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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1559 *%%”

INTRODUCED BY FARINA, BOBACK, NEILSON, SCHLOSSBERG, VITALI,
PEIFER, ROZZI, HELM, BIZZARRO, BROWNLEE, MULLERY, MCNEILL,
MCCARTER, KAVULICH, TRUITT, VEREB, KIM, FLYNN, COHEN, BRIGGS,
V. BROWN, HAGGERTY, CALTAGIRONE, D. COSTA, LONGIETTI, SANKEY,
DiGIROLAMO, O'NEILL, MAHONEY, McGEEHAN, YOUNGBLOOD, GIBBONS,
HARKINS, THOMAS, O'BRIEN, CONKLIN, CLAY, EMRICK, MURT,
PASHINSKI, ENGLISH, DelLUCA, FLECK, ROEBUCK, M. DALEY, KORTZ,
QUINN, WATSON, MARSHALL, BENNINGHOFF, BRADFORD, MIRABITO AND
MATZIE, JUNE 20, 2013

AMENDMENTS TO SENATE AMENDMENTS, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, APRIL
9, 2014
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AN ACT

Amending the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.1l4), entitled "An
act relating to the public school system, including certain
provisions applicable as well to private and parochial
schools; amending, revising, consolidating and changing the
laws relating thereto," in terms and courses of study,
providing for youth suicide awareness and prevention AND FOR
CHILD EXPLOITATION AWARENESS education.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
hereby enacts as follows:
Section 1. The act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.1l4), known

as the Public School Code of 1949, is amended by adding &—

seetiornr SECTIONS to read:
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29 SECTION 1526. YOUTH SUICIDE AWARENESS AND PREVENTION.--=(A) <--

30 A SCHOOL ENTITY MAY ADOPT A YOUTH SUICIDE AWARENESS AND
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PREVENTION POLICY, WHICH MAY, BUT SHALL NOT BE REQUIRED TO, BE

BASED UPON THE MODEL POLICY DEVELOPED BY THE DEPARTMENT UNDER

SUBSECTION (D) (1) . A SCHOOL ENTITY THAT ADOPTS A YOUTH SUICIDE

AWARENESS AND PREVENTION POLICY SHATLL DISTRIBUTE THE POLICY TO

ALL SCHOOL ENTITY EMPIOYES AND TINDEPENDENT CONTRACTORS AND TO

THE PARENT OR LEGAL GUARDIAN OF EACH STUDENT ENROLLED IN THE

SCHOOL ENTITY AND SHALL POST THE POLICY ON THE SCHOOL ENTITY'S

PUBLICLY ACCESSIBLE INTERNET WEBSITE.

(B) A SCHOOL ENTITY MAY DEVELOP AN AGE-APPROPRIATE YOUTH

SUICIDE AWARENESS AND PREVENTION EDUCATION PROGRAM AND MAY

INCORPORATE THE PROGRAM INTO THE SCHOOL ENTITY'S EXTSTING

CURRICULUM FOR STUDENTS TN GRADE STX THROUGH GRADE TWELVE. IN

DEVELOPING THE PROGRAM, THE SCHOOL ENTITY MAY USE THE MODEL

CURRICULUM DEVELOPED BY THE DEPARTMENT UNDER SUBSECTION (D) (2).

(C) (1) BEGINNING WITH THE 2015-2016 SCHOOL YEAR, THE

PROFESSTIONAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN SUBMITTED BY EACH SCHOOL ENTITY TO

THE SECRETARY FOR APPROVAL PURSUANT TO SECTION 1205.1 SHALL

INCLUDE FOUR (4) HOURS OF TRATINING IN YOUTH SUICIDE AWARENESS

AND PREVENTION EVERY FIVE (5) YEARS FOR PROFESSIONAL EDUCATORS

ASSTIGNED TO PROVIDE TINSTRUCTION TO STUDENTS TN GRADE STX, SEVEN,

ETGHT, NINE, TEN, ETLEVEN OR TWEILVE. TRATNING UNDER THTS

SUBSECTION MAY BE USED TO SATISEY A PROFESSTIONAL EDUCATOR'S

CONTINUING PROFESSIONAL EDUCATION REQUIREMENT UNDER SECTION

1205.2.

