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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE RESOLUTION
No. 229 %%

| NTRODUCED BY Mcl LHI NNEY, TOM.I NSQON, ROBBI NS, MJSTO, PUNT,
FERLO, GORDNER, FONTANA, C. WLLIAMS, MELLOW PI PPY,
TARTAGLI ONE, BAKER, KASUNI C, O PAKE, DI NNI VAN, STOUT,
PI LEGE , ERI CKSQN, KITCHEN, ORI E, RAFFERTY, WXN AK, EARLL
AND GREENLEAF, FEBRUARY 8, 2008

REFERRED TO CONSUMER PROTECTI ON AND PROFESSI ONAL LI CENSURE
FEBRUARY 8, 2008
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A RESCLUTI ON

Designating the nmonth of March 2008 as "Professional Social Wrk
Mont h" in Pennsyl vani a.

WHEREAS, Social workers' primary mssion is to help; and

WHEREAS, Social workers have the right education and
experience to guide individuals, famlies and communities
t hrough conpl ex i ssues and choi ces; and

VWHEREAS, Social workers hold bachelor's, master's or doctoral
soci al work degrees and have attained a m ni mum nunber of hours
in supervised fieldwrk to becone |icensed social workers; and

WHEREAS, Mbre than 600, 000 people in the United States hol d
soci al work degrees; and

VWHEREAS, Social workers connect individuals, famlies and
comunities to avail abl e resources; and

WHEREAS, Social workers can be found in hospitals, police
departnents, nmental health clinics, child welfare agencies,

mlitary facilities, adoption agencies, drug and al cohol
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treatment facilities, schools and corporations; and

WHEREAS, Professional social workers are the nation's | argest
provi der of nmental health services; and

WHEREAS, The United States Departnent of Veterans Affairs
enpl oys nore than 5,000 social workers to assist veterans and
their famlies with individual and fam |y counseling, client
education, end of life planning, substance abuse treatnent,
crisis intervention and other services; and

WHEREAS, Social workers are dedicated to inproving the
society in which we live; and

WHEREAS, Social workers are positive and conpassi onate
pr of essi onal s; and

WHEREAS, Social workers stand up for others to make sure
everyone has access to the sanme basic rights, protections and
opportunities; and

WHEREAS, Social workers hel p peopl e help thensel ves, whenever
and wherever they need it nost; and

WHEREAS, Social workers have been the driving force behind
i nportant social novenents in the United States and abroad; and

WHEREAS, According to the United States Bureau of Labor
Statistics, the need for social workers is expected to grow
twice as fast as any other occupation, especially in
gerontol ogy, honme health care, substance abuse, private social
servi ce agenci es and school social work; and

WHEREAS, Wth approximately 12% of social workers planning on
| eaving the work force in the next two years and the increasing
need for social work services, there will not be enough soci al
workers to nmeet the needs of their clients; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That, in recognition of professional social workers

and their comm tnent and dedication to individuals, famlies and
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comuni ties everywhere through service delivery, research
education and | egi sl ative advocacy, the Senate designate the
nonth of March 2008 as "Professional Social Wrk Mnth" in
Pennsyl vani a and call upon all citizens to join with the
Nat i onal Associ ation of Social Wrkers, Pennsylvania Chapter, in

cel ebration and support of social workers and the social work
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pr of essi on.
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