PRINTER S N0 1520

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE RESOLUTION
No. 2006 *%5°

| NTRODUCED BY RHOADES, PUNT, STOUT, ARMSTRONG, WASHI NGTON
TOWLI NSON, MUSTO, TARTAGLI ONE, LOGAN, M WH TE, RAFFERTY,
C. WLLIAMS, EARLL, KITCHEN, D. WH TE, DI NNI MAN, FUMO, FERLQ
PILEGE , BROMNE AND REGOLA, NOVEMBER 2, 2007

REFERRED TO CONSUMER PROTECTI ON AND PROFESSI ONAL LI CENSURE
NOVEMBER 2, 2007
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A RESCLUTI ON

Directing the Legislative Budget and Finance Committee to study
t el ecommuni cati on "dead spots” in the cell phone industry.

WHEREAS, Tel econmuni cations infrastructure is essential for
all economes to conpete in a gl obal marketplace; and

WHEREAS, As a rural State, Pennsylvania is particularly
dependent on w rel ess comuni cati on services to connect
Pennsyl vani a busi nesses and communities to the gl obal comunity;
and

WHEREAS, A strong tel ecomrunications infrastructure can be a
catal yst for encouraging entrepreneurial activity, expanding
cultural and tourismopportunities, creating new technol ogy and
financi al sector jobs, rebuilding our dowmtown areas and
enhancing the overall econom c health of our conmunities; and

WHEREAS, A strong tel ecommunications infrastructure i s not
possi bl e when Pennsyl vania's w rel ess conmuni cati ons network is

pl agued by poor service quality; and
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WHEREAS, It is conmon that even when a carrier generally
of fers coverage in a geographic area, service for individual
calls are not available due to the existence of nunerous areas
where service is not avail abl e because the signal between the
handset and the cell tower is blocked and or nonexistent, which
is comonly referred to as "dead spots"”; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the Legislative Budget and Fi nance Comm ttee
is hereby requested to study the elimnation of "dead spots" in
wi rel ess coverage in Pennsylvania; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the Legislative Budget and Finance Comm ttee
devel op ways it shall direct wireless carriers to work
collectively in elimnating the "dead spots" to provide seanl ess
wi rel ess coverage throughout Pennsylvania; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the Legislative Budget and Fi nance Comm ttee
report to the regular session of the General Assenbly on or
before January 1, 2008, on its findings, conclusions and
recommendati ons, together with drafts of any |egislation
necessary to effectuate its recomrendati ons; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the expenses necessary to conduct this study,
to prepare a report and to draft necessary | egislation be paid
fromlegislative appropriations to the Legislative Budget and
Fi nance Conmittee; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the Legislative Budget and Fi nance Comm ttee,
upon conpletion of the "dead spots” study in Pennsyl vani a,
prepare a plan on assessing a reduction in Pennsylvania caller's

charges until the "dead spots" are elim nated.
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