(2) A SCHOOL ENTITY THAT OFFERS ITS STUDENTS A YOUTH SUICIDE

AWARENESS AND PREVENTION EDUCATION PROGRAM UNDER SUBSECTION (B)

SHALL ENSURE THAT THE PROFESSTIONAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN SUBMITTED

UNDER PARAGRAPH (1) INCLUDES TRAINING IN THE SCHOOL ENTITY'S

YOUTH SUICIDE AWARENESS AND PREVENTION EDUCATION PROGRAM.

(3) A SCHOOL ENTITY MAY PROVIDE YOUTH SUICIDE AWARENESS AND
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PREVENTION EDUCATION TO ITS OTHER EMPLOYES AND INDEPENDENT

CONTRACTORS, IN ADDITION TO ITS PROFESSTONAL EMPLOYES.

(D) WITHIN ONE HUNDRED EIGHTY (180) DAYS OF THE EFFECTIVE

DATE OF THIS SECTION, THE DEPARTMENT, TN CONSULTATTION WITH A

YOUTH SUICIDE PREVENTTION ORGANTZATION OPERATING IN THTS

COMMONWEALTH, SHALL DO ALL OF THE FOLLOWING:

(1) DEVELOP A MODEL YOUTH SUICIDE AWARENESS AND PREVENTION

POLICY AND POST THE MODEL POLICY ON ITS PUBLICLY ACCESSIBLE

INTERNET WEBSITE. THE MODEL POLICY SHALL INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING:

(I) A PROTOCOL FOR ADMINISTERING YOUTH SUICIDE AWARENESS AND

PREVENTION EDUCATION TO STAFFE AND STUDENTS.

(IT) A PROTOCOL THAT TDENTIFIES:

(A) METHODS OF PREVENTION, INCLUDING PROCEDURES FOR EARLY

IDENTIFICATION AND REFERRAL OF STUDENTS AT RISK OF SUICIDE.

(B) METHODS OF INTERVENTION, INCLUDING PROCEDURES THAT

ADDRESS AN EMOTIONAL OR MENTAL HEALTH SAFETY PLAN FOR STUDENTS

IDENTIFIED AS BEING AT INCREASED RISK OF SUICIDE.

(C) METHODS OF RESPONDING TO A SUICIDE OR SUICIDE ATTEMPT BY

A STUDENT OR EMPLOYE OF THE SCHOOL ENTITY.

(D) REPORTING PROCEDURES.

(E) RECOMMENDED RESOURCES ON YOUTH SUICIDE AND YOUTH SUICIDE

AWARENESS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMS, INCLUDING CONTACT INFORMATION

FOR SUCH PROGRAMS.

(2) DEVELOP A MODEL YOUTH SUICIDE AWARENESS AND PREVENTION

CURRICULUM AND MAKE THE MODEL CURRICULUM AVATILABLE TO ALL SCHOOL

ENTITIES AND, UPON REQUEST, TO NONPUBLIC SCHOOLS.

(3) COMPILE, DEVELOP AND POST ON ITS PUBLICLY ACCESSIBLE

INTERNET WEBSTTE RECOMMENDED GUIDELINES AND EDUCATIONAL

MATERIALS FOR THE TRAINING REQUIRED UNDER SUBSECTION (C), WHICH

MAY INCLUDE MATERTIATS WHICH ARE ATLREADY PUBLICLY AVATLABLE. IN
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PROVIDING THE TRAINING REQUIRED UNDER SUBSECTION (C), A SCHOOL

ENTITY SHALL NOT BE REQUIRED TO USE THE GUIDELINES AND MATERTALS

DEVELOPED AND MADE AVAILABLE BY THE DEPARTMENT.

