PRINTER S NO. 2257

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 1512 %%

I NTRODUCED BY M VWH TE AND COSTA, JUNE 25, 2008

REFERRED TO EDUCATI ON, JUNE 25, 2008
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), entitled "An
act relating to the public school system including certain
provi sions applicable as well to private and parochi al
school s; anendi ng, revising, consolidating and changi ng the
laws relating thereto,” in reinbursenents by Comonweal t h and
bet ween school districts, providing for funding for schools
operated by children's residential facilities.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. The act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), known
as the Public School Code of 1949, is anmended by adding a
section to read:

Secti on 2599. 4. Fundi ng for Schools Operated by Children's

Resi dential Facilities.--(a) Funding for a children's

residential facility shall be provided in the foll owi ng nanner:

(1) There shall be no tuition charge for a resident or non-

resi dent student attending a children's residential facility.

(2) For non-special educati on students, the children's

residential facility shall receive for each student enroll ed no

| ess than the budgeted total expenditure per average daily
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menbership of the prior school year, as defined in section

2501(20), m nus the budgeted expenditures of the district of

resi dence for nonpublic school prograns; adult educati on

prograns; conmunity/junior coll ege prograns; student

transportati on servi ces; special education prograns; facilities

acqui sition, constructi on and i nprovenent services; and ot her

fi nanci ng uses, including debt service and fund transfers as

provided in the Manual of Accounting and Rel ated Fi nanci al

Procedures for Pennsyl vani a School Systens established by the

Department of Education. This anpunt shall be paid by the

district of residence of each student.

(3) For special education students, the children's

residential facility shall receive for each student enrolled the

sane fundi ng as for each non-speci al educati on student as

provided in paragraph (2), plus an additi onal anpbunt detern ned

by dividing the district of residence's total special education

expendi ture by the product of nmultiplying the conbi ned

percent age of section 2509.5(k) tinmes the district of

resi dence's total average daily nenbership for the prior school

vear. This anpunt shall be paid by the district of residence of

each student.

(4) A children's residential facility nay request the

internediate unit in which the children's residential facility

is located to provide services to assist the children's

residential facility to address the specific needs of

excepti onal students. The internmediate unit shall assist the

children's residential facility and bill the children's

residential facility for the services. The internediate unit nay

not charge the children's residential facility nore for any

service than it charges the constituent districts of the
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internedi ate unit.

(5) Paynents shall be nade to the children's residenti al

facility in twelve (12) equal nonthly paynents, by the fifth day

of each nonth, within the operati ng school year. A student

enrolled in a children's residential facility shall be incl uded

in the average daily nenbership of the student's district of

resi dence for the purpose of providing basi c educati on fundi ng

paynents and speci al educati on fundi ng pursuant to this article.

If a school district fails to nake a paynment to a children's

residential facility as prescribed in this paragraph, the

Secretary of Education shall deduct the estimated anount, as

docunented by the children's residential facility, from al

State paynents nmade to the district after receipt of

docunentation fromthe children's residential facility.

(6) Wthin thirty (30) days after the Secretary of Education

makes the deducti on descri bed in paragraph (5), a school

district may notify the secretary that the deducti on nade from

State paynents to the district under this subsection is

i naccurate. The secretary shall provide the school district with

an opportunity to be heard concerni ng whether the children's

residential facility docunented that its students were enroll ed

in the children's residential facility, the period of tine

duri ng whi ch each student was enroll ed, the school district of

resi dence of each student and whet her the anpunts deducted from

the school district were accurate.

(b) It shall be lawful for any children's residenti al

facility to receive, hold, manage and use, absolutely or in

trust, any devi se, bequest, grant, endownent, qift or donati on

of any property, real or personal and/or nm xed, which shall be

made to the children's residential facility for any of the
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pur poses of this article.

(c) It shall be unlawful for any trustee of a children's

residential facility or any board of trustees of a children's

residential facility or any other person affiliated in any way

with a children's residential facility to denmand or request,

directly or indirectly, any gift, donation or contributi on of

any kind from any parent, teacher, enpl oye or any other person

affiliated with the children's residential facility as a

condition for enploynent or enroll nent and/or continued

attendance of any pupil. Any donation, qgift or contribution

received by a children's residential facility shall be given

freely and voluntarily.

(d) The foll owi ng words and phrases when used in this

section shall have the neanings given to themin this subsecti on

unl ess the context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Adj udi cated delinquent." A person in this Commonweal th who

is under twenty-one (21) years of age, who commtted an act of

del i nguency before reachi ng ei ghteen (18) years of age and who

remai ns under the jurisdiction of the juvenile court.

"Children's residential facility." A licensed private

acadeni ¢ secondary school or approved private alternative

educati on program operated by a facility that provides

residential services in this Commobnwealth at the secondary | evel

to at | east two hundred (200) adjudi cated deli nquents annually

and that operates under a certificate of conpliance i ssued by

the Departnment of Public Welfare. The term does not include a

private residential rehabilitative instituti on as defi ned under

section 914. 1-A

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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