIVEN TO THEM IN THIS SECTION UNLESS THE
CONTEXT CLEARLY INDICATES OTHERWISE:

"DEPARTMENT." THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH OF THE COMMONWEALTH.

"HEALTH CARE FACILITY." AS DEFINED IN SECTION 802.1 OF THE
ACT OF JULY 19, 1979 (P.L.130, NO.48), KNOWN AS THE HEALTH CARE
FACILITIES ACT.

SECTION 5. DISSEMINATION OF PERTUSSIS INFORMATION BY HEALTH
CARE FACILITIES.

(A) OPTIONS.--A HEALTH CARE FACILITY THAT PROVIDES HEALTH
CARE SERVICES TO A PREGNANT WOMAN, WHICH SERVICES ARE DIRECTLY
RELATED TO HER PREGNANCY, MAY PROVIDE THE WOMAN, AND ANY OTHER
ADULT FAMILY MEMBER PRESENT, WITH EDUCATIONAL INFORMATION ON
PERTUSSIS DISEASE AND THE AVAILABILITY OF A VACCINE TO PROTECT

AGAINST PERTUSSIS. THE EDUCATIONAL INFORMATION MAY BE PROVIDED
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1 BEFORE THE WOMAN'S DISCHARGE AFTER GIVING BIRTH. PROVISION IN A
2 TIMELY MANNER OF PUBLICATIONS PREPARED BY THE DEPARTMENT UNDER
3 SECTION 6 SHALL CONSTITUTE COMPLIANCE WITH THIS SUBSECTION.

4 (B) CONSTRUCTION.--NOTHING IN THIS SECTION SHALL BE

5 CONSTRUED AS REQUIRING:

6 (1) A HEALTH CARE FACILITY TO PROVIDE OR PAY FOR

7 VACCINATION AGAINST PERTUSSIS.

8 (2) A PREGNANT WOMAN TO RECEIVE VACCINATION AGAINST
9 PERTUSSIS.

10 SECTION 6. INFORMATIONAL PUBLICATIONS BY DEPARTMENT.

11 THE DEPARTMENT SHALL, ON THE DEPARTMENT'S PUBLICLY ACCESSIBLE
12 INTERNET WEBSITE, MAKE AVAILABLE TO HEALTH CARE FACILITIES

13 PRINTABLE PUBLICATIONS THAT INCLUDE INFORMATION ON THE CENTERS
14 FOR DISEASE CONTROL AND PREVENTION'S RECOMMENDATIONS THAT

15 PREGNANT WOMEN, FAMILY MEMBERS AND CAREGIVERS OF INFANTS RECEIVE
16 VACCINATION AGAINST PERTUSSIS TO PROTECT THEIR NEWBORNS FROM THE
17 TRANSMISSION OF PERTUSSIS.

18 SECTION 7. EFFECTIVE DATE.

19 THIS ACT SHALL TAKE EFFECT IN 60 DAYS.
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