(E) (1) THE STATE BOARD SHALT CONDUCT A STUDY REGARDING THE

MANNER TN WHICH YOUTH SUICIDE AWARENESS AND PREVENTTION EDUCATION

IS OFFERED BY SCHOOL ENTITIES IN THIS COMMONWEALTH.

(2) IN DEVELOPING THE STUDY REQUIRED UNDER THIS SUBSECTION,

THE STATE BOARD SHALL CONSULT WITH A YOUTH SUICIDE PREVENTION

ORGANIZATION OPERATING IN THIS COMMONWEALTH.

(3) IN CONDUCTING THE STUDY REQUIRED UNDER THIS SUBSECTION,

THE STATE BOARD SHALL REQUEST THAT EACH SCHOOL ENTITY PROVIDE

THE STATE BOARD WITH TINFORMATTION CONCERNING WHETHER THE SCHOOL

ENTITY OFFERS SUCH INSTRUCTION AND THE MANNER IN WHICH SUCH

INSTRUCTION IS OFFERED. EACH SCHOOL ENTITY SHALL PROVIDE THE

INFORMATION TO THE STATE BOARD IN RESPONSE TO A REQUEST UNDER

THIS PARAGRAPH.

(4) FOLLOWING THE 2016-2017 SCHOOL YEAR, BUT NOT LATER THAN

NOVEMBER 30, 2017, THE STATE BOARD SHALL ISSUE A REPORT TO THE

GOVERNOR, THE SECRETARY, THE CHATRMAN AND MINORITY CHATRMAN OF

THE EDUCATION COMMITTEE OF THE SENATE AND THE CHATRMAN AND

MINORTITY CHATRMAN OF THE EDUCATION COMMITTEE OF THE HOUSE OF

REPRESENTATIVES ADDRESSING THE FOLLOWING:

(I) THE NUMBER OF SCHOOL ENTITIES ADOPTING A YOUTH SUICIDE

AWARENESS AND PREVENTION POLICY.

(IT) THE NUMBER OF SCHOOL ENTITIES ADOPTING THE MODEL YOUTH

SUICIDE AWARENESS AND PREVENTION POLICY DEVELOPED BY THE

DEPARTMENT UNDER SUBSECTION (D) (1).

(ITT) THE NUMBER OF SCHOOL ENTITTIES OFFERING INSTRUCTION IN

YOUTH SUICIDE AWARENESS AND PREVENTION.

(IV) THE NUMBER OF SCHOOL ENTITIES USING THE MODEL YOUTH
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SUICIDE AWARENESS AND PREVENTION CURRICULUM DEVELOPED AND MADE

AVATIABLE BY THE DEPARTMENT PURSUANT TO SUBSECTION (D) (2).

(V) THE NUMBER OF SCHOOL ENTITIES USING THE RECOMMENDED

GUIDELINES AND EDUCATIONAL MATERTATLS COMPILED AND DEVELOPED BY

THE DEPARTMENT UNDER SUBSECTION (D) (3) FOR THE TRAINING REQUIRED

UNDER SUBSECTION (C).

(VI) A DESCRIPTION OF THE MANNER IN WHICH SCHOOL ENTITIES

ARE OFFERING INSTRUCTION IN YOUTH SUICIDE AWARENESS AND

PREVENTION, INCLUDING THE NUMBER OF HOURS OF INSTRUCTION

OFFERED, THE GRADE LEVELS AT WHICH SUCH INSTRUCTION IS OFFERED

AND THE COURSES WITHIN WHICH SUCH INSTRUCTION IS INTEGRATED.

(VIT) RECOMMENDATIONS FOR IMPROVEMENTS TO THE OFFERING OF

INSTRUCTION IN YOUTH SUICIDE AWARENESS AND PREVENTION, INCLUDING

RECOMMENDED LEGISLATION.

