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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 1497 =55
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REFERRED TO PUBLI C HEALTH AND WELFARE, JUNE 19, 2008
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of June 13, 1967 (P.L.31, No.21), entitled "An
act to consolidate, editorially revise, and codify the public
wel fare aws of the Commonweal th,” in public assistance,
addi ng definitions; and further providing for established
drug regi nens.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 402 of the act of June 13, 1967 (P.L. 31,
No. 21), known as the Public Welfare Code, is anended by adding
definitions to read:

Section 402. Definitions.--As used in this article, unless
the content clearly indicates otherw se:

* * %

"Managed care contractor." A managed care organi zati on

provi di ng nmanaged care services relating to physical health care

to recipients under one or nore contracts with the Departnent of

Public Welfare for the provision of mandatory nanaged care or
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vol unt ary nanaged car e.

"Managed care organi zation." A public or private

organi zation that is a federally qualified heal th mai nt enance

organi zation or neets the State plan's definition of a health

mai nt enance organi zati on or otherwi se qualifies as a nanaged

care plan as defined in Article XXI of the act of May 17, 1921

(P.L.682, No.284), known as "The | nsurance Conpany Law of 1921."

"Mandat ory managed care." The Commonweal th's Heal t hChoi ces

Program whi ch provi des nmandatory nmanaged health care to

reci pients in specified areas of this Conmmpbnweal th through

contracts with nmanaged care organi zati ons.

"Medi cal assistance." The Conmmonweal th program aut hori zed by

Subchapter Xl X of the Social Security Act (49 Stat. 620, 42

US.C. 8§ 1396 et seq.), and authorized in this Conmmobnweal t h

under this act and subject to regul ati ons pronul gat ed under

Subchapter Xl X of the Social Security Act and this act. The term

i ncl udes any successor program i npl emented by either the Federal

Governnent or the Conmpbnwealth, to the extent a contractor

provi des services with respect to the program

* * %

"Recipient." An individual eligible to receive health care

or health-rel ated servi ces under the nedi cal assi stance program

* * %

"Voluntary managed care." The Commonweal th's program which

provi des voluntary nmanaged care to recipients in specified areas

of the Commpbnweal th through contracts wi th managed care

organi zati ons

* * %

Section 2. Section 459 of the act, added July 7, 2005
(P.L.177, No.42), is anended to read:
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Section 459. Established Drug Reginens.--(a) Wen
determ ning prior authorization criteria for a preferred drug
cl ass, the departnment shall consider the potential destabilizing
effect on the recipient's health by any change in the
reci pient's established drug regi nen, including, but not Iimted
to, prescription drugs for human inmunodeficiency virus (H V),
acqui red i mmune deficiency syndrome (AIDS), behavioral health,
hemophi l ia, hepatitis C, biologic drugs, inmunosuppressants and
anti convul sants.

(b)Y The departnent shall consider pharnaceutical services a

covered benefit under both mandatory nmnaged care and vol untary

managed care which shall be provided and conti nued under

contracts with nmanaged care contractors. Pharmaceuti cal benefits

shall remain a covered benefit, unless term nation of this

benefit is approved by the General Assenbly.

Section 3. This act shall take effect immediately.
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