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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE RESOLUTION
No. 195 55

| NTRODUCED BY BRUBAKER, FOLMER, CORMAN, FERLO, PUNT, WONDERLI NG
MADI GAN, MUSTO, BOSCOLA, ORI E, ERI CKSON, EARLL, KI TCHEN,
BAKER, ROBBI NS, WXYN AK, ARMSTRONG, REGOLA, M VH TE, O PAKE
BROWNE AND C. WLLIAM5, OCTOBER 16, 2007

REFERRED TO AGRI CULTURE AND RURAL AFFAI RS, OCTOBER 16, 2007
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A RESCLUTI ON

Directing the Legislative Budget and Finance Committee to review
the Agricultural Conservation Easenent Purchase Program

WHEREAS, This Commonweal th's Agricul tural Conservation
Easenent Purchase Program was devel oped in 1988; and

VHEREAS, This Commonweal t h established | ocal farmn and
preservation progranms in 1981 with the passage of the act of
June 30, 1981 (P.L.128, No.43), known as the Agricultural Area
Security Law, and

WHEREAS, This Commonwealth is the | eading state in farm and
preservation, having purchased or funded agricul tural
conservati on easenments, as authorized by the Agricultural Area
Security Law, to preserve nore than 3,000 farns to date,
totaling nore than 365,000 acres; and

WHEREAS, Pennsyl vani ans have invested nearly $1, 000, 000, 000
toward these agricultural conservation easenent purchases
t hrough such fundi ng nechani sns as State bond noney, cigarette

taxes and G owing Geener | and Il funding; and



1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

WHEREAS, Fifty-six counties have established county farm and
preservation prograns; and

VWHEREAS, Federal funds of $16 nillion have al so been applied
toward agricultural conservation easenent purchases acquired
under the authority of the Agricultural Area Security Law, and

WHEREAS, The primary objectives of farm and preservation are
to preserve agricultural soils and agricultural operations in
this Cormonweal th and to maintain those characteristics which
will assure the continued economc viability of farmng
busi nesses in the future; and

WHEREAS, There is a backlog of an estimated 2,000 farms,
totaling 240,000 acres, which have applied to sell agricultural
conservati on easenents authorized under the Agricultural Area
Security Law, and

WHEREAS, A conprehensive review of this Commonweal th's
Agricul tural Conservati on Easenent Purchase Program has never
been conducted in its existence, which is nore than 20 years;
therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the Senate direct the Legislative Budget and
Finance Commttee to undertake a conprehensive review of the
Agricul tural Conservati on Easenment Purchase Program and be it
further

RESCLVED, That the review include an analysis of the criteria
used to prioritize which farns are selected for Agricultura
Conservati on Easenment (ACE) purchase, the land use relationship
bet ween farns sel ected for ACE purchase and adj oi ni ng and
nei ghboring tracts of land, the nunber of farns and acreage
currently preserved which are still in agricultural operation,
the effect on the economc viability of preserved farns where

t he uses of surroundi ng | ands have been converted from
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agricultural uses to nonagricultural uses, the effect of current
statutory | anguage that provides for the extinguishment of an
ACE under certain circunstances after 25 years, the effect of

t he absence of any current statutory per-acre cap on the anmount
of State dollars that can be spent to acquire an ACE, the effect
of permtting the acquisition of an ACE on a farm of fewer than
50 contiguous acres in size, the effect of requiring | ocal
government participation for ACE purchases which exceed a set
per-acre dollar anmount, the options available to nmaxim ze the
l[imted dollars available for ACE purchase, including

consi deration of installnment purchases and the current

I nstal | ment Purchase Agreenent Program the feasibility of
mandati ng transitional guidance to all eased farmowners at the
time a farmis being conveyed to an new owner, the feasibility
of additional dedicated sources of revenue to fund the program
the feasibility of providing property tax incentives for
preserved farnms, including an automatic use-val ue assessnment and
mllage freeze, the feasibility of providing tax credits in |lieu
of cash paynent for ACE purchases, the effect of expanding the
current provision authorizing coal mning on ACE-restricted | and
to the extraction of additional rock, mnerals or gases, the

ef fectiveness of the Agricultural Lands Condemati on Approval
Board to adequately protect ACE-restricted | and from
condemmation, the effect of mandating a limtation on the anount
of inpervious surface, including paved roads, farm buil dings and
ot her construction which can be established on ACE-restricted

| and, the effect of nonprofit organization participation in ACE
pur chases under the Agricultural Area Security Law, the effect
of permtting wind turbines used for generating electricity to

be constructed on ACE-restricted | and and the effect of
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authorizing counties to utilize a portion of their annual State
appropriations to fund | egal costs incurred in ACE enforcenent;
and be it further

RESCLVED, That the Legislative Budget and Fi nance Comm ttee
conplete its review and issue a report to the chairman and

mnority chairman of the Agriculture and Rural Affairs Commttee
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of the Senate by August 31, 2008.
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