(F) FOR PURPOSES OF THIS SECTION, THE FOLLOWING WORDS AND

PHRASES SHALL HAVE THE MEANINGS GIVEN TO THEM IN THIS SUBSECTION

UNLESS THE CONTEXT CLEARLY INDICATES OTHERWISE:

"DEPARTMENT." THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION OF THE
COMMONWEALTH.
"NONPUBLIC SCHOOL." A NONPROFIT SCHOOL, OTHER THAN A SCHOOL

ENTITY, WHERETIN A RESTDENT OF THTS COMMONWEALTH MAY LEGALLY

FULFILL THE COMPULSORY SCHOOL ATTENDANCE REQUIREMENTS OF THIS

ACT AND WHICH MEETS THE REQUIREMENTS OF TITLE VI OF THE CIVIL

RIGHTS ACT OF 1964 (PUBLIC LAW 88-352, 78 STAT. 241).

"PROFESSIONAL EDUCATOR." THE TERM SHALL HAVE THE MEANING

GIVEN TO IT IN SECTION 1205.2(0).

"SCHOOL ENTITY." A SCHOOL DISTRICT, JOINT SCHOOL DISTRICT,

CHARTER SCHOOL, REGIONAL CHARTER SCHOOL, CYBER CHARTER SCHOOL,

INTERMEDIATE UNIT OR AREA VOCATIONAL-TECHNICAL SCHOOL.

"SECRETARY." THE SECRETARY OF EDUCATION OF THE COMMONWEALTH.
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"STATE BOARD." THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION.

SECTION 1527. CHILD EXPLOITATION AWARENESS EDUCATION.--(A)

EACH SCHOOL ENTITY MAY DEVELOP AN AGE-APPROPRIATE CHILD

EXPILOITATION AWARENESS EDUCATION PROGRAM AND MAY INCORPORATE THE

PROGRAM INTO THE SCHOOL ENTITY'S EXTSTING CURRICULUM FOR

STUDENTS IN KINDERGARTEN THROUGH GRADE EIGHT. IN DEVELOPING THE

PROGRAM, THE SCHOOL ENTITY MAY USE THE MODEL GUIDELINES AND

EDUCATIONAL MATERIALS MADE AVATLABLE BY THE DEPARTMENT PURSUANT

TO SUBSECTION (C) (1) AND (2).

(B) (1) BEGINNING WITH THE 2015-2016 SCHOOL YEAR, THE

PROFESSTIONAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN SUBMITTED BY EACH SCHOOL ENTITY TO

THE SECRETARY FOR APPROVAL PURSUANT TO SECTION 1205.1 SHALL

INCLUDE FOUR (4) HOURS OF TRAINING IN CHILD EXPLOTITATION

AWARENESS EVERY FIVE (5) YEARS FOR PROFESSIONAL EDUCATORS

ASSIGNED TO PROVIDE INSTRUCTION TO STUDENTS IN KINDERGARTEN OR

IN GRADE ONE, TWO, THREE, FOUR, FIVE, SIX, SEVEN OR EIGHT.

TRAINING UNDER THIS SUBSECTION MAY BE USED TO SATISEY A

PROFESSTONAL EDUCATOR'S CONTINUING PROFESSTONAL EDUCATION

REQUIREMENT UNDER SECTION 1205.2.

(2) A SCHOOL ENTITY THAT INCORPORATES CHIILD EXPLOITATION

AWARENESS EDUCATION INTO ITS CURRICULUM UNDER SUBSECTION (A)

SHALL ENSURE THAT THE PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN SUBMITTED

UNDER PARAGRAPH (1) INCLUDES TRAINING IN THE SCHOOL ENTITY'S

CHILD EXPLOITATION AWARENESS EDUCATION PROGRAM.

