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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 1192 *%%”

INTRODUCED BY PICCOLA, DINNIMAN, BROWNE, EARLL, RAFFERTY,

WILLIAMS, BOSCOLA AND ALLOWAY, FEBRUARY 1, 2010

SENATOR PICCOLA, EDUCATION, AS AMENDED, APRIL 20, 2010
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AN ACT

Amending the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.1l4), entitled "An

act relating to the public school system, including certain
provisions applicable as well to private and parochial
schools; amending, revising, consolidating and changing the
laws relating thereto," further providing for definitions;
and providing for empowering the Department of Education,
school districts, schools and parents of school children to
undertake measures necessary to improve the academic
performance of students.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

hereby enacts as follows:
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SECTION 1. THE DEFINITIONS OF "ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE TARGET"

AND "WARNING" IN SECTION 102 OF THE ACT OF MARCH 10, 1949
(P.L.30, NO.14), KNOWN AS THE PUBLIC SCHOOL CODE OF 1949,
AMENDED DECEMBER 23, 2003 (P.L.304, NO.48), ARE AMENDED TO READ:
SECTION 102. DEFINITIONS.--WHEN USED IN THIS ACT THE
FOLLOWING WORDS AND PHRASES SHALL HAVE THE FOLLOWING MEANINGS:
"ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE TARGET." A PERCENTAGE OF STUDENTS IN A
SCHOOL OR SCHOOL DISTRICT REQUIRED TO [SCORE AT A LEVEL EQUAL TO

OR ABOVE PROFICIENT] ACHIEVE A MINIMUM SCORE DETERMINED BY THE

DEPARTMENT IN THOSE SUBJECT AREAS ASSESSED THROUGH A PSSA TEST,

THE KEYSTONE EXAM, AN EQUIVALENT TOCAL ASSESSMENT OR ANOTHER

TEST ESTABLISHED BY THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION TO MEET THE

REQUIREMENTS OF SECTION 2603-B(D) (10) (I) AND REQUIRED UNDER THE

NO CHILD LEFT BEHIND ACT OF 2001 (PUBLIC LAW 107-110, 115 STAT.
1425) [IN ORDER TO ACHIEVE ADEQUATE YEARLY PROGRESS PURSUANT TO]

OR ITS SUCCESSOR FEDERAL STATUTE OR REQUIRED TO ACHIEVE OTHER

STANDARDS ESTABLISHED BY THE DEPARTMENT FOR THE SCHOOL OR SCHOOL

DISTRICT UNDER 22 PA. CODE § 403.3 (RELATING TO SINGLE

ACCOUNTABILITY SYSTEM) .
* k%
"WARNING." CLASSIFICATION AS PROVIDED IN 22 PA. CODE § 403.3

(RELATING TO SINGLE ACCOUNTABILITY SYSTEM) OR SUCCESSOR

STANDARDS PROMULGATED BY THE DEPARTMENT INDICATING THAT A SCHOOL

OR SCHOOL DISTRICT HAS FAILED TO [MAKE] MEET ITS ACADEMIC

20100SB1192PN1871 - 41 -
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PERFORMANCE TARGETS ESTABLISHED BY THE DEPARTMENT FOR ONE YEAR.

SECTION 2. THE ACT IS AMENDED BY ADDING AN ARTICLE TO READ:

ARTICLE XVITI-C

2010 EDUCATION EMPOWERMENT ACT

SECTION 1701-C. DEFINITIONS.

THE FOLLOWING WORDS AND PHRASES WHEN USED IN THIS ARTICLE

SHALL HAVE THE MEANTINGS GIVEN TO THEM IN THIS SECTION UNLESS THE

CONTEXT CLEARLY INDICATES OTHERWISE:

"ACCOUNTABILITY LEVEL 1." CLASSTFICATION AS PROVIDED IN 22

PA. CODE § 403.3 (RELATING TO SINGLE ACCOUNTABILITY SYSTEM), OR

SUCCESSOR STANDARDS PROMULGATED BY THE DEPARTMENT, INDICATING

THAT A SCHOOL OR SCHOOL DISTRICT FATLED TO MEET THE ACADEMIC

PERFORMANCE TARGETS ESTABLISHED BY THE DEPARTMENT FOR TWO

CONSECUTIVE YEARS OR FOR THREE CONSECUTIVE YEARS IN THE SAME

ACADEMIC SUBJECT AND FOR THE SAME STUDENT SUBGROUP.

"ACCOUNTABILITY LEVEL 2." CLASSTIFICATION AS PROVIDED IN 22

PA. CODE § 403.3 (RELATING TO SINGLE ACCOUNTABILITY SYSTEM), OR

SUCCESSOR STANDARDS PROMULGATED BY THE DEPARTMENT, INDICATING

THAT A SCHOOL OR SCHOOL DISTRICT FAILED TO MEET THE ACADEMIC

PERFORMANCE TARGETS ESTABLISHED BY THE DEPARTMENT FOR FOUR,

FIVE, SIX, SEVEN OR ETGHT CONSECUTIVE YEARS TN THE SAME ACADEMIC

SUBJECT AND FOR THE SAME STUDENT SUBGROUP.

"ACCOUNTABILITY LEVEL 3." CLASSIFICATION AS PROVIDED IN 22

PA. CODE § 403.3 (RELATING TO SINGLE ACCOUNTABILITY SYSTEM), OR

SUCCESSOR STANDARDS PROMULGATED BY THE DEPARTMENT, TINDICATING

THAT A SCHOOL OR SCHOOL DISTRICT FAILED TO MEET THE ACADEMIC

PERFORMANCE TARGETS ESTABLISHED BY THE DEPARTMENT FOR AT LEAST

NINE CONSECUTIVE YEARS IN THE SAME ACADEMIC SUBJECT AND FOR THE

SAME STUDENT SUBGROUP.

"DEPARTMENT." THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION OF THE

20100SB1192PN1871 - 42 -
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COMMONWEALTH.

"EDUCATION EMPOWERMENT LIST." THOSE SCHOOL DISTRICTS THAT,

ON THE DAY PRIOR TO THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS ARTICLE, WERE

DESTGNATED BY THE SECRETARY AS HAVING A HISTORY OF I.OW TEST

PERFORMANCE OR A HISTORY OF FINANCTIAT DISTRESS OR AS A

COMMONWEALTH PARTNERSHTP SCHOOL DISTRICT UNDER SECTION 1703-B.

"GOVERNING BODY." THE TERM SHALL INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING:

(1) THE BOARD OF SCHOOL DIRECTORS OF A SCHOOL DISTRICT.

(2) THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF A CHARTER SCHOOL.

(3) THE JOINT OPERATING COMMITTEE OF A COMPREHENSTIVE

VOCATIONAL-TECHNICAL SCHOOL.

"HISTORY OF 1OW TEST PERFORMANCE." A COMBINED AVERAGE OF 50%

OR MORE OF STUDENTS SCORING IN THE BOTTOM MEASURED GROUP OF 25%

IN MATH AND READING ON THE PENNSYLVANIA SYSTEM OF SCHOOL

ASSESSMENT TEST, AN EQUIVALENT TOCAL ASSESSMENT OR ANY OTHER

TEST ESTABLISHED BY THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION TO MEET THE

REQUIREMENTS OF SECTION 2603-B(D) (10) (I), IN THE MOST RECENT TWO

SCHOOL YEARS FOR WHICH SCORES ARE AVAILABLE.

"IMPROVEMENT PLAN." A SCHOOL-LEVEL OR SCHOOL DISTRICT'S PLAN

ESTABLISHED IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 1704-C DESIGNED TO

IMPROVE THE ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE OF A SCHOOL OR A SCHOOL

DISTRICT DESIGNATED FOR ACCOUNTABILITY LEVEL 1, 2 OR 3.

"MAKING PROGRESS." THE STATUS OF A SCHOOL OR SCHOOL DISTRICT

DESIGNATED FOR ACCOUNTABILITY LEVEL 1, 2 OR 3 IN A SCHOOL YEAR

THAT MEETS THE ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE TARGETS ESTABLISHED BY THE

DEPARTMENT IN THE SUBSEQUENT AND MOST RECENT SCHOOL YEAR.

"SCHOOL." A PUBLTIC SCHOOL IN THIS COMMONWEALTH, INCLUDING A

CHARTER SCHOOL, A CYBER CHARTER SCHOOL AND A COMPREHENSTIVE AREA

VOCATIONAL-TECHNICAL SCHOOL.

"SCHOOL YEAR." THE PERIOD OF TIME ELAPSING BETWEEN THE
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OPENING OF THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS IN THE FALL OF ONE YEAR AND THE

CLOSING OF THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS IN THE SPRING OF THE FOLLOWING

YEAR.

"SECRETARY." THE SECRETARY OF EDUCATION OF THE COMMONWEALTH.

"STANDARDS ALIGNED SYSTEM." A COMPREHENSIVE APPROACH TO

SUPPORTING STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT AS DESIGNED AND APPROVED BY THE

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION THAT INCLUDES STANDARDS, ASSESSMENTS, A

CURRICULUM FRAMEWORK, INSTRUCTION, RESOURCES AND MATERIALS AND

INTERVENTIONS.

"STATE PLAN." THE PLAN FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE NO

CHILD IEFT BEHIND ACT OF 2001 (PUBLIC LAW 107-110, 115 STAT.

1425) OR ITS SUCCESSOR FEDERAIL STATUTE APPROVED BY THE UNITED

STATES DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION.

"STATE TEST." THE PENNSYLVANIA SYSTEM OF SCHOOL ASSESSMENT

TEST, THE KEYSTONE EXAM, AN EQUIVALENT LOCAL ASSESSMENT OR ANY

OTHER TEST ESTABLISHED BY THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION TO MEET

THE REQUIREMENTS OF SECTION 2603-B(D) (10) (I) AND REQUIRED UNDER

THE NO CHILD LEFT BEHIND ACT OF 2001 (PUBLIC LAW 107-110, 115

STAT. 1425), OR ITS SUCCESSOR FEDERAL STATUTE, OR REQUIRED TO

ACHTEVE OTHER STANDARDS ESTABLISHED BY THE DEPARTMENT FOR THE

SCHOOL OR SCHOOL DISTRICT PURSUANT TO 22 PA. CODE § 403.3

(RELATING TO SINGLE ACCOUNTABILITY SYSTEM).

"STUDENT SUBGROUP." ONE OF THE SPECIFIC GROUPS OF STUDENTS

FOR WHICH ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE IS MEASURED SEPARATELY UNDER

SECTION 1111 (B) (2) (C) (V) (IT) OF THE NO CHILD LEFT BEHIND ACT OF

2001 (PUBLIC LAW 107-110, 115 STAT. 1425), OR ITS SUCCESSOR

FEDERAL STATUTE.

"VALUE ADDED ASSESSMENT SYSTEM." A STATISTICATL ANALYSTS OF

RESULTS ON THE PENNSYLVANIA SYSTEM OF SCHOOL ASSESSMENT TEST,

THE KEYSTONE EXAM, AN EQUIVALENT TOCAL ASSESSMENT OR ANY OTHER
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TEST ESTABLISHED BY THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION TO MEET THE

REQUIREMENTS OF SECTION 2603-B(D) (10) (I) PURSUANT TO 22 PA. CODE

§ 403.3 (RELATING TO SINGLE ACCOUNTABILITY SYSTEM).

SECTION 1702-C. DESIGNATION OF SCHOOL DISTRICTS AND SCHOOLS.

