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A RESCLUTI ON

Menorializing the Congress of the United States to enact
| egi sl ation reauthorizing the Federal program of block grants
to states for Tenporary Assistance for Needy Fam lies (TANF)
and i nproving access to quality child care so long as the
final bill includes no less than $6 billion in new child care
resources for lowincone working famlies and famlies
attenpting to transition fromwelfare to work

WHEREAS, The Child Care and Devel opnent Bl ock Grant (CCDBG

currently provides $4.8 billion annually to states for child
care services, $2.7 billion in mandatory funding annually for
the period of reauthorization and $2.1 billion in discretionary

fundi ng, subject to annual renewal by Congress; and

WHEREAS, The Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vania currently receives
approxi mately $177 mllion each year through CCDBG connecting
100, 000 children - one-fourth of all eligible Pennsylvania
children - to child care assistance; and

WHEREAS, Affordable, safe and quality child care is a core
ingredient to ensure that parents connect to and retain

enpl oynment and that children are ready for school; and
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WHEREAS, Many nore famlies in the Conmonweal t h of
Pennsyl vani a request child care assistance than can receive it,
resulting in a waiting list that has hovered between 1,000 and
2,500 children for the past 18 nonths; and

WHEREAS, A nunber of pendi ng congressi onal TANF proposal s
woul d i ncrease nmandatory child care funding by $1 billion over
five years, an amobunt wi dely regarded as insufficient to neet
i ncreasi ng demands for child care for famlies |leaving welfare
or for the child care subsidy for incone-eligible famlies; and

VHEREAS, On March 9, 2005, the Finance Commi ttee of the
United States Senate adopted a bipartisan bill including $6
billion in mandatory child care dollars, echoing the will of the
full Senate which voted 78-20 in March 2004 to include nore than
$6 billion in child care resources for Arerica's fanmilies; and

WHEREAS, Since Federal funds make up 74% of the Conmonweal t h
of Pennsylvania's child care spending, an increase in nmandatory
CCDBG funds woul d provide a stable funding source to expand
subsidy for Pennsylvania famlies, build programquality and
school readiness and i nprove parent services; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the Senate of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
menori alize the Congress to enact |egislation reauthorizing TANF
bl ock grants to states to i nprove access to quality child care
and setting forth at least $6 billion in new child care
resources; and be it further

RESCLVED, That copies of this resolution be transmtted to
the President pro tenpore of the United States Senate, the
Speaker of the United States House of Representatives and the

Pennsyl vani a Congr essi onal Del egati on.
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