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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE RESOLUTION
No. 301 %%

I NTRODUCED BY GORDNER, APRIL 28, 2008

| NTRODUCED AND ADOPTED, APRIL 28, 2008
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A RESOLUTI ON
Honoring the players and coaches of the 1950 Coal Township Hi gh

School Purpl e Denons football team and comrenorating their

undef eat ed season and victory in the Eastern Conference

Chanpi onshi p gane.

WHEREAS, The success of Coal Township's 1950 football season
hi nged on the dedication and talents of 35 squad nenbers, Head
Coach Walter Marshall and Assistant Coaches Berni e Romanoski, Ed
Sutt and Roy Sanders; and

WHEREAS, The inspiring coaching style of Walter Marshall and
his dedication to the gridiron propelled the teamto its first-
ever undefeated season for Coal Township; and

WHEREAS, Led by 11 letternmen and senior tri-captains John
Gurski, Tom Ki efaber and John Zupi cich, the Purple Denons began
the 1950 season in the "Silver Bow" gane agai nst the Munt
Carnel Red Tornadoes, a teamthat had been undefeated for
several seasons; and

WHEREAS, Ei ght thousand three hundred and ei ghteen fans

crowded the stadi um on openi ng ganme day, during which Purple
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Denon pl ayers scored five touchdowns, including a returned 58-
yard interception by Sam Runberger, defeating the Red Tornadoes
33-14; and

WHEREAS, The Purpl e Denons offered fans season highlights of
four shutout ganes and victories bal anced on the stout arm of
quarterback Les Schlegel, the disciplined, airtight offense and
a stingy, punishing defense; and

WHEREAS, After a breezy win over Kul pnont Hi gh School and a
ti e gane agai nst Dunnore, the Purple Denons clinched first place
in the Southern Division of the Eastern Conference; and

WHEREAS, The teamrelied on the cheers of staunch supporters
at hone field, at away ganes and at the Eastern Conference
Chanpi onshi p, which drew nore than 7,000 dedi cated fans despite
i ncl ement weat her; and

WHEREAS, The Purple Denons nmet the Swoyersville Sailors in
the 1950 Eastern Conference Chanpi onship gane, which ignited a
decade-long rivalry between the schools; and

WHEREAS, Despite heavy rain, a nud-soaked field and an early
seven-point lead by the Sailors, the Purple Denons rallied to
tie the gane before the half and dom nated the renmai nder of the
game, scoring three nore tines and w nning the chanpi onshi p; and

WHEREAS, The Coal Townshi p Hi gh School football team won the
Eastern Conference title 26-13 and finished the season with a
record of 11-0-1; and

WHEREAS, Although Coal Township H gh School nerged with the
Shanokin Area School District in 1964, residents throughout the
anthracite region fondly renmenber its history and f oot bal
rivalries; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the Senate honor the players and coaches of
the 1950 Coal Township Hi gh School Purple Denons football team
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1 and comrenorate its wi nning season and victory in the Eastern

2 Conference Chanpi onshi p gane.
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