(A) ANNUAL REPORT.--BY JULY 1 OF EACH SCHOOL YEAR, THE

DEPARTMENT SHALL ISSUE ELECTRONICALLY AN ANNUAL REPORT THAT

SHALL DO THE FOLLOWING:

(1) IDENTIFY THE SCHOOLS AND SCHOOL DISTRICTS THAT HAVE

MET ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE TARGETS FOR ALL STUDENTS AND EOR

EACH STUDENT SUBGROUP FOR THE IMMEDIATELY PRECEDING SCHOOL

YEAR. A SCHOOL OR SCHOOL DISTRICT SHALL BE DEEMED TO HAVE MET

ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE TARGETS WHERFE THE MINIMUM PERCENTAGE OF

STUDENTS IN A SCHOOL OR SCHOOL DISTRICT ACHTIEVES A MINIMUM

SCORE ON THE STATE TEST. A SCHOOL OR SCHOOL DISTRICT MAY ALSO

BE DEEMED TO HAVE MET ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE TARGETS WHERE THE

SCHOOL OR SCHOOL DISTRICT HAS DEMONSTRATED SIGNIEFICANT GROWTH

IN STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT AS SET FORTH IN THE STATE PLAN OVER

THE PREVIOUS SCHOOL YEAR BASED ON VALUE ADDED ASSESSMENT

SYSTEM DATA.

(2) IDENTIFY THE SCHOOLS AND SCHOOL DISTRICTS THAT HAVE

AND HAVE NOT MET ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE TARGETS FOR ALL

STUDENTS AND FOR EACH STUDENT SUBGROUP FOR THE IMMEDIATELY

PRECEDING SCHOOL YEAR.

(3) DESIGNATE THE SCHOOLS AND SCHOOL DISTRICTS

REFERENCED IN PARAGRAPH (2) FOR CLASSIFICATION IN ONE OF THE

FOLLOWING CATEGORIES:

(I) ACHIEVING.

(IT) WARNING.

(ITT) ACCOUNTABILITY TEVEL 1.

(IV) ACCOUNTABILITY LEVEL 2.
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(V) ACCOUNTABILITY LEVEL 3.

(VI) MAKING PROGRESS.

(B) REQUIREMENTS.--EXCEPT AS OTHERWISE PROVIDED IN THIS

ARTICLE, FEACH SCHOOL DISTRICT, CHARTER SCHOOL, CYBER CHARTER

SCHOOL OR COMPREHENSTIVE ARFA VOCATIONAL-TECHNICAL SCHOOL

DESIGNATED FOR WARNING OR ACCOUNTABILITY LEVEL 1, 2 OR 3 AND

EACH SCHOOL DISTRICT IN WHICH A SCHOOL IS DESIGNATED FOR WARNING

OR ACCOUNTABILITY LEVEL 1, 2 OR 3 SHAILL:

(1) PUBLISH A PERFORMANCE DATA REPORT AND DISTRIBUTE THE

REPORT TO PARENTS OF STUDENTS ATTENDING THE SCHOOL DISTRICT

OR _SCHOOL.

(2) ESTABLISH A PARENTAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE IF ONE DOES

NOT CURRENTLY EXTST.

(3) REQUIRE EACH MEMBER OF THE GOVERNING BODY TO

COMPLETE AN INSTRUCTIONAL COURSE DESIGNED OR APPROVED BY THE

DEPARTMENT. THE MEMBER SHALL COMPLETE THE COURSE WITHIN NINE

MONTHS FOLLOWING THE DESIGNATION OR, FOR A MEMBER ELECTED TO

THE GOVERNING BODY FOLLOWING THE DESIGNATION, WITHIN NINE

MONTHS AFTER ELECTION. THE INSTRUCTIONAL COURSE SHALL:

(1) PROVIDE TINSTRUCTION IN DEVELOPMENT AND

IMPLEMENTATION OF A SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT PLAN, DATA-DRIVEN

DECISION MAKING, SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT MODELS, SCHOOL

BUDGETING PROCEDURES, SCHOOL FINANCE, COLLECTIVE

BARGAINING, THE ACADEMIC STANDARDS REQUIRED BY 22 PA.

CODE CH. 4 (RELATING TO ACADEMIC STANDARDS AND

ASSESSMENT) , THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE NO CHILD LEFT BEHIND

ACT OR ITS SUCCESSOR FEDERAL STATUTE, METHODS OF

ASSESSMENT AND ACCOUNTABILITY AND OTHER SUBJECTS THE

DEPARTMENT MAY REQUIRE.

(IT) PROVIDE INFORMATION ON THE VARIOUS EDUCATIONAL
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AND COMMUNITY PROGRAMS AVAILABLE WITHIN THE SCHOOL

DISTRICT OR SCHOOL THAT ARE NOT SPONSORED OR OPERATED BY

THE SCHOOL DISTRICT OR SCHOOL.

(ITT) CONSIST OF NO FEWER THAN 30 HOURS OF

INSTRUCTION.

(4) CONDUCT A DATA-DRIVEN EXAMINATION OF DEFICIENCIES IN

ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE, SCHOOL CLIMATE AND SCHOOL SAFETY.

(C) MAKING PROGRESS DESIGNATION.--A SCHOOL DISTRICT OR

SCHOOL DESIGNATED FOR WARNING OR ACCOUNTABILITY LEVEL 1, 2 OR 3

THAT MEETS ITS ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE TARGETS IN THE SAME ACADEMIC

SUBJECT AND FOR THE SAME STUDENT SUBGROUP IN THE SCHOOL YEAR

FOLLOWING THE DESTGNATION SHATLL BE DESTGNATED AS MAKING

PROGRESS. THE TIMPROVEMENT TEAM AND TIMPROVEMENT PTAN ESTABLISHED

UNDER THIS ARTICLE SHALL REMATIN IN PLACE FOR THE SCHOOL YEAR

FOLLOWING THIS DESIGNATION.

(D) REVERSION.--A SCHOOL DISTRICT OR SCHOOL DESIGNATED AS

MAKING PROGRESS UNDER SUBSECTION (C) THAT FATLS TO MEET ITS

ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE TARGETS IN THE SAME ACADEMIC SUBJECT AND

FOR THE SAME STUDENT SUBGROUP FOR THE SCHOOL YEAR FOLLOWING THE

MAKING PROGRESS DESTGNATION SHATLL REVERT TO ITS PRIOR YEAR'S

DESTGNATTION.

SECTION 1703-C. IMPROVEMENT TEAMS.

(A) ESTABLTISHMENT.--SCHOOL DISTRICTS AND SCHOOLS DESIGNATED

FOR ACCOUNTABILITY LEVEL 1 OR 2 SHALL ESTABLISH AN IMPROVEMENT

TEAM IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PROVISIONS OF THIS SECTION.

(B) SCHOOL DISTRICTS.--THE BOARD OF SCHOOL DIRECTORS, IN

CONSULTATION WITH THE SUPERINTENDENT OF THE SCHOOL DISTRICT AND

SUBJECT TO THE APPROVAL OF THE DEPARTMENT, SHATLTL APPOINT A

SCHOOL DISTRICT TMPROVEMENT TEAM COMPRISED OF AT TEAST ETIGHT

MEMBERS AS FOLLOWS:
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1 (1) A TEACHER EMPLOYED BY THE SCHOOL DISTRICT SELECTED

2 BY A MAJORITY OF THE TEACHERS IN THE DISTRICT.
3 (2) AN ADMINISTRATOR EMPLOYED BY THE SCHOOL DISTRICT.
4 (3) A MEMBER OF THE BOARD OF SCHOOL DIRECTORS OF THE
5 SCHOOL DISTRICT.
6 (4) NO FEWER THAN TWO PARENTS OF STUDENTS ENROLLED IN
7 THE SCHOOL DISTRICT.
8 (5) A MEMBER OF THE SCHOOL DISTRICT'S PUPIL SERVICES
9 STAFE'.
10 (6) ADDITIONAL MEMBERS OF THE IMPROVEMENT TEAM MAY
11 INCLUDE :
12 (1) STAFEF MEMBERS FROM THE TINTERMEDIATE UNIT OF
13 WHICH THE SCHOOL DISTRICT IS A MEMBER.
14 (IT) TEACHERS EMPLOYED BY OTHER SCHOOL DISTRICTS.
15 (ITT) ADMINISTRATORS EMPLOYED BY OTHER SCHOOL
16 DISTRICTS.
17 (IV) SCHOOL BOARD MEMBERS FROM OTHER SCHOOL
18 DISTRICTS.
19 (V) FACULTY MEMBERS FROM COLLEGES AND UNIVERSTITIES
20 IN THIS COMMONWEALTH WITH PARTICULAR EXPERTISE IN SCHOOL
21 IMPROVEMENT.
22 (VI) T.OCAL BUSINESS REPRESENTATIVES.
23 (VIT) COMMUNITY LEADERS.

24 THE BOARD OF SCHOOL DIRECTORS SHALL SELECT ONE OF THE MEMBERS AS

25 CHATIRPERSON OF THE IMPROVEMENT TEAM.

26 (C) COMPOSITION.--A SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT TEAM FOR A CHARTER

27 SCHOOL, CYBER CHARTER SCHOOL, COMPREHENSIVE VOCATIONAL-TECHNICAL

28 SCHOOL OR INDIVIDUAL SCHOOL WITHIN A SCHOOIL DISTRICT SHALL BE

29 COMPRISED OF AT LEAST SIX AND NO MORE THAN TEN MEMBERS.

30 APPOINTMENTS TO THE IMPROVEMENT TEAM SHALL BE MADE BY THE
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GOVERNING BODY IN CONSULTATION WITH THE SCHOOL PRINCIPAL AND THE

SUPERINTENDENT OF THE SCHOOL DISTRICT OR THE CHIEFEF SCHOOL

ADMINISTRATOR OF THE SCHOOL. MEMBERS OF THE IMPROVEMENT TEAM

SHATLT TINCLUDE:

(1) A TEACHER FROM THE SCHOOL SELECTED BY A MAJORITY OF

ALL TEACHERS IN THE SCHOOL.

(2) AN ADMINISTRATOR FROM THE SCHOOL.

(3) A LOCAL BUSINESS REPRESENTATIVE.

(4) A COMMUNITY LEADER.

(5) NO FEWER THAN TWO PARENTS OF STUDENTS ENROLLED IN

THE SCHOOQOL.

(6) OUTSIDE EXPERTS WHO HAVE KNOWLEDGE AND EXPERTENCE TO

ADDRESS SPECIFTIC NEEDS OF THE SCHOOL.

(1) IN THE CASE OF A CHARTER SCHOOL OR CYBER CHARTER

SCHOOL, THE TIMPROVEMENT TEAM SHATT TINCLUDE A REPRESENTATIVE

FROM THE GOVERNING BODY OR ADMINISTRATION OF THE CHARTERING

ENTITY.

(D) POWERS AND DUTIES OF IMPROVEMENT TEAM.--AN IMPROVEMENT

TEAM FOR A SCHOOL DISTRICT OR SCHOOL SHALL HAVE THE FOLLOWING

POWERS AND DUTTIES:

(1) TO DESTIGN, REVISE OR MODIFY AN TMPROVEMENT PLAN IN

ACCORDANCE WITH THE PROVISIONS OF THIS ARTICLE.

(2) TO BEGIN IMPLEMENTING THE IMPROVEMENT PLAN IN

ACCORDANCE WITH THE PROVISIONS OF THIS ARTICLE.

(3) TO PROVIDE PERIODIC REPORTS ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF

THE TIMPROVEMENT PLAN TO THE GOVERNING BODY AND THE

INTERMEDIATE UNIT SERVING THE SCHOOL DISTRICT OR SCHOOL.

(4) TO MEET PERTODICALLY TO REVIEW TMPTEMENTATION OF THE

IMPROVEMENT PTLAN.

(5) TO SEEK TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE FROM THE DEPARTMENT OR,
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IN THE CASE OF A SCHOOL, FROM THE SCHOOL DISTRICT IN THE

DESIGN AND IMPLEMENTATION OF THE PLAN.

(6) TO RECOGNIZE AND ENCOURAGE CONTINUED ACHIEVEMENT OF

THOSE SCHOOLS AND STUDENTS MEETING ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE

TARGETS.

