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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA
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A RESCLUTI ON

Endorsing the request for Federal funding to address vitally
i mportant water resource needs.

WHEREAS, The water resources of the Conmmonweal th of
Pennsyl vania are vitally inportant for domestic purposes,
production of food and fiber, power generation, industrial and
commerci al purposes and recreational uses; and

WHEREAS, The Conmmonweal th of Pennsylvania is a nmenber of
several interstate river basin comm ssions, including the
Susquehanna Ri ver Basin Commi ssion, the Delaware River Basin
Conmi ssion and the Interstate Conm ssion on the Potomac River
Basin, hereinafter referred to as the "Md-Atlantic
Conmi ssi ons"; and

WHEREAS, The jurisdiction of the Md-Atlantic Conm ssions
enconpasses approxi mtely two-thirds of the |and area of the
Commonweal th of Pennsyl vani a and approxi mately two-thirds of the

streammles in the State; and
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WHEREAS, The M d- Atl anti ¢ Conm ssions provide inval uabl e
wat er resource functions, including planning and managenent
activities to avoid conflicts between states sharing the sane
wat er sheds and anong wat er users; and

WHEREAS, The M d-Atl antic Conm ssions were established by
| egi sl ati on enacted by the Conmmonweal th of Pennsyl vania and the
ot her menber jurisdictions to each of the conpacts, including
t he Federal Governnent; and

WHEREAS, The interstate conpacts that were created as the
result of this legislation require their menber jurisdictions,
i ncludi ng the Federal Governnent, to provide equitable shares of
funding in support of the Md-Atlantic Conm ssions' annual
expense budgets; and

WHEREAS, The Federal Governnent has provided no direct
funding to the Md-Atlantic Conm ssions for the past decade in
fulfillment of its interstate conpact obligations, resulting in
the financial burden of responsibility being shifted to the
menber states of the Md-Atlantic Comm ssions, including the
Commonweal t h of Pennsyl vani a; and

WHEREAS, The 110th Congress of the United States, in its
first session, enacted the Water Resources Devel opnent Act of
2007; and

WHEREAS, Section 5019(b) of the Water Resources Devel opnent
Act of 2007 requires the Secretary of the Arny to allocate funds
to the Md-Atlantic Comm ssions to fulfill the equitable funding
requi renents of the respective interstate conpacts; and

WHEREAS, The M d-Atl anti ¢ Conm ssions have officially
requested that funding be included in the Fiscal Year 2009
Energy and Water Devel opnent Appropriations Bill in the anpunt

of $1 nmillion for the Susquehanna Ri ver Basin Conmi ssion,
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$715,000 for the Del aware River Basin Commi ssion and $650, 000
for the Interstate Conm ssion on the Potomac R ver Basin; and

WHEREAS, Federal funding is needed for the Md-Atlantic
Conmmi ssions to address vitally inportant water resource needs,
anong themthe establishnment of flow targets to guide the
Susquehanna Ri ver Basin Commi ssion's managenent of nmjor
wi thdrawal s i n the Susquehanna River Basin, the initiation of
flood mtigation activities in the Delaware R ver Basin and the
coordination with community |leaders in the Potomac River Basin
on drinking water source water protection activities; therefore
be it

RESCLVED, That the Pennsylvani a Senate whol eheartedly endorse
the request of the Md-Atlantic Conm ssions for funding fromthe
Federal Governnent in fiscal year 2009; and be it further

RESCLVED, That all menbers of Pennsylvania' s Congressional
Del egation are strongly encouraged to actively support the
fundi ng request of the Md-Atlantic Comm ssions; and be it
further

RESCLVED, That the United States Senate and the United States
House of Representatives Appropriations Subcomm ttees on Energy
and Water Devel opment be urged to place a high priority on the
request of the Md-Atlantic Comm ssions and to include said
request in the Fiscal Year 2009 Energy and Water Devel opnment
Appropriations Bill; and be it further

RESCLVED, That pursuant to the requirenments of section
5019(b) of the Water Resources Devel opnent Act of 2007, the
Secretary of the Arny be urged to reconmend funds for the M d-
Atl antic Comm ssions in the fiscal year 2010 budget it submts
to the Ofice of Managenent and Budget; and be it further

RESCLVED, That pursuant to the requirenments of the interstate
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conpacts of the Md-Atlantic Comm ssions, the President of the
United States be urged to include funds for the Federal
Government's equi tabl e share of funding in support of the M d-
Atl antic Comm ssions' 2010 budget in the President's 2010 budget
request; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the governors and general assenblies of the
ot her nmenber states of the Md-Atlantic Conm ssions be urged to
consi der the adoption of simlar resolutions; and be it further

RESCLVED, That a copy of this resolution be transmtted to
the President of the United States, the chairnmen and ranking
menbers of the United States Senate and House of Representatives
Appropriations Subcommttees for Energy and Water Devel opnent,
the Secretary of the Arny, the Director of the Ofice of
Managenent and Budget, each nenber of Congress fromthe
Commonweal t h of Pennsyl vani a and the governors and gener al
assenbl i es of New Jersey, Delaware, Maryland, New York, Virginia
and West Virginia and the Mayor and Council of the District of
Col unbi a.
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