(3) A SCHOOL ENTITY MAY PROVIDE CHTILD EXPILOITATION AWARENESS

TRAINING TO ITS OTHER EMPLOYES AND INDEPENDENT CONTRACTORS, IN

ADDITION TO ITS PROFESSIONAL EMPLOYES.

(C) WITHIN ONE HUNDRED EIGHTY (180) DAYS OF THE EFFECTIVE

DATE OF THIS SECTION, THE DEPARTMENT, THROUGH ITS OFFICE FOR

SAFE SCHOOLS AND IN CONSULTATION WITH AT LEAST ONE ORGANIZATION
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ADDRESSING CHTILD EXPLOITATION, SHALL DO ALL OF THE FOLLOWING:

(1) DEVELOP AND POST ON ITS PUBLICLY ACCESSIBLE INTERNET

WEBSITE MODEL GUIDELINES THAT SCHOOL ENTITIES MAY USE IN

DEVETLOPING AN EDUCATION PROGRAM UNDER SUBSECTION (A).

(2) COMPITLE OR DEVELOP AGE-APPROPRIATE EDUCATTIONAL MATERTALS

REGARDING CHTID EXPILOTITATION AWARENESS, WHICH MAY TNCLUDE

EDUCATIONAL MATERTATLS THAT ARE ATREADY PUBLICLY AVATLABLE, AND

MAKE THE MATERIALS AVATILABLE TO SCHOOL ENTITIES AND, UPON

REQUEST, TO NONPUBLIC SCHOOLS.

(3) COMPILE, DEVELOP AND POST ON ITS PUBLICLY ACCESSIBLE

INTERNET WEBSITE RECOMMENDED GUIDELINES AND EDUCATIONAL

MATERIALS FOR THE TRAINING REQUIRED UNDER SUBSECTION (B), WHICH

MAY INCLUDE MATERTATLS WHICH ARE ATLREADY PUBLICLY AVATLABLE. IN

PROVIDING THE TRAINING REQUIRED UNDER SUBSECTION (B), A SCHOOL

ENTITY SHALL NOT BE REQUIRED TO USE THE GUIDELINES AND MATERIALS

DEVELOPED AND MADE AVATLABLE BY THE DEPARTMENT.

(D) (1) THE STATE BOARD SHALL CONDUCT A STUDY REGARDING THE

MANNER IN WHICH INSTRUCTION IN CHTILD EXPLOITATION AWARENESS IS

OFFERED BY SCHOOL ENTITIES IN THIS COMMONWEALTH.

(2) IN DEVELOPING THE STUDY REQUIRED UNDER THIS SUBSECTION,

THE STATE BOARD SHALL CONSULT WITH AT LEAST ONE ORGANTIZATION

ADDRESSING CHILD EXPLOITATION.

(3) IN CONDUCTING THE STUDY REQUIRED UNDER THIS SUBSECTION,

THE STATE BOARD SHALL REQUEST THAT EACH SCHOOL ENTITY PROVIDE

THE STATE BOARD WITH INFORMATION CONCERNING WHETHER THE SCHOOL

ENTITY OFFERS SUCH INSTRUCTION AND THE MANNER IN WHICH SUCH

INSTRUCTION IS OFFERED. EACH SCHOOL ENTITY SHALL PROVIDE THE

INFORMATION TO THE STATE BOARD IN RESPONSE TO A REQUEST UNDER

THTS PARAGRAPH.

(4) FOLLOWING THE 2016-2017 SCHOOL YEAR, BUT NOT LATER THAN
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NOVEMBER 30, 2017, THE STATE BOARD SHALL ISSUE A REPORT TO THE

GOVERNOR, THE SECRETARY, THE CHATRMAN AND MINORITY CHATRMAN OF

THE EDUCATION COMMITTEE OF THE SENATE AND THE CHAIRMAN AND

MINORTTY CHATRMAN OF THE EDUCATION COMMITTEE OF THE HOUSE OF

REPRESENTATIVES ADDRESSING THE FOLLOWING:

(I) THE NUMBER OF SCHOOL ENTITIES OFFERING INSTRUCTION IN

CHILD EXPLOITATION AWARENESS.