(F) RETENTION OF THE IMPROVEMENT TEAM.--THE FOLLOWING SHALL

APPITY:

(1) THE TMPROVEMENT TEAM SHATLL REMAIN IN PLACE DURING

THE TIME PERTIOD A SCHOOL DISTRICT OR SCHOOL IS DESIGNATED FOR

ACCOUNTABILITY LEVEL 1 OR 2. THE GOVERNING BODY MAY REPLACE

MEMBERS OF THE IMPROVEMENT TEAM AT ITS DISCRETION, SUBJECT TO

THE PROVISTONS OF THTIS SECTION AND WITH THE APPROVAL OF THE

DEPARTMENT .

(2) THE IMPROVEMENT TEAM MAY DISBAND WHEN THE SCHOOL

DISTRICT OR SCHOOL HAS MET ITS ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE TARGETS

IN THE SAME ACADEMIC SUBJECT AND FOR THE SAME STUDENT

SUBGROUP FOR TWO CONSECUTIVE SCHOOL YEARS. THE SCHOOL

DISTRICT OR SCHOOL MAY ELECT TO KEEP THE IMPROVEMENT TEAM IN

PLACE FOR AS LONG AS THE SCHOOL DISTRICT OR SCHOOL DEEMS

NECESSARY TO CONTINUE TO MEET ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE TARGETS.

SECTION 1704-C. IMPROVEMENT PLANS.

(A) OPTIONS.--WHEN A SCHOOL DISTRICT OR SCHOOL IS DESIGNATED

FOR ACCOUNTABILITY LEVEL 1 OR 2, THE IMPROVEMENT TEAM SHALL

DEVELOP, REVISE OR MODIFY AN IMPROVEMENT PLAN IN ACCORDANCE WITH

THE PROVISIONS OF THIS ARTICLE. A SCHOOL DISTRICT OR SCHOOL

DESIGNATED FOR WARNING MAY DEVELOP AND IMPLEMENT AN IMPROVEMENT

PLAN, WHICH INCLUDES IMPROVEMENT STRATEGIES THAT THE GOVERNING

BODY DEEMS NECESSARY TO TIMPROVE THE ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE, SCHOOL

CLTIMATE OR SAFETY OF THE SCHOOL DISTRICT OR SCHOOL.

(B) REQUIREMENTS.--THE IMPROVEMENT PLAN FOR A SCHOOL
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1 DISTRICT OR SCHOOL DESIGNATED FOR ACCOUNTABILITY LEVEL 1, 2 OR 3

2 SHALL DO ALL OF THE FOLLOWING:

3 (1) DESCRIBE THE ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT PROBLEM OR
4 PROBLEMS THAT CAUSED THE ACCOUNTABILITY DESIGNATION,
5 INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED TO, THE STUDENT SUBGROUPS THAT
6 FATLED TO MEET AN ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE TARGET. THE PLAN SHALL
7 ANALYZE THE UNDERLYING REASON, EXPLANATION OR CAUSE FOR THE
8 DESIGNATION AND SHALL INCLUDE SPECIFIC REFERENCES TO
9 SUPPORTING STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT DATA.
10 (2) ANALYZE THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THE CURRENT PRACTICES
11 OF THE SCHOOL DISTRICT OR SCHOOL IN THE AREAS OF CURRICULUM,
12 TEACHING TECHNIQUES, SCHOOL CLIMATE, SCHOOL LEADERSHIP,
13 STAFFING AND THE USE OF TIME, TECHNOLOGY AND RESOURCES.
14 (3) STATE MEASURABLE ANNUAL OBJECTIVES FOR CONTINUOUS
15 AND SUBSTANTIAL PROGRESS FOR EACH SUBGROUP IDENTIFIED IN
16 PARAGRAPH (1).
17 (4) FOR EACH OF THE AREAS IDENTTIFTIED IN PARAGRAPH (1),
18 DESCRIBE AN IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM THAT COMPLIES WITH
19 SUBSECTIONS (C), (D), (E) AND (F).
20 (C) IMPROVEMENT STRATEGIES.--THE PLAN SHALL DESCRIBE

21 STRATEGIES FOR ACHIEVING THE ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE OBJECTIVES

22 IDENTIFIED UNDER SUBSECTION (B) (3), AS WELL AS STRATEGIES FOR

23 ENCOURAGING AND ADDRESSING THE NEEDS OF THOSE STUDENTS WHO ARE

24 CURRENTLY MEETING ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE TARGETS. THE PLAN SHALL

25 REQUIRE THE SCHOOL DISTRICT OR SCHOOL TO DO ALL OF THE

26 FOLLOWING:

27 (1) PUBLISH A PERFORMANCE DATA REPORT AND DISTRIBUTE THE
28 REPORT TO ALL PARENTS OF STUDENTS ATTENDING THE SCHOOL

29 DISTRICT OR SCHOOL.

30 (2) IN A SCHOOL DISTRICT, DESIGN AND IMPLEMENT A PROGRAM
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THAT WILL ALLOW A STUDENT ATTENDING A SCHOOL DESIGNATED FOR

ACCOUNTABILITY LEVEL 1, 2 OR 3 TO TRANSFER TO ANOTHER SCHOOL

THAT IS NOT DESIGNATED FOR ACCOUNTABILITY LEVEL 1, 2 OR 3

WITHIN THE SAME SCHOOL DISTRICT, UPON THE REQUEST OF A

PARENT. THE PROGRAM MUST BE CONSISTENT WITH THE NO CHILD LEFT

BEHIND ACT OF 2001 OR ITS SUCCESSOR FEDERAL STATUTE.

(3) PARTICIPATE IN AN ON-STTE REVIEW BY A TEAM APPOINTED

BY THE DEPARTMENT TO IDENTIFY SPECIFIC STRATEGIES DIRECTLY

TARGETED TO THE IMPROVEMENT OF THE SCHOOL DISTRICT OR SCHOOL.

(4) WORK WITH A CURRICULUM COMMITTEE APPOINTED BY THE

DEPARTMENT FROM THE INTERMEDIATE UNIT OF WHICH THE SCHOOL

DISTRICT OR SCHOOL TS A MEMBER. THE CURRICULUM COMMITTEE

SHATT ASSIST THE SCHOOL DISTRICT OR SCHOOL WITH CURRICULUM

DEVELOPMENT, ASSIST PRINCIPALS AND TEACHERS IN PRESENTING THE

CURRICULUM AND MEET WITH PRINCIPALS MONTHLY TO REVIEW

PROGRESS.

(5) DESIGN AND IMPLEMENT A PROGRAM TO RECOGNIZE AND

REWARD PARENTS FOR THEIR EFFORTS IN HELPING TO EDUCATE THEIR

CHILDREN.

(6) AMEND ITS PROFESSIONAL EDUCATION PLAN REQUIRED UNDER

SECTION 1205.1 AS FOLLOWS:

(I) TO SPECIFY AND REQUIRE COMPLETION OF CONTINUING

PROFESSTONAL EDUCATION PROGRAMS OR MENTORING ON

INSTRUCTIONAL PRACTICES FOR PRINCIPALS AND TEACHERS THAT

SHALL ADDRESS THE ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE OBJECTIVES OF THE

SCHOOL DISTRICT OR SCHOOL AND THE DEFICIENCIES IDENTIFIED

BY STUDENT PERFORMANCE DATA OR TEACHER EVALUATIONS.

(I7) TO ADDRESS COLTLABORATIVE PROFESSTONAL

DEVELOPMENT FOR ALTL PROFESSTONAL EDUCATORS EMPLOYED BY

THE SCHOOL DISTRICT OR SCHOOL TO BE INCLUDED IN EACH
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SCHOOL DAY.

(ITT) TO TRAIN AND SUPPORT PROFESSTIONAL EDUCATORS IN

THE USE OF REAL TIME DATA TO DEVELOP SPECIFIC

INSTRUCTTIONATL PRACTICES.

(IV) TO TRATN AND SUPPORT PROFESSTONAL EDUCATORS IN

THE USE AND IMPLEMENTATION OF A STANDARDS ALIGNED SYSTEM.

(7) EVALUATE WHETHER THE SCHOOL DISTRICT OR SCHOOL HAS

THE RESOURCES TO REDUCE CLASS SIZES IN CLASSROOMS THAT FAIL

TO MEET PERFORMANCE TARGETS. IF RESOURCES ARE AVAILABLE, THE

SCHOOL DISTRICT OR SCHOOL MAY UNDERTAKE CLASS-SIZE

REDUCTIONS.

(8) OFFER TUTORING PROGRAMS TO STUDENTS WHOSE MOST

RECENT RESULTS ON THE PENNSYLVANTA SYSTEM OF SCHOOL

ASSESSMENT TEST, THE KEYSTONE EXAM, AN EQUIVALENT LOCAL

ASSESSMENT OR ANY OTHER TEST ESTABLISHED BY THE STATE BOARD

OF EDUCATION TO MEET THE REQUIREMENTS OF SECTION 2603-B (D)

(10) (T) WERE BELOW PROFICIENT.

(9) RECOGNIZING EACH CHILD'S NEED FOR A SAFE LEARNING

ENVIRONMENT, ENGAGE AN EXTERNAL PERSON OR ORGANIZATION TO

CONDUCT A SCHOOL CLIMATE AND SCHOOL SAFETY AUDIT OF THE

SCHOOL DISTRICT OR SCHOOL AND TAKE ACTIONS THAT THE GOVERNING

BODY DEEMS NECESSARY TO IMPROVE SCHOOL SAFETY.

(10) IN A SCHOOL DISTRICT OR SCHOOL DESIGNATED FOR

ACCOUNTABILITY LEVEL 2 OR 3, REQUIRE PRINCIPALS TO

PARTICIPATE IN TRAINING IN INSTRUCTIONAL TLEADERSHTIP APPROVED

BY THE DEPARTMENT WITHIN STIX MONTHS FOLLOWING THE

DESIGNATION. A PRINCIPAL THAT IS HIRED FOLLOWING THE

DESTGNATTION SHATT PARTICIPATE IN THE TRATNING WITHIN STX

MONTHS FOLLOWING THE DATE OF HIRE.

(D) OPTIONAL STRATEGIES.--IN ADDITION TO THE STRATEGIES
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REQUIRED UNDER SUBSECTION (C), THE PLAN MAY REQUIRE THE SCHOOL

DISTRICT OR SCHOOL TO DO ANY OF THE FOLLOWING:

(1) CONVERT A SCHOOL TO A CHARTER SCHOOL SUBJECT TO THE

PROVISTIONS OF THTIS ARTICLE.

(2) CONTRACT WITH AN EDUCATION MANAGEMENT ORGANIZATION

TO MANAGE THE SCHOOL DISTRICT OR A SCHOOL.

(3) NEGOTIATE A MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING UNDER THE

CURRENT COLLECTIVE BARGAINING AGREEMENT REGARDING TERMS OF

EMPLOYMENT .

(4) DISMISS OR DEMOTE SCHOOL PRINCIPALS AND TEACHERS WHO

FATL TO MEET PERFORMANCE EXPECTATIONS PURSUANT TO THE

PROCEDURES UNDER ARTICLE XT.

(5) NOTWITHSTANDING ANY OTHER PROVISION OF THIS ACT, ANY

OR ALL OF THE FOLLOWING:

(I) IMPLEMENT SYSTEMS OF PERFORMANCE-BASED

COMPENSATION FOR ANY OR ALL OF THE FOLLOWING:

(A) CHIEF SCHOOL ADMINISTRATORS.

(B) SCHOOL PRINCIPATLS.

(C) TEACHERS.

(I7) OFFER FINANCTAT INCENTIVES TO EITHER OR BOTH OF

THE FOLLOWING:

(A) TEACHERS CERTIFIED IN AREAS OF SHORTAGE AS

DETERMINED BY THE GOVERNING BODY.

