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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL

3 6 Special Session No. 1 of
NoO. 2007-2008

| NTRODUCED BY CGEORGE, BELFANTI, BENN NGTON, BRENNAN, CASCRI O
DeLUCA, FABRI ZI O, GOODVAN, GRUCELA, HARHAI, HORNAMAN,
JOSEPHS, KOTI K, KULA, LEVDANSKY, MARKOSEK, M GEEHAN,

Mol LHATTAN, Mcl LVAINE SM TH, PETRONE, RUBLEY, SHI MKUS
SI PTROTH, SOLOBAY, SURRA, THOVAS, WALKO, YOUNGBLOGOD AND
YUDI CHAK, OCTOBER 25, 2007

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON ENVI RONMENTAL RESOURCES AND ENERGY,
OCTOBER 25, 2007
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AN ACT

Establishing the State Energy O fice and an advi sory council;
and i nposing duties on the State Energy Ofice.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the State Energy
Ofice Act.

Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Conmi ssion.” The Pennsylvania Public Utility Conm ssion.

"Departnment.” The Departnent of Environmental Protection of
t he Commonweal t h.

"OFfice." The State Energy O fice established under section
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"Secretary."” The Secretary of Environnental Protection of
t he Conmonweal t h.

Section 3. The State Energy Ofice.

The State Energy Ofice is established in the Departnent of
Environnmental Protection to pronote the goals of energy
devel opnent and energy conservati on.

Section 4. Conposition of office.

The secretary shall designate an executive director and hire
the staff of the office in accordance with procedures of the
depart nment.

Section 5. Advisory council.

An advi sory council to the office is established. The
Governor shall appoint persons to the council who shall be
menbers of the General Assenbly, the business and transportation
community of this Commonweal th, public officials and the general
public. The purpose of the council is to provide advice and
assistance to the office on matters affecting the State's energy
situation. The nenbers shall be reinbursed for the expense of
participating in council functions.

Section 6. Powers and duties of office.

The powers and duties of the office are as foll ows:

(1) To pronote the devel opnent of this Conmonweal th's

i ndi genous and renewabl e energy resources through prograns

involving informati on and technical and financial assistance.

(2) To assist the Departnment of General Services in
pronoting the efficient use of energy by the State governnment
and all sectors of this Commobnweal th. Wrking with the

Governor's Green Governnment Council, the office will

encourage energy efficiency and conservation through prograns
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providing informati on and technical and financial assistance.
The office will also work with the comm ssion to devel op
specific prograns to pronote energy efficiency for
comercial, industrial and residential consuners of

deregul ated utilities, such as natural gas and electricity.

(3) To be the point of contact for private and
government energy matters and the | ead Commonweal t h agency
for energy policy devel opnment. The office will regularly
update the Commonweal th's energy policy to determ ne new
opportunities for energy devel opnent and energy conservati on.

(4) To be the primary manager and coordi nator of Federal
energy grants, petrol eum overcharge funds and private energy
grants.

(5) To assist the Departnent of General Services in the
revi ew of energy-related plans, prograns, policies and
regul ati ons of Commonweal th agencies and to provide
recommendations to further pronote energy devel opnent and
energy conservation. The office is authorized to intervene in
energy-rel ated proceedi ngs of the conm ssion and ot her
Federal or State regul atory agenci es.

(6) To nonitor prices of petrol eum and supplies of
petrol eum products available for use in this Comonwealth to
determ ne whether there exists or is likely to exist an
energency shortage under section 2802-C(d) of the act of
April 9, 1929 (P.L.177, No.175), known as The Adm nistrative
Code of 1929, and to conduct energency allocation neasures
during a period of declared energency petrol eum product
shortage under section 2802-C of The Adm ni strative Code of
1929. The office will also nonitor the price and supply of

energy to provide information to the Governor on the changing
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1 i npact of energy prices on the Commonweal th's econony.

2 (7) To assume the responsibilities assigned to the

3 Depart ment of Environnmental Protection under the act of June
4 28, 1995 (P.L.89, No.18), known as the Conservation and

5 Nat ural Resources Act, which had been assigned to the office
6 under prior statutes, regul ations and executive orders,

7 including the adm nistration of the funds transferred to the
8 department under section 507 of that act.

9 (8) To pronote the establishnent of a regional strategic
10 heating oil and diesel fuel reserve in the md-Atlantic
11 states and other prograns that ensure that energy shortages
12 or price surges do not harmthe Comonweal th's econony.
13 Section 7. Effective date.
14 This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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