(IT) THE NUMBER OF SCHOOL ENTITIES USING THE MODEL

GUIDELINES AND EDUCATIONAL MATERTALS MADE AVATLABLE BY THE

DEPARTMENT PURSUANT TO SUBSECTION (C) (1) AND (2).

(ITT) THE NUMBER OF SCHOOL ENTITIES USING THE RECOMMENDED

GUIDELINES AND EDUCATIONAL MATERTATLS COMPILED AND DEVELOPED BY

THE DEPARTMENT UNDER SUBSECTION (C) (3) FOR THE TRAINING REQUIRED

UNDER SUBSECTION (B).

(IV) A DESCRIPTION OF THE MANNER IN WHICH SCHOOL ENTITIES

ARE OFFERING INSTRUCTION IN CHTILD EXPLOITATION AWARENESS,

INCLUDING THE NUMBER OF HOURS OF INSTRUCTION OFFERED, THE GRADE

LEVELS AT WHICH SUCH INSTRUCTION IS OFFERED AND THE COURSES

WITHIN WHICH SUCH INSTRUCTION IS INTEGRATED.

(V) RECOMMENDATIONS FOR IMPROVEMENTS TO THE OFFERING OF

INSTRUCTION IN CHILD EXPTOITATION AWARENESS, TINCLUDING

RECOMMENDED LEGISLATION.

(E) FOR PURPOSES OF THIS SECTION, THE FOLLOWING WORDS AND

PHRASES SHALL HAVE THE MEANINGS GIVEN TO THEM IN THIS SUBSECTION

UNLESS THE CONTEXT CLEARLY INDICATES OTHERWISE:

"CHILD EXPLOITATION." THE TERM INCLUDES CHILD ABDUCTION AND

SEXUAL ABUSE OR EXPLOITATION.

"CHILD EXPLOITATION AWARENESS EDUCATION." THE TERM MAY

INCLUDE, BUT NEED NOT BE LIMITED TO, DEFINING CHTILD

EXPLOITATION, RECOGNIZING THE TYPES OF CHILD EXPLOITATION,
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1 CREATING AWARENESS OF WARNING SIGNS OF CHILD EXPLOITATION AND

2 PROVIDING STUDENTS WITH AVOIDANCE STRATEGIES.

3 "DEPARTMENT." THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION OF THE

4 COMMONWEATTH.

5 "NONPUBLIC SCHOOL." A NONPROFIT SCHOOQOL, OTHER THAN A SCHOOL

6 ENTITY, WHEREIN A RESIDENT OF THIS COMMONWEALTH MAY LEGALLY

7 FEULFILL THE COMPULSORY SCHOOL ATTENDANCE REQUIREMENTS OF THIS

8 ACT AND WHICH MEETS THE REQUIREMENTS OF TITLE VI OF THE CIVIL

9 RIGHTS ACT OF 1964 (PUBLIC LAW 88-352, 78 STAT. 241).

10 "SCHOOL ENTITY." A SCHOOL DISTRICT, JOINT SCHOOL DISTRICT,

11 CHARTER SCHOOL, REGIONAL CHARTER SCHOOL, CYBER CHARTER SCHOOL OR

12 INTERMEDIATE UNIT.

13 "SECRETARY." THE SECRETARY OF EDUCATION OF THE COMMONWEALTH.

14 "SEXUAL ABUSE OR EXPLOITATION." THE TERM SHALL HAVE THE

15 MEANING GIVEN TO IT UNDER 23 PA.C.S. § 6303 (RELATING TO

16 DEFINITIONS) .

17 "STATE BOARD." THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION.

18 Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2014, or

19 immediately, whichever is later.
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