(B) TEACHERS WHO ACCEPT HIGH-NEED ASSIGNMENTS AS

DETERMINED BY THE GOVERNING BODY.

(ITT) REASSIGN PRINCIPALS AND TEACHERS TO MEET THE

NEEDS OF THE SCHOOL DISTRICT OR SCHOOL.

(IV) ASSIGN A TEACHER TO A SCHOOL OR CLASS BASED ON

THE NEEDS OF THE SCHOOL DISTRICT OR SCHOOL AND THE

COMPETENCTIES OF THE TEACHER AS DETERMINED BY THE
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GOVERNING BODY.

(V) DESIGN AND IMPLEMENT MULTIMEASURE PERFORMANCE

EVALUATION PROCESSES FOR EITHER OR BOTH OF THE FOLLOWING:

(A) PRINCIPALS.

(B) TEACHERS.

(VI) DESIGN AND IMPLEMENT A SYSTEM TO AWARD TENURE

ON THE BASIS OF TEACHER PERFORMANCE EVALUATIONS

NOTWITHSTANDING THE TEACHER'S NUMBER OF YEARS OF

CLASSROOM TEACHING EXPERIENCE.

(VIT) PETITION THE DEPARTMENT FOR A CERTIFICATE THAT

WOULD ALLOW A PRESENTLY UNCERTIFIED INDIVIDUAL MEETING

EDUCATION AND WORK EXPERTENCE REQUIREMENTS ESTABLISHED BY

THE DEPARTMENT TO TEACH IN A SHORTAGE AREA.

(VITI) ESTABLTISH AND IMPLEMENT INTENSIVE TRAINING,

INDUCTION OR MENTORING PROGRAMS FOR EITHER OR BOTH OF THE

FOLLOWING:

(A) PRINCIPALS.

(B) TEACHERS.

(IX) CONTRACT WITH A NATIONAL NONPROFIT ORGANTIZATION

THAT RECRUITS, SELECTS, TRAINS AND SUPPORTS NEW TEACHERS

AND HAS A PROVEN, RESEARCH-BASED RECORD OF EFFECTIVENESS

IN RATSING THE ACHIEVEMENT LEVELS OF LOW-INCOME STUDENTS

USING A DATA-DRIVEN APPROACH TO TEACHING AND LEARNING.

(6) NEGOTIATE A NEW COLLECTIVE BARGAINING AGREEMENT.

(7) ASSIST A STUDENT IN LOCATING EXTERNAL AGENCIES THAT

PROVIDE SOCIAL SERVICES NEEDED BY THE STUDENT.

(8) AWARD SCHOLARSHIPS FOR HIGHER EDUCATION TO STUDENTS

WHO MEET ACADEMIC REQUIREMENTS ESTABLTISHED BY THE SCHOOL

DISTRICT OR SCHOOL. THE SCHOOL DISTRICT OR SCHOOL MAY SOLICIT

AND ACCEPT CONTRIBUTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC FOR THIS PURPOSE.
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THIS PROVISION SHALL NOT BE CONSTRUED TO CREATE A SCHOLARSHIP

FUNDED BY THE COMMONWEALTH.

(9) CONTRACT WITH A COLLEGE OR UNIVERSITY TEACHER

PREPARATTION PROGRAM TO REVIEW THE PROGRAMS OF THE SCHOOL

DISTRICT OR SCHOOL, MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS FOR TIMPROVEMENT AND

ASSIST THE SCHOOL DISTRICT OR SCHOOL IN IMPLEMENTING CHANGES

IN PRACTICES.

(10) REALLOCATE RESOURCES.

(11) AMEND PROCEDURES.

(12) RESTRUCTURE BUILDINGS, STAFFING PLANS AND

EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS.

(13) CLOSE ONE OR MORE SCHOOLS.

(14) NOTWITHSTANDING ANY OTHER PROVISTION OF THIS ACT,

EITHER OR BOTH OF THE FOLLOWING:

(I) FOCUS ITS INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES ON READING,

MATHEMATICS AND SCIENCE.

(IT) DESIGN A CORE CURRICULUM FOR USE IN ALL SCHOOLS

IN A SCHOOL DISTRICT.

(15) FESTABLISH AN ACCELERATED LEARNING ACADEMY OR SUMMER

ACADEMY FOR ANY STUDENT WHO SCORED BELOW PROFICIENT OR DID

NOT MEET A PERFORMANCE OBJECTIVE ESTABTLISHED OR APPROVED BY

THE DEPARTMENT ON THE STUDENT'S MOST RECENT PENNSYLVANIA

SYSTEM OF SCHOOL ASSESSMENT TEST, KEYSTONE EXAM, EQUIVALENT

LOCAL ASSESSMENT OR ANY OTHER TEST ESTABLISHED BY THE STATE

BOARD OF EDUCATION TO MEET THE REQUIREMENTS OF SECTION 2603-

B(D) (10) (T).

(16) MONITOR AND SUPPORT THE PROGRESS OF STUDENTS

TRANSTITIONING FROM ONE GRADE LEVETL TO ANOTHER.

(17) ASSIGN ONE TEACHER OR A GROUP OF TEACHERS TO A

GROUP OF STUDENTS OVER MULTIPLE YEARS.
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(18) ENTER INTO A MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING WITH THE

POLICE DEPARTMENT HAVING JURISDICTION OVER THE SCHOOL

DISTRICT OR THE SCHOOL TO ADDRESS SCHOOL SAFETY.

(19) FESTABLISH OR AMEND A CODE OF CONDUCT WHICH MAY

INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING:

(I) INCREASED SANCTIONS FOR STUDENT MISCONDUCT.

(IT) INCREASED PRINCIPATL AND TEACHER AUTHORITY TO

ENFORCE RULES OF CONDUCT.

(ITT) EXAMPLES OF APPROPRIATE AND INAPPROPRIATE

CONDUCT.

(IV) SPECIFIC NEGATIVE CONSEQUENCES FOR

INAPPROPRTIATE CONDUCT.

(20) IMPLEMENT RESTORATIVE PRACTICES AS A MEANS OF

REDUCING VIOLENCE, BULLYING AND MISBEHAVIOR AND TRANSEFORMING

SCHOOL CLIMATE TO CREATE A MORE POSITIVE EDUCATIONAL

ENVIRONMENT .

(21) IN A SCHOOL DISTRICT, DESIGN AND IMPLEMENT AN

INTERDISTRICT SCHOOL CHOICE PROGRAM FOR ALL STUDENTS IN

COOPERATION WITH ONE OR MORE OTHER SCHOOL DISTRICTS SERVED BY

THE INTERMEDIATE UNIT OF WHICH THE SCHOOL DISTRICT IS A

MEMBER OR WITH A CONTIGUOUS SCHOOL DISTRICT.

(22) IMPLEMENT AN INSTRUCTIONAL AND INTERVENTION MODEL

TO IDENTIFY AND SUPPORT STRUGGLING STUDENTS.

(23) APPOINT A CHIEF TURNAROUND OFFICER TO ASSIST SCHOOL

PRINCIPALS IN IMPLEMENTING IMPROVEMENT STRATEGIES.

() ADDITIONAL ELEMENTS.--THE FOLLOWING SHALL APPLY:

(1) THE PLAN MAY INCLUDE ADDITIONAL ELEMENTS THAT THE

GOVERNING BODY DEEMS NECESSARY TO IMPROVE THE ACADEMIC

PERFORMANCE OF THE SCHOOL DISTRICT OR SCHOOL, INCLUDING

PROGRAMS OR STRATEGIES THAT ENCOURAGE CONTINUED STUDENT
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1 ACHTEVEMENT AND COMMUNITY SERVICE PROGRAMS.

2 (2) THE PLAN SHALIL INCLUDE ADDITIONAL ELEMENTS THAT THE
3 DEPARTMENT DEEMS NECESSARY TO SATISEY THE REQUIREMENTS OF

4 SECTION 1116(B) (3) OF THE NO CHIID LEFT BEHIND ACT OF 2001 OR
5 ITS SUCCESSOR FEDERAL STATUTE AS IT APPLIES TO A SCHOOL OR

6 SECTION 1116(C) (7) (A) OF THE NO CHIID LEFT BEHIND ACT OF 2001
7 OR ITS SUCCESSOR FEDERAL STATUTE AS TIT APPLIES TO A SCHOOL

8 DISTRICT.

9 SECTION 1705-C. GOVERNING BODY.

10 THE GOVERNING BODY OF A SCHOOL DISTRICT OR SCHOOL DESIGNATED

11 FOR ACCOUNTABILITY IEVEL 1, 2 OR 3 SHALL:

12 (1) WITH THE EXCEPTION OF SCHOOL DISTRICTS OR SCHOQOLS

13 DESIGNATED FOR ACCOUNTABILITY LEVEL 3, REVIEW AND APPROVE,

14 APPROVE WITH MODIFICATIONS OR DISAPPROVE THE TMPROVEMENT PLAN
15 IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PROVISTIONS OF THIS ARTICLE.

16 (2) TAKE ACTIONS NECESSARY TO IMPLEMENT THE IMPROVEMENT
17 PLAN IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PROVISIONS OF THIS ARTICLE.

18 (3) ENSURE THAT PARENTS ARE NOTIFIED OF THE SCHOOL

19 DISTRICT OR SCHOOL DESIGNATION TO THE EXTENT AND IN THE

20 MANNER REQUIRED UNDER SECTION 1116 (B) AND (C) OF THE NO CHILD
21 LEFT BEHIND ACT OF 2001 OR ITS SUCCESSOR FEDERAL STATUTE.

22 (4) FESTABLISH AN INTRADISTRICT SCHOOL CHOICE PROGRAM FOR
23 STUDENTS IN ANY SCHOOL IN THE SCHOOL DISTRICT THAT HAS BEEN
24 DESIGNATED FOR ACCOUNTABILITY IEVEL 1, 2 OR 3. THE PROGRAM

25 MUST SATISEY THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE NO CHILD LEFT BEHIND ACT
26 OF 2001 OR ITS SUCCESSOR FEDERAL STATUTE.

27 (5) ESTABLISH A TUTORING PROGRAM FOR STUDENTS IN A

28 SCHOOL THAT IS DESIGNATED FOR A SECOND YEAR OF ACCOUNTABILITY
29 LEVEL 1 OR FOR ACCOUNTABILITY TEVEL 2 OR 3. FOR SCHOOLS

30 DESIGNATED AS TITLE I SCHOOLS, TUTORING PROGRAMS SHALL
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INCLUDE SUPPLEMENTAL EDUCATIONAL SERVICES UNDER SECTION

1116 (E) OF THE NO CHILD LEFT BEHIND ACT OF 2001 OR ITS

SUCCESSOR FEDERAL STATUTE. SCHOOLS THAT DO NOT RECEIVE

FUNDING UNDER TITLE T OF THE FILEMENTARY AND SECONDARY

EDUCATION ACT OF 1965 (PUBLIC LAW 89-10, 20 U.S.C. CH. 63, ET

SEQ.) SHALL PROVIDE PARENTS WITH INFORMATION ON THE

AVATIABTILITY OF OTHER TUTORING PROGRAMS OFFERED BY THE SCHOOL

DISTRICT.

SECTION 1706-C. ACCOUNTABILITY LEVEL 1.

(A) APPOINTMENT.--WITHIN 30 DAYS OF BEING IDENTIFTED UNDER

SECTION 1702-C FOR ACCOUNTABILITY LEVEL 1, THE GOVERNING BODY

SHATLTL APPOINT AN TMPROVEMENT TEAM TN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTTION

1703-C.

