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A RESOLUTION

Urging the President of the United States to classify the
terrorism suspect prison photos.

WHEREAS, On September 11, 2001, more than 3,000 United States

citizens lost their lives in an unprovoked attack on the United

States; and

WHEREAS, The attack on United States soil was carried out by

Al Qaeda terrorists who hate the United States and the freedoms

that she stands for; and

WHEREAS, Al Qaeda and other terrorist groups continue to plan

and plot to attack our homeland and to kill United States

citizens, as well as our soldiers in Irag and Afghanistan;

and

WHEREAS, There exists a belief among some Americans that the
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War on Terror is breeding more terrorists and that America's
image abroad has suffered negatively, and yet there are those
who believe that the 44 photographs allegedly depicting abuse of
detainees in United States custody in Irag and Afghanistan
should be released; and

WHEREAS, The United States military has had more than 450,000
soldiers deployed in Iraq and Afghanistan, and the release of
the detainee photos showing the bad behavior of a few would be a
disservice to the entire United States military and will incite
violence against our servicemen and servicewomen; and

WHEREAS, Senator John McCain, a prisoner of war hero who
suffered at the hands of torturers himself, has called on the
President of the United States to classify the photographs to
protect our servicemen and servicewomen; and

WHEREAS, On May 12, 2009, the President of the United States
made the decision not to release to the public the prisoner
photos of terrorism suspects; and

WHEREAS, The President of the United States stated at the
time that, "The publication of these photos would not add any
additional benefit to our understanding of what was carried out
in the past by a small number of individuals"; and

WHEREAS, The President also stated that, "The most direct
consequence of releasing them, I believe, would be to further
inflame anti-American opinion and to put our troops in greater
danger"; and

WHEREAS, Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid has stated that,
"The pictures are not going to be released," in response to the
United States House of Representatives seeking to remove an
amendment in the war funding bill under consideration that would

prohibit the release of the alleged torture photos; and
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WHEREAS, Many United States citizens believe that the release
of these photos will make the United States less safe and put
our soldiers at greater risk; and

WHEREAS, The Honorable Scott Perry and the Honorable Nick
Miccarelli, members of the House of Representatives of the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, have been called to active duty
with the Pennsylvania Army National Guard and are currently
serving a tour of duty in Iraqg; and

WHEREAS, Pennsylvania's own 56th Stryker Brigade consisting
of more than 4,000 soldiers has been recently deployed to Iraq,
and more than 2,000 airmen from the 28th Combat Aviation Brigade
are presently serving along with the Stryker Brigade in Iragqg;
therefore be it

RESOLVED, That the House of Representatives of the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania take a stand to protect
Pennsylvania's finest soldiers, among whom are two members of
the House of Representatives; and be it further

RESOLVED, That the House of Representatives of the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania urge the President of the United
States to issue an executive order classifying the terrorism
suspect photos; and be it further

RESOLVED, That copies of this resolution be transmitted to
the President of the United States and to each member of

Congress from Pennsylvania.
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