(B) PIAN.--WITHIN 75 DAYS OF BEING IDENTIFTED UNDER SECTION

1702-C, THE IMPROVEMENT TEAM FOR EACH SCHOOL DISTRICT OR SCHOOL

SHALL PRESENT AN IMPROVEMENT PLAN TO THE GOVERNING BODY. THE

GOVERNING BODY SHALL APPROVE, APPROVE WITH MODIFICATIONS OR

DISAPPROVE THE TMPROVEMENT PLAN WITHIN 15 DAYS OF RECEIVING THE

PLAN. ON THE FIRST BUSINESS DAY FOLLOWING APPROVAL OF THE PLAN,

THE GOVERNING BODY SHATLIL PRESENT THE PLAN TO THE DEPARTMENT AND

TO THE INTERMEDIATE UNIT ASSTIGNED BY THE DEPARTMENT TO CONDUCT

AN ANONYMOUS REVIEFW OF THE PTAN. THE DEPARTMENT AND THE

INTERMEDIATE UNIT SHALL APPROVE, APPROVE WITH MODIFICATIONS OR

DISAPPROVE THE IMPROVEMENT PLAN WITHIN 30 DAYS FOLLOWING RECEIPT

OF THE PLAN FOR REVIEW. THE GOVERNING BODY SHALL MODIEY AND

RESUBMIT THE PLAN TO THE DEPARTMENT AND THE INTERMEDIATE UNIT

UNTIL THE PLAN IS APPROVED WITHOUT MODIFICATIONS BY THE

DEPARTMENT AND THE INTERMEDIATE UNIT.

(C) IMPLEMENTATION.--THE TMPROVEMENT TEAM SHATT BEGIN

IMPLEMENTING THE TIMPROVEMENT PTAN WITHIN THREE BUSINESS DAYS
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FOLLOWING RECETIPT OF THE APPROVAL OF THE DEPARTMENT AND

INTERMEDIATE UNIT ASSIGNED BY THE DEPARTMENT TO REVIEW THE PLAN.

SECTION 1707-C. ACCOUNTABILITY LEVEL 2.

(A) IMPROVEMENT PIAN.--WITHIN 30 DAYS OF BEING IDENTIFIED

UNDER SECTION 1702-C FOR ACCOUNTABILITY IEVEL 2, THE IMPROVEMENT

TEAM SHATTL PRESENT A REVISED TMPROVEMENT PLAN TO THE GOVERNING

BODY FOR APPROVAL.

(B) OBJECTIVES.--BASED ON AN ANALYSIS OF THE DATA PROVIDED

UNDER SECTION 1704-C(B) (1) AND (2), THE IMPROVEMENT TEAM SHALL

SET FORTH ITS IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM FOR EACH OF THE AREAS SET

FORTH IN SECTION 1704-C(B) (1). THE IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM SHALL SET

FORTH ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE OBJECTIVES FOR EACH AREA.

(C) STRATEGIES.--THE REVISED PLAN FOR A SCHOOL DISTRICT OR

SCHOOL SHALL INCLUDE SPECIFIC STRATEGIES FOR ACHIEVING THE

ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE OBJECTIVES TDENTTIFIED TN THE TMPROVEMENT

PLAN AS FOLLOWS:

(1) A SCHOOL DISTRICT DESIGNATED FOR ACCOUNTABILITY

LEVEL 2 SHALL TAKE AT LEAST ONE OF THE FOLLOWING ACTIONS:

(1) IMPLEMENT A NEW CURRICULUM ALIGNED WITH STATE

ACADEMIC STANDARDS AND PROVIDE STAFFEF DEVETLOPMENT THAT

WILTL ENHANCE THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THE NEW CURRICULUM.

(IT) TERMINATE OR DEMOTE THE PRINCIPALS AND TEACHERS

WHO HAVE FATLED TO MEET THETR PERFORMANCE TARGETS

PURSUANT TO THE PROCEDURES REQUIRED BY ARTICLE XT.

(2) A CHARTER SCHOOL, CYBER CHARTER SCHOOL OR

COMPREHENSIVE VOCATIONAL-TECHNICAL SCHOOL DESIGNATED FOR

ACCOUNTABILITY LEVEL 2 OR A SCHOOL DISTRICT IN WHICH AN

INDIVIDUAL SCHOOL IS DESIGNATED FOR ACCOUNTABILITY LEVEL 2

SHATTL TAKE AT LEAST ONE OF THE ACTIONS LISTED TN SECTION

1116-A(B) (7) (C) (IV) OR ITS SUCCESSOR FEDERAIL STATUTE. THE
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SCHOOL DISTRICT OR SCHOOL MAY TERMINATE OR DEMOTE THE

PRINCIPALS AND TEACHERS WHO HAVE FATILED TO MEET THEIR

PERFORMANCE TARGETS, PROVIDED THAT THE ACTION IS UNDERTAKEN

PURSUANT TO THE PROCEDURES REQUIRED BY ARTICLE XT.

(3) THE PTLAN SHATT INCLUDE THE STRATEGIES REQUIRED UNDER

SECTION 1704-C(C).

(4) THE PLAN MAY INCLUDE THE STRATEGIES PERMITTED UNDER

SECTION 1704-C (D).

(D) DUTIES OF THE GOVERNING BODY.-—-THE GOVERNING BODY SHALL

REVIEW AND APPROVE, APPROVE WITH MODIFICATIONS OR DISAPPROVE THE

REVISED IMPROVEMENT PLAN REQUIRED UNDER THIS SECTION AND SUBMIT

THE PTLAN TO THE DEPARTMENT AND THE TNTERMEDTIATE UNIT APPOINTED

BY THE DEPARTMENT TO REVIEW THE TMPROVEMENT PLAN WITHIN 60 DAYS

OF THE PUBLICATION OF THE ANNUAL REPORT REQUIRED UNDER SECTION

1702-C. THE DEPARTMENT AND THE INTERMEDIATE UNIT SHALL REVIEW

THE PLAN AND APPROVE, APPROVE WITH MODIFICATIONS OR DISAPPROVE

THE PLAN WITHIN 30 DAYS AFTER RECEIVING IT FOR REVIEW. THE

REVISED IMPROVEMENT PLAN APPROVED BY THE DEPARTMENT AND THE

INTERMEDIATE UNIT SHALL CONSTITUTE THE REVISED ACCOUNTABILITY

LEVEL 2 IMPROVEMENT PLAN.

SECTION 1708-C. ACCOUNTABILITY LEVEL 3.

(A) BOARD.--A SCHOOL DISTRICT, A CHARTER SCHOOL, CYBER

CHARTER SCHOOL OR COMPREHENSIVE VOCATIONAL-TECHNICAL SCHOOL

DESIGNATED FOR ACCOUNTABILITY LEVEL 3 SHALL BE PLACED UNDER THE

OVERSIGHT OF A STATEWIDE ACADEMIC ACCOUNTABILITY BOARD APPOINTED

AND SERVING IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE FOLLOWING PROVISTIONS:

(1) THE STATEWIDE ACADEMIC ACCOUNTABILITY BOARD SHALL

HAVE THREE MEMBERS APPOINTED AS FOLLOWS:

(1) ONE MEMBER APPOINTED BY THE GOVERNOR WITH THE

ADVICE AND CONSENT OF THE SENATE.
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(IT) TwWO MEMBERS APPOINTED BY THE PRESIDENT PRO

TEMPORE OF THE SENATE.

(2) MEMBERS APPOINTED PURSUANT TO PARAGRAPH (1) (T) AND

(IT) SHATIL SERVE TERMS AS FOLLOWS:

(1) THE MEMBER APPOINTED BY THE GOVERNOR SHALL SERVE

FOR AN INITTAT TERM OF ONE YEAR. AFTER THE EXPTRATION OF

THE INITTAT, TERM, THE MEMBER APPOINTED BY THE GOVERNOR

SHALL SERVE FOR A TERM OF THREE YEARS.

(IT) FEACH OF THE MEMBERS APPOINTED BY THE PRESIDENT

PRO TEMPORE OF THE SENATE SHALL SERVE FOR A TERM OF THREE

YEARS.

(3) EXCEPT AS AUTHORIZED IN THIS SUBSECTION AND EXCEPT

FOR THE GOVERNOR'S APPOINTEE WHO SHALL SERVE AT THE

GOVERNOR'S PLEASURE, NO BOARD MEMBER MAY BE REMOVED FROM

OFFICE DURING A TERM. THE APPOINTING AUTHORITY MAY, UPON

PROOF BY CLEAR AND CONVINCING EVIDENCE OF MALFEASANCE OR

MISFEASANCE IN OFFICE OR NEGLECT OF DUTY, REMOVE A BOARD

MEMBER PRIOR TO THE EXPIRATION OF THE TERM. BEFORE A BOARD

MEMBER TS REMOVED, THAT MEMBER MUST BE PROVIDED WITH A

WRITTEN STATEMENT OF THE REASONS FOR REMOVAL AND AN

OPPORTUNITY FOR A HEARING IN ACCORDANCE WITH 2 PA.C.S. CHS. 5

SUBCH. A (RELATING TO PRACTICE AND PROCEDURE OF COMMONWEALTH

AGENCIES) AND 7 SUBCH. A (RELATING TO JUDICIAL REVIEW OF

COMMONWEALTH AGENCY ACTION) .

(4) AN APPOINTMENT TO FILL A VACANCY FOR THE REMATINDER

OF AN UNEXPIRED TERM SHALL BE MADE IN THE SAME MANNER AS SET

FORTH IN THIS SUBSECTION.

(5) EXCEPT FOR THE GOVERNOR'S APPOINTMENT AND EXCEPT AS

SET FORTH IN PARAGRAPH (3), A BOARD MEMBER SHALL HOLD OFFICE

UNTIL A SUCCESSOR HAS BEEN APPOINTED AND QUALIEFIED. UPON
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EXPIRATION OF THE TERM OF THE GOVERNOR'S APPOINTMENT, THE

POSITION SHALL REMAIN VACANT UNTIL THE GOVERNOR APPOINTS A

SUCCESSOR WITH THE ADVICE AND CONSENT OF THE SENATE.

(6) A BOARD MEMBER MAY SERVE SUCCESSIVE TERMS.

(1) TO THE EXTENT FUNDS ARE APPROPRTIATED FOR THE

PURPOSE, BOARD MEMBERS SHALL BE REIMBURSED FOR REASONABLE AND

NECESSARY EXPENSES INCURRED IN THE PERFORMANCE OF THETR

OFFICIAL DUTIES.

(8) THE BOARD SHAILL ELECT A CHAIRPERSON FROM THE MEMBERS

APPOINTED BY THE PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE OF THE SENATE, WHO

SHALL SERVE FOR A TERM OF THREE YEARS AND UNTIL A SUCCESSOR

IS FELECTED. THE CHATRPERSON SHATLT PRESTIDE AT MEETINGS OF THE

BOARD AND SHATLTL EXECUTE DOCUMENTS RELATING TO THE FORMAL

ACTIONS OF THE BOARD.

(9) THE BOARD SHALL MEET TWICE EACH MONTH AND AT OTHER

TIMES AS NECESSARY TO TRANSACT THE BUSINESS OF THE BOARD.

MEETINGS SHALL BE HELD AT TIMES AND PTLACES SET BY THE

CHAIRPERSON. A MEETING MAY BE SCHEDULED BY THE CHATRPERSON

UPON THE PROVISION OF AT LEAST FIVE DAYS' NOTICE TO ALL

MEMBERS. A MEMBER WHO DOES NOT ATTEND THREE CONSECUTIVE

MEETINGS WITHOUT CAUSE MAY BE REMOVED AS A MEMBER BY THE

AUTHORITY APPOINTING THE MEMBER.

(10) ACTIONS OF THE STATEWIDE ACADEMIC ACCOUNTABILITY

BOARD SHALL BE BY A MAJORITY VOTE. A MAJORITY OF THE BOARD

MEMBERS APPOINTED SHALL CONSTITUTE A QUORUM.

(11) APPOINTEES TO THE STATEWIDE ACADEMIC ACCOUNTABILITY

BOARD SHALL NOT INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING:

(I) A PERSON HOLDING ELECTED GOVERNMENTAL OFFICE

PROVIDED THAT MEMBERS OF AN ELECTED SCHOOL BOARD MAY BE

APPOINTED.
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1 (IT) A PERSON EMPLOYED BY THE COMMONWEALTH.

2 (ITT) A PERSON WHO HAS SERVED ON A PREVIQOUS SCHOOL
3 REFORM COMMISSION OR BOARD OF CONTROL.
4 (B) POWERS OF BOARD.--THE STATEWIDE ACADEMIC ACCOUNTABILITY

5 BOARD SHATLL HAVE THE FOLLOWING POWERS:

6 (1) WITH THE ASSISTANCE OF AN INTERMEDIATE UNIT
7 APPOINTED BY THE DEPARTMENT, DEVELOPMENT OF THE IMPROVEMENT
8 PLAN FOR EACH SCHOOL DISTRICT, CHARTER SCHOOL, CYBER CHARTER
9 SCHOOL OR COMPREHENSIVE VOCATIONAL-TECHNICAL SCHOOL
10 DESIGNATED FOR ACCOQUNTABILITY LEVEL 3. THE STATEWIDE ACADEMIC
11 ACCOUNTABILITY BOARD SHALL PRESENT THE IMPROVEMENT PLAN TO
12 THE GOVERNING BODY WITHIN 60 DAYS FOLLOWING THE DESIGNATION
13 OF THE SCHOOL DISTRICT OR SCHOOL FOR ACCOUNTABILITY LEVEL 3.
14 THE GOVERNING BODY SHALTL BEGIN TO IMPLEMENT THE TMPROVEMENT
15 PLAN WITHTIN THREE BUSINESS DAYS FOLLOWING RECEIPT OF THE PILAN
16 FROM THE STATEWIDE ACADEMIC ACCOUNTABILITY BOARD.
17 (2) APPROVAL, APPROVAL WITH MODIFICATIONS OR DISAPPROVAL
18 OF THE FOLLOWING ACTIONS OF THE GOVERNING BODY:
19 (I) ADOPTION OF THE ANNUAL BUDGET FOR THE SCHOOL
20 DISTRICT, CHARTER SCHOOL, CYBER CHARTER SCHOOL OR
21 COMPREHENSTIVE VOCATIONAL-TECHNICAL SCHOOL.
22 (IT) EMPLOYMENT OR TERMINATION OF A SUPERINTENDENT,
23 ASSTISTANT SUPERINTENDENT, PRINCIPAL OR ASSISTANT
24 PRINCIPAL OR THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OR CHIEF SCHOOL
25 ADMINISTRATOR OF A CHARTER SCHOOL, CYBER CHARTER SCHOOL
26 OR COMPREHENSIVE VOCATIONAL-TECHNICAL SCHOOL.
27 (ITT) NEGOTIATION AND EXECUTION OF A NEW COLLECTIVE
28 BARGAINING AGREEMENT.
29 (IV) THE ISSUANCE OR REFINANCING OF DEBT.
30 THE GOVERNING BODY SHALL SUBMIT A WRITTEN REQUEST FOR
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APPROVAL OF THE ACTION TO THE STATEWIDE ACADEMIC

ACCOUNTABILITY BOARD PRIOR TO TAKING FINAL ACTION. THE

GOVERNING BODY MAY NOT TAKE FINAL ACTION UNTIL THE STATEWIDE

ACADEMIC ACCOUNTABILITY BOARD HAS APPROVED THE ACTION UNDER

THTIS SECTION. THE GOVERNING BODY SHATT PROVIDE THE STATEWIDE

ACADEMIC ACCOUNTABILITY BOARD WITH ALL DOCUMENTATION AND

OTHER TINFORMATION REASONABLY REQUESTED BY THE STATEWIDE

ACADEMIC ACCOUNTABILITY BOARD WITHIN THREE BUSINESS DAYS OF

RECETIPT OF THE REQUEST. TF THE STATEWIDE ACADEMIC

ACCOUNTABILITY BOARD DOES NOT APPROVE THE PROPOSED ACTION

WITHIN 15 DAYS AFTER THE REQUEST BY THE GOVERNING BODY OR

WITHIN 15 DAYS AFTER THE STATEWIDE ACADEMIC ACCOUNTABILITY

BOARD RECETVES SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION OR DOCUMENTATION

REASONABLY REQUESTED FROM THE GOVERNING BODY, THE PROPOSED

ACTION OF THE GOVERNING BODY SHALL BE DEEMED APPROVED.

(3) CONVERSION OF A SCHOOL TO A CHARTER SCHOOL UNDER

SECTION 1713-C.

(4) NONRENEWAL OR TERMINATION OF A CHARTER UNDER SECTION

1714-C.

(C) ABITLITY TO DIRECT.--THE STATEWIDE ACADEMIC

ACCOUNTABILTITY BOARD MAY DIRECT THE GOVERNING BODY OF A SCHOOL

DISTRICT, CHARTER SCHOOL, CYBER CHARTER SCHOOL OR COMPREHENSIVE

VOCATIONAL-TECHNICAL SCHOOL DESIGNATED FOR ACCOUNTABILITY LEVEL

3 TO DO ANY OF THE FOLLOWING:

(1) RESTRUCTURE THE SCHOOL DISTRICT OR ONE OR MORE

SCHOOLS .

(2) CONVERT ONE OR MORE SCHOOLS TO CHARTER SCHOOLS.

(3) PLACE THE SCHOOL DISTRICT OR ONE OR MORE SCHOOLS

UNDER THE MANAGEMENT OF AN EDUCATTION MANAGEMENT ORGANIZATION.

(4) CLOSE ONE OR MORE SCHOOLS.
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(5) DISSOLVE THE SCHOOL DISTRICT OR SCHOOL.

THE GOVERNING BODY SHALL BEGIN IMPLEMENTATION OF ANY ACTION

DIRECTED BY THE STATEWIDE ACADEMIC ACCOUNTABILITY BOARD WITHIN

THREE BUSINESS DAYS FOLLOWING DIRECTION BY THE BOARD.

(D) FORFETITURES.--THE DEPARTMENT SHATLT ORDER THE FOLLOWING

FORFEITURES AGAINST A SCHOOL DISTRICT, CHARTER SCHOOL, CYBER

CHARTER SCHOOL OR COMPREHENSIVE VOCATIONAL-TECHNICAL SCHOOL THAT

FATILS TO COMPLY WITH SUBSECTION (B) OR FATLS TO TAKE THE ACTION

ORDERED BY THE STATEWIDE ACADEMIC ACCOUNTABILITY BOARD UNDER

SUBSECTION (C):

(1) $5,000 PER DAY FOR THE FIRST VIOLATION.

(2) $10,000 PER DAY FOR THE SECOND OR SUBSEQUENT

VIOLATTION.

THE FORFEITURE SHALL CONTINUE UNTIL THE GOVERNING BODY HAS

COMPLIED WITH SUBSECTION (B) OR HAS TAKEN ACTION DIRECTED BY THE

STATEWIDE ACADEMIC ACCOUNTABILITY BOARD UNDER SUBSECTION (C).

THE DEPARTMENT SHALL DEDUCT THE AMOUNT OF THE FORFEITURE FROM

ANY AND ALL STATE PAYMENTS MADE TO THE SCHOOL DISTRICT, CHARTER

SCHOOL, CYBER CHARTER SCHOOL OR COMPREHENSIVE VOCATIONAL-

TECHNICAL SCHOOL.

(E) REQUIREMENTS.--THE DEPARTMENT AND THE STATEWIDE ACADEMIC

ACCOUNTABILITY BOARD EACH SHALL FURNISH TO THE OTHER ENTITY,

UPON REQUEST, SUCH DATA AND INFORMATION AS THE OTHER ENTITY MAY,

FROM TIME TO TIME, REQUIRE. TO THE EXTENT FUNDS ARE APPROPRIATED

FOR THE PURPOSE, THE DEPARTMENT SHALTL PROVIDE THE STATEWIDE

ACADEMIC ACCOUNTABILITY BOARD WITH THE FOLLOWING:

(1) PROFESSTIONAL, ADMINISTRATIVE AND CLERTICAL PERSONNEL

AS MAY BE NECESSARY TO CARRY OUT THE DUTIES AND

RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE STATEWIDE ACADEMIC ACCOUNTABILITY

BOARD.
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(2) ADEQUATE SPACE AND EQUIPMENT TO FACILITATE THE

ACTIVITIES OF THE STATEWIDE ACADEMIC ACCOUNTABILITY BOARD.

(F) TERMINATION OR DEMOTION.--THE FOLLOWING SHALL APPLY TO

AN APPEATL OF AN ACTION BY THE GOVERNING BODY OF A SCHOOL

DISTRICT, CHARTER SCHOOL OR AREA VOCATTIONAL-TECHNICAL SCHOOL

DESIGNATED FOR ACCOUNTABILITY LEVEL 3 TO TERMINATE OR DEMOTE A

PROFESSTIONAL EMPLOYEE, NOTWITHSTANDING PROVISIONS OF SECTION

1131:

(1) THE PROFESSIONAL EMPLOYEE SHALL FILE THE APPEAL WITH

THE SECRETARY WITHIN 15 DAYS AFTER RECEIPT BY REGISTERED MATIL

OF THE WRITTEN NOTICE OF THE DECISION OF THE GOVERNING BODY

TO TERMINATE OR DEMOTE THE PROFESSTONAL EMPILOYEE.

(2) THE SECRETARY SHATLTL FIX A DAY AND TIME FOR A HEARTNG

WHICH SHALL NOT BE MORE THAN 20 DAYS AFTER THE APPEAL IS

FITLED WITH THE SECRETARY.

(3) THE SECRETARY SHALL RENDER AN OPINION ON THE APPEAL

WITHIN 20 DAYS AFTER THE HEARING.

(G) PETITION.--THE PARENTS OF 51% QOF STUDENTS IN A SCHOOL

DISTRICT OR SCHOOL DESIGNATED FOR ACCOUNTABILITY LEVEL 3 OR A

SCHOOL DISTRICT TN WHICH A SCHOOL TS DESTGNATED FOR

ACCOUNTABILITY ILEVEL 3 MAY PETITION THE GOVERNING BODY TO TAKE

ONE OF THE FOLLOWING ACTIONS:

(1) CONTRACT WITH AN EDUCATION MANAGEMENT ORGANIZATION

TO MANAGE THE SCHOOL DISTRICT OR A SCHOOL.

(2) CONVERT A SCHOOL TO A CHARTER SCHOOL.

(3) CLOSE A SCHOOL.

(4) ENTER INTO AGREEMENTS WITH PERSONS OR FOR-PROFIT OR

NONPROFIT ORGANIZATTIONS PROVIDING EDUCATIONAL OR OTHER

SERVICES TO OR FOR THE SCHOOL DISTRICT OR SCHOOL.

(H) PROCEDURE .—--A GOVERNING BODY THAT RECEIVES A PETITION
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UNDER SUBSECTION (G) SHALL SUBMIT A COPY OF THE PETITION TO THE

STATEWIDE ACADEMIC ACCOUNTABILITY BOARD ON THE NEXT BUSINESS DAY

FOLLOWING RECEIPT OF THE PETITION. THE GOVERNING BODY SHALL

BEGIN TMPTLEMENTATION OF THE ACTION REQUESTED IN A PROPERLY FTLED

PETITTION NOT MORE THAN THREFE BUSINESS DAYS AFTER RECETPT OF THE

PETITION.

(1) FORM.--THE DEPARTMENT SHALL DEVELOP A FORM FOR THE

PETITION PERMITTED UNDER SUBSECTION (G) AND INSTRUCTIONS FOR

FILING THE PETITION WITH THE GOVERNING BODY. THE FORM AND THE

INSTRUCTIONS SHALL BE MADE AVAILABLE ON THE DEPARTMENT'S

PUBLICLY ACCESSIBLE INTERNET WEBSITE.

(J) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE.--FOR SCHOOL DISTRICTS AND SCHOOLS

DESIGNATED FOR ACCOUNTABILITY LEVEL 3, THE DEPARTMENT SHALL

PROVIDE TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE DIRECTLY OR THROUGH THE

INTERMEDIATE UNIT OF WHICH THE SCHOOL DISTRICT OR SCHOOL IS A

MEMBER AND IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 1709-C.

SECTION 1709-C. TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE.

(A) GENERAL RULE.--TO THE EXTENT FUNDS ARE APPROPRIATED FOR

THE PURPOSE, A SCHOOL DISTRICT OR SCHOOL THAT HAS BEEN

DESIGNATED FOR ACCOUNTABILITY TEVEL 1, 2 OR 3 SHALL BE ELIGIBLE

FOR TECHNICAL ASSTISTANCE FROM THE DEPARTMENT OR FROM AN

INTERMEDIATE UNIT APPOINTED BY AND IN COORDINATION WITH THE

DEPARTMENT. TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE MAY INCLUDE:

(1) TOOLS TO ANALYZE DATA FROM THE PENNSYILVANTIA SYSTEM

OF SCHOOL ASSESSMENT TEST, THE KEYSTONE EXAM, AN EQUIVALENT

LOCAL ASSESSMENT OR ANY OTHER TEST ESTABLISHED BY THE STATE

BOARD OF EDUCATION TO MEET THE REQUIREMENTS OF SECTION 2603-

B(D) (10) (T) .

(2) A FRAMEWORK FOR AND ASSISTANCE IN DEVELOPING AN

IMPROVEMENT PTAN.
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(3) A FRAMEWORK FOR AND ASSISTANCE IN DEVELOPING A

STRATEGIC PLAN.

(4) IDENTIFICATION OF PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT AND

INSTRUCTTIONAL STRATEGIES AND METHODS TO TIMPROVE THE ACADEMIC

PERFORMANCE OF STUDENTS IN SUBJECT ARFAS FOR WHICH AN

ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE TARGET HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED AND HAS NOT

BEEN MET.

(5) ASSISTANCE IN IDENTIFYING REGIONAL PARTNERS, WHICH

MAY INCLUDE INTERMEDIATE UNITS, NONPROFIT EDUCATIONAL

INSTITUTIONS, CONSULTANTS OR INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER EDUCATION

THAT THE SCHOOL DISTRICT OR SCHOOL MAY CONTRACT WITH AT TITS

EXPENSE FOR ASSTISTANCE IN TMPTLEMENTING THE PROFESSTONAL

DEVELOPMENT AND INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES AND METHODS

IDENTTFIED IN PARAGRAPH (4).

(6) INFORMATION CONCERNING BEST PRACTICES AND RESOURCES

ATMED AT TIMPROVING ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE .

(7) THE ASSIGNMENT OF A DISTINGUISHED EDUCATOR TO WORK

WITH A SCHOOL DISTRICT.

(8) ASSISTANCE THROUGH THE QUALITY REVIEW PROCESS.

(9) ASSISTANCE IN ESTABLISHING AND UTILIZING SCHOOL

SUPPORT TEAMS IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 1117 (A) (5) OF THE NO

CHILD LEFT BEHIND ACT OF 2001 OR ITS SUCCESSOR FEDERAL

STATUTE.

(B) CRITERIA.--TO THE EXTENT FUNDS ARE APPROPRIATED FOR THE

PURPOSE, SCHOOLS AND SCHOOL DISTRICTS DESCRIBED IN SUBSECTION

(A) SHALL BE ELIGIBLE FOR TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE BASED ON CRITERIA

ESTABLISHED BY THE DEPARTMENT IN ORDER TO ENSURE THAT THE LOWEST

PERFORMING SCHOQOL DISTRICTS AND SCHOOLS RECETIVE PRTIORITY

CONSIDERATION WITH RESPECT TO THE DISTRIBUTION OF RESOURCES. THE

DEPARTMENT SHATTL ESTABLTSH THE CRITERTA AND PUBLISH GUIDELINES
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NO LATER THAN 30 DAYS FROM THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS SECTION.

(C) CLEARINGHOUSE.--TO THE EXTENT FUNDS ARE APPROPRIATED FOR

THE PURPOSE, THE DEPARTMENT SHALL ESTABLISH A CLEARINGHOUSE OF

INFORMATION RELATED TO SPECIFIC STRATEGIES FOR IMPROVING THE

ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE OF STUDENTS IN SCHOOL DISTRICTS OR SCHOOLS

THAT HAVE BEEN DESIGNATED FOR ACCOUNTABILITY LEVEL 1, 2 OR 3.

THE CLEARINGHOUSE SHALL INCLUDE BEST PRACTICES, METHODS AND

INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES BASED ON SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH,

INCLUDING:

(1) METHODS OF IMPROVING THE ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE OF

STUDENTS IN ANY SUBJECT AREA FOR WHICH AN ACADEMIC

PERFORMANCE TARGET HAS BEEN ESTABLTISHED AND HAS NOT BEEN MET.

(2) METHODS OF IMPROVING THE ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE OF

STUDENTS IDENTIEFIED AS HAVING DISABILITIES OR LIMITED ENGLISH

PROFICIENCY.

(3) PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT PROGRAMS AND POLICIES.

(4) CLASSROOM INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES.

(5) CURRICULUM REDESIGN.

(6) SCHOOL SAFETY.

(1) TUTORING PROGRAMS.

SECTION 1710-C. RESPONSIBILITIES OF DEPARTMENT.

THE DEPARTMENT SHATT:

(1) PROVIDE WRITTEN NOTTIFTICATION TO A SCHOOL DISTRICT OR

SCHOOL OF ITS DESIGNATION UNDER SECTION 1702-C.

(2) PUBLISH THE ANNUAL REPORT ON THE DEPARTMENT'S

INTERNET WEBSITE BY JULY 1 OF EACH YEAR AND NOTIFY

INTERMEDIATE UNITS, SCHOOL DISTRICTS AND SCHOOLS OF THE

PUBLICATTION.

(3) ESTABLISH GUIDELINES FOR THE PROVISION OF TECHNICAL

ASSISTANCE TO SCHOOL DISTRICTS AND SCHOOLS. THE GUIDELINES
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SHALL INCLUDE PROVISIONS TO ENSURE THAT THE ILOWEST PERFORMING

SCHOOL DISTRICTS AND SCHOOLS RECEIVE FIRST PRIORITY.

(4) ESTABLISH GUIDELINES EXPLAINING HOW REQUISITE

ACHTEVEMENT ON ENGLTISH LANGUAGE PROFICTIENCY TESTING WILL BE

MEASURED.

(5) TO THE EXTENT FUNDS ARE APPROPRIATED FOR THE

PURPOSE, ESTABLISH AND PROVIDE PROFESSIONAL EDUCATION

COURSES, PROGRAMS, ACTIVITIES OR LEARNING EXPERIENCES UNDER

SECTION 1205.2(F) SPECIFIC TO CLASSROOM STRATEGIES TO IMPROVE

THE ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE OF STUDENTS IN CONTENT AREAS SUBJECT

TO THE PENNSYLVANIA SYSTEM OF SCHOOL ASSESSMENT TEST, THE

KEYSTONE EXAM, AN EQUIVALENT LOCAL ASSESSMENT OR ANY OTHER

TEST ESTABLTISHED BY THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION TO MEET THE

REQUIREMENTS OF SECTION 2603-B(D) (10) (T) .

(6) TO THE EXTENT FUNDS ARE APPROPRIATED FOR THE

PURPOSE, PROVIDE ACADEMIC ASSISTANCE, INCLUDING STRATEGIC

INTERVENTIONS AND TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE, WHEN A SCHOOL

DISTRICT OR SCHOOL IS DESIGNATED FOR ACCOUNTABILITY LEVEL 1,

2 OR 3 TN ACCORDANCE WITH PROVISIONS OF THE STATE PIAN.

(7) ANNUALLY REVIEW AND APPROVE, APPROVE WITH

MODIFTICATIONS OR DISAPPROVE TMPROVEMENT PLANS REQUIRED UNDER

THIS ARTICLE.

(8) DESIGN THE PARENTAL PETITION PERMITTED UNDER SECTION

1708-C(C), ESTABLISH INSTRUCTIONS FOR FILING THE PETITION AND

MAKE THE PETITTION AND INSTRUCTIONS AVATLABLE ON THE

DEPARTMENT'S PUBLICLY ACCESSIBLE INTERNET WEBSITE.

SECTION 1711-C. CONTINUING PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT.

(A) AMENDMENT OF PLAN.--

(1) A SCHOOL DISTRICT OR SCHOOL THAT FAILED TO MEET ONE

OR MORE OF ITS ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE TARGETS IN THE PRIOR
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SCHOOL YEAR SHALL CONVENE THE COMMITTEE ESTABLISHED UNDER

SECTION 1205.1(B) FOR THE PURPOSE OF AMENDING ITS

PROFESSTIONAL EDUCATION PLAN. THE AMENDED PROFESSIONAL

EDUCATION PLAN SHALTL SPECIFY CONTINUING PROFESSTONAL

EDUCATION OPTIONS DESIGNED TO ASSTIST IN THE ACHIEVEMENT OF

ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE TARGETS. THE OPTIONS MAY INCLUDE:

(I) METHODS OF IMPROVING THE ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE OF

STUDENTS IN ANY SUBJECT AREA IN WHICH A SCHOOL OR SCHOOLS

HAVE FATLED TO MEET THE PERFORMANCE TARGET.

(IT) METHODS OF IMPROVING THE ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE

OF ANY STUDENT SUBGROUP THAT HAS FAILED TO MEET A

PERFORMANCE TARGET.

(2) THE AMENDED PLAN SHALT BE APPROVED BY THE

IMPROVEMENT TEAM AND THE GOVERNING BODY.

(B) APPROVAL OF CREDITS OR HOURS.--IN THE CASE OF A SCHOOL

DISTRICT OR SCHOOL THAT FAILED TO MEET ONE OR MORE OF ITS

ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE TARGETS IN THE PRIOR SCHOOL YFEAR:

(1) THE PLAN REQUIRED UNDER SECTION 1205.1(C) SHALL

SPECIEFY THE CONTENT OF ANY CREDITS OR HOURS TO BE OBTAINED

THROUGH THE TIN-SERVICE PROGRAM OF THE SCHOOL DISTRICT OR

SCHOOL.

(2) CREDITS OR HOURS EARNED UNDER SECTION 1205.2(C) (1),

(2), (3) AND (4) MUST BE APPROVED BY THE SUPERINTENDENT,

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OR CHIEEF SCHOOL ADMINISTRATOR OF THE

SCHOOL DISTRICT OR SCHOOL AS FULFILLING THE GOAL OF THE

APPROVED PROFESSIONAL EDUCATION PLAN OF THE SCHOOL DISTRICT

OR _SCHOOL.

SECTION 1712-C. PROHIBITION OF STRIKES.

NOTWITHSTANDING THE PROVISTONS OF ARTICLE XT-A, STRIKES SHALL

BE PROHIBITED IN ANY SCHOOL DISTRICT DESIGNATED FOR
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ACCOUNTABILITY LEVEL 3. THE PROHIBITION SHALL REMAIN EFFECTIVE

UNTIL THE SCHOOL DISTRICT HAS MET ITS ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE FOR

TWO CONSECUTIVE SCHOOL YEARS.

SECTION 1713-C. CONVERSION TO CHARTER SCHOOL.

NOTWITHSTANDING THE PROVISTIONS OF ARTICLE XVIT-A, THE

FOLLOWING SHALL APPLY TO A SCHOOL DISTRICT DESIGNATED FOR

ACCOUNTABILITY LEVEL 1, 2 OR 3 UNDER THIS ARTICLE THAT ELECTS OR

IS DIRECTED TO CONVERT ONE OR MORE EXTSTING SCHOOLS TO A CHARTER

SCHOOL :

(1) A SCHOOL DISTRICT MAY ESTABLISH A NONPROFIT

CORPORATION FOR THE PURPOSE OF CONVERTING AN EXISTING SCHOOL

TO A CHARTER SCHOOL.

(2) THE SCHOOL DISTRICT SHATLT PUBLISH NOTICE OF ITS

INTENTION TO CONVERT AN EXISTING SCHOOL TO A CHARTER SCHOOL.

THE NOTICE SHALL BE PUBLISHED ONE TIME IN A NEWSPAPER OF

GENERAL CIRCULATION IN THE SCHOOL DISTRICT. A 30-DAY PUBLIC

COMMENT PERIOD SHALL FOLLOW PUBLICATION OF THE NOTICE.

(3) THE BOARD OF SCHOOL DIRECTORS OF THE SCHOOL DISTRICT

MAY DETERMINE TO CONVERT AN EXISTING SCHOOL TO A CHARTER

SCHOOL AT TITS NEXT PUBLIC MEETING FOLLOWING THE CLOSE OF THE

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD REQUIRED UNDER PARAGRAPH (2). UPON THE

AFFIRMATIVE VOTE OF A MAJORITY OF THE MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF

SCHOOL DIRECTORS PRESENT AT THE PUBLIC MEETING, THE SCHOOL

DISTRICT MAY GRANT A CHARTER TO A NONPROFIT CORPORATION

ESTABLISHED BY THE SCHOOL DISTRICT UNDER PARAGRAPH (1) OR TO

ANY INDIVIDUAL, GROUP OF INDIVIDUALS OR ENTITY PERMITTED TO

ESTABLISH A CHARTER SCHOOL UNDER SECTION 1717-A(A).

(4) AN TNDIVIDUAL AUTHORIZED TO ESTABLISH A CHARTER

SCHOOL OR THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF AN ENTITY AUTHORIZED TO

ESTABLISH A CHARTER SCHOOL SHALL ESTABLISH A BOARD OF
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TRUSTEES TO GOVERN THE CHARTER SCHOOL.

(5) THE CHARTER SCHOOL MAY ENTER CONTRACTS WITH THE

LOCAL SCHOOL DISTRICT FOR THE PROCUREMENT OF SERVICES,

EQUIPMENT AND SUPPLTIES.

(6) NOTWITHSTANDING PROVISIONS OF SECTION 1714-A(C) TO

THE CONTRARY, ANY INDEBTEDNESS INCURRED BY A CHARTER SCHOOL

FORMED UNDER THIS SECTION IN THE EXERCISE OF THE POWERS

SPECIFIED IN SECTION 1714-A MAY BE GUARANTEED BY THE SCHOOL

DISTRICT, SUBJECT TO THE LIMITATIONS OF 53 PA.C.S. CHS. 81

(RELATING TO INCURRING DEBT AND ISSUING BONDS AND NOTES) AND

82 (RELATING TO MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS) .

SECTION 1714-C. NONRENEWAL OR TERMINATION OF A CHARTER.

(A) CLOSURE .--NOTWITHSTANDING THE PROVISTIONS OF SECTION

1729-A, A SCHOOL DISTRICT IN WHICH A CHARTER SCHOOL IS

DESIGNATED FOR ACCOUNTABILITY LEVEL 3 MAY CLOSE THE CHARTER

SCHOOL TIMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE DESIGNATION OF THE CHARTER

SCHOOL FOR ACCOUNTABILITY LEVEL 3. IN THESE CIRCUMSTANCES, THE

SCHOOL DISTRICT SHALL PROVIDE THE CHARTER SCHOOL WITH IMMEDIATE

NOTICE OF THE DECISION OF THE BOARD OF SCHOOL DIRECTORS TO CLOSE

THE CHARTER SCHOOL.

(B) STUDENTS.—--WHEN A CHARTER TS REVOKED UNDER SUBSECTION

(A), A STUDENT WHO ATTENDED THE CHARTER SCHOOL SHALL APPLY TO

ANOTHER PUBLIC SCHOOL IN THE STUDENT'S SCHOOL DISTRICT OF

RESIDENCE. NORMAL APPLICATION DEADLINES WILL BE DISREGARDED

UNDER THESE CIRCUMSTANCES.

SECTION 1715-C. CONTRACTS WITH EDUCATION MANAGEMENT

ORGANIZATIONS.

ANY CONTRACT BETWEEN A SCHOOL DISTRICT OR SCHOOL AND AN

EDUCATION MANAGEMENT ORGANTIZATION THAT TS ENTERED TINTO AFTER THE

EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS ARTICLE SHALL PROVIDE THAT, UPON
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DESTIGNATION FOR ACCOUNTABILITY LEVEL 3, A SCHOOL DISTRICT OR

SCHOOL SO DESIGNATED SHALL IMMEDIATELY RETURN TO THE MANAGEMENT

AND CONTROL OF THE GOVERNING BODY AND THE CONTRACT BETWEEN THE

SCHOOL DISTRICT OR SCHOOL AND THE EDUCATTION MANAGEMENT

ORGANIZATION SHATT TERMINATE.

SECTION 1716-C. VALUE ADDED ASSESSMENT SYSTEM.

BEGINNING ON THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS ARTICLE, THE

DEPARTMENT SHALL MAKE AVAILABLE ON ITS PUBLICLY ACCESSIBLE

INTERNET WEBSITE ALL VALUE ADDED ASSESSMENT SYSTEM DATA

GENERATED FOR THE SCHOOL DISTRICT LEVEL, THE SCHOOL LEVEL, THE

GRADE LEVEL AND THE CLASSROOM LEVEL, SUBJECT TO THE FAMILY

EDUCATIONAL RIGHTS AND PRIVACY ACT OF 1974 (PUBLIC ILAW 90-247,

20 U.S.C. § 1232) OR A SUCCESSOR FEDERAL STATUTE.

SECTION 1717-C. SCHOOL EMPOWERMENT GRANTS.

(A) PROGRAM.--THE DEPARTMENT SHALT ESTABLTISH A PROGRAM OF

ANNUAL SCHOOL EMPOWERMENT GRANTS FOR SCHOOL DISTRICTS ON THE

EDUCATION EMPOWERMENT LIST UNDER SECTION 1703-B ON THE DAY PRIOR

TO THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS ARTICLE TO ASSIST IN THE

IMPLEMENTATION OF THETIR IMPROVEMENT PLANS.

(B) LIMITATION.--GRANTS SHALL BE LIMITED TO THE AMOUNT

APPROPRTIATED FOR THAT PURPOSE.

(C) GRANTS.--GRANTS SHALL BE PROVIDED ANNUALLY TO THE SCHOOL

DISTRICT FOR USE AS DIRECTED BY THE TIMPROVEMENT TEAM IN

IMPLEMENTING THE TIMPROVEMENT PLAN DEVELOPED IN ACCORDANCE WITH

THIS ARTICILE.

(D) BASE ANNUAL GRANT.--SUBJECT TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF THIS

SECTION, AND TO THE EXTENT FUNDS ARE APPROPRIATED FOR THE

PURPOSE, EACH QUALIEFYING SCHOOL DISTRICT SHALL RECEIVE A BASE

ANNUAL GRANT OF $450,000 AND AN ADDITIONAL GRANT OF UP TO $75

PER AVERAGE DATLY MEMBERSHIP FOR THE PRIOR SCHOOL YEAR OF THE
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SCHOOL DISTRICT. THE SCHOOL DISTRICT OR THE STATEWIDE ACADEMIC

ACCOUNTABILITY BOARD SHALL GIVE PRIORITY IN ALLOCATING THE GRANT

FUNDING RECEIVED UNDER THIS SECTION TO THE INDIVIDUAL SCHOOLS

IDENTIFTED AS HAVING A HISTORY OF TOW TEST PERFORMANCE.

(E) SPECIFIC ALTLOWABLE USES.--THE DEPARTMENT SHALL SET FORTH

THE SPECIFIC ALLOWABLE USES FOR GRANT EFUNDS AND PLACE

CONDITIONS, AS NECESSARY, ON THE USE OF GRANT FUNDS. THE

DEPARTMENT SHALL ESTABLISH ACCOUNTABILITY PROCEDURES AND

AUDITING GUIDELINES TO ENSURE THAT GRANT EFUNDS ARE UTILIZED IN

ACCORDANCE WITH THE ALLOWABLE USES AND CONDITIONS.

(F) SEPARATE ACCOUNTS.--A SCHOOL DISTRICT RECEIVING A GRANT

UNDER THIS SECTTION SHATLTL BE REQUTIRED TO MATINTAIN SEPARATE

ACCOUNTS IN THAT SCHOQOL DISTRICT'S BUDGET TO FACILITATE

MONITORING THE USE OF THESE GRANT FUNDS. IN NO CASE SHALL A

SCHOOL DISTRICT USE MORE THAN 5% OF THE GRANT FUNDS FOR

ADMINISTRATIVE COSTS.

(G) REDUCTION.--THE DEPARTMENT SHALL REDUCE THE AMOUNT OF A

STATE SUBSIDY PAYMENT TO A SCHOOL DISTRICT OR SCHOOL BY THE

AMOUNT OF ANY GRANT FUNDS PROVIDED UNDER THIS SECTION IF THE

SCHOOL DISTRICT DOES NOT USE THE GRANT FUNDS TN ACCORDANCE WITH

THE ATTOWABLE USES AND CONDITTIONS SET FORTH BY THE DEPARTMENT.

SECTION 1718-C. REGULATIONS.

THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION MAY ISSUE REGULATIONS TO

IMPLEMENT THIS ARTICLE.

SECTION 1719-C. CONSTRUCTION.

(A) PROHIBITION.—--NOTHING IN THIS ARTICLE SHALL BE CONSTRUED

TO SUPERSEDE THE FOLLOWING:

(1) A REQUIREMENT OF THE NO CHILD LEFT BEHIND ACT OF

2001 OR ITS SUCCESSOR FEDERAL STATUTE.

(2) A PROVISION OF A COLLECTIVE BARGAINING AGREEMENT IN
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1 EFFECT ON THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS ARTICLE, EXCEPT THAT:

2 (I) NO COLLECTIVE BARGAINING AGREEMENT ENTERED INTO
3 AFTER THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS ARTICLE SHALL SUPERSEDE
4 OR PREEMPT THE POWERS OF THE DEPARTMENT, A SCHOOL
5 DISTRICT, A SCHOOL OR THE STATEWIDE ACADEMIC
6 ACCOUNTABTLITY BOARD UNDER THE NO CHILD LEFT BEHIND ACT
7 OF 2001 OR ITS SUCCESSOR FEDERAL STATUTE OR UNDER THIS
8 ARTICLE.
9 (IT) A SCHOOL DISTRICT OR SCHOOL DESIGNATED FOR
10 ACCOUNTABILITY LEVEL 1, 2 OR 3 AND SUBJECT TO A
11 COLLECTIVE BARGAINING AGREEMENT MAY RENEGOTIATE ITS
12 COLLECTIVE BARGAINING AGREEMENT OR ENTER INTO A
13 MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING UNDER THE COLLECTIVE
14 BARGAINING AGREEMENT.
15 (3) A PROVISION OF SECTION 696. THIS ARTICLE SHALL NOT
16 APPLY TO A SCHOOL DISTRICT OF THE FIRST CLASS, PROVIDED THAT
17 SECTION 1717-C SHALL APPLY TO A SCHOOL DISTRICT OF THE FIRST
18 CLASS.
19 (B) NO EXPANSION OF POWERS.--SECTION 1704-C(E) SHALL NOT BE

20 CONSTRUED TO EXPAND THE POWERS OF THE GOVERNING BODY OF A SCHOOL

21 DISTRICT OR SCHOOL.

22 Section 3. This act shall take effect immediately.
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