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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 1455 %%

| NTRODUCED BY Mcl LHI NNEY, PILEGE, BAKER, ERI CKSON, CORVAN
Pl PPY, KITCHEN, TOM.I NSON, ORI E, RAFFERTY AND C. W LLI AVS5,
SEPTEMBER 18, 2008

REFERRED TO PUBLI C HEALTH AND WELFARE, SEPTEMBER 18, 2008
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AN ACT
Est abl i shing the Keystone Care Prescription Assistance Program
in the Departnment of Public Welfare to provide prescription
drug assi stance; and naki ng an appropriation.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Keystone Care
Prescription Assistance Act.

Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Conmuni ty-based health care clinic.” A nonprofit health
care center located in this Commonweal th that provides health
care services to |l owincone and uninsured individuals, and neets
either of the following criteria:

(1) serves a federally designated nedically underserved

area, a nedically underserved popul ation or a health
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pr of essi onal shortage area; or

(2) serves a patient population with a ngjority of that
popul ati on having an incone | ess than 200% of the Federal
poverty inconme guidelines, including:

(1) A federally qualified health center as defined
in section 1905(1)(2)(B) of the Social Security Act (49
Stat. 620, 42 U.S.C. 8 1396d(1)(2)(B)) or a federally
qual i fied health center |ook-alike.

(ii) Arural health clinic as defined in section
1861(aa) (2) of the Social Security Act (49 Stat. 620, 42
U S.C § 1395x(aa)(2)), certified by Medicare.

(tii1) A hospital health clinic.

(iv) A free or partial-pay health clinic that
provi des services by vol unteer and nonvol unteer health
care providers.

(v) A nurse-managed health care clinic that is
managed by advanced practice nurses and i s associ at ed
with a departnent of nursing, a federally qualified
health center or an independent nonprofit health or
soci al services agency.

"Departnment.” The Departnent of Public Welfare of the
Commonweal t h.
"Lowincone adult.” An individual who neets all of the
fol | ow ng:
(1) |Is at least 19 years of age but |ess than 65 years
of age.
(2) Resides in this Commonwealth for at |east six
nont hs.
(3) Has a household incone that is |less than 200% of the

Federal poverty limt.
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"Prescription drug.” A drug requiring a prescriptionin this
Conmonweal t h.

"Program " The Keystone Care Prescription Assistance Program
established in section 3, otherw se known as KeyCare.

"Registry.” A listing maintained by the Departnent of Public
Wel fare of free prescription drugs provided by pharmaceuti cal
manuf acturers for dispensing at comrunity-based health care
clinics.

Section 3. Establishment.

The Keystone Care Prescription Assistance Program ( KeyCare)
is hereby established within the department to:

(1) Enable lowincone adults w thout prescription drug
coverage to be linked to an appropriate free or | ow cost
prescription assi stance program

(2) Assist lowincone adults who |ack prescription drug
coverage in the application process for appropriate free or
| ow- cost prescription assistance prograns.

(3) Create a registry of free prescription drugs
provi ded by pharnmaceutical manufacturers that are nmade
avai l abl e to comunity-based health care clinics for
di spensing to individuals receiving health care at that
clinic.

Section 4. Adm nistration.

The departnent shall do all of the follow ng:

(1) Establish and maintain an online database of free or
| ow- cost prescription assistance prograns.

(2) Assist lowincone adults with the application
process for enrollnent in appropriate free or | ow cost
prescription assistance prograrns.

(3) Establish a toll-free tel ephone nunber for | ow
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income adults to use to contact the departnent for assistance

in the program

(4) Establish a public awareness canpai gn to educate
i ndi vi dual s about the program

(5) Establish a registry of free prescription drugs
provi ded at no cost by pharnmaceutical manufacturers for
di spensi ng at conmuni ty-based health care clinics.

(6) Establish agreenents with pharmaceuti cal
manuf acturers for prescription drugs that will be provided at
no cost and may be placed on the registry.

(7) Create a nechanismfor comunity-based health care
clinics to access avail able prescription drugs placed on the
registry.

(8) Consult with the State Board of Pharmacy to maxim ze
resour ces.

Section 5. Limtations on paynents by departnent.

The program shall not exceed the anpbunt of funds avail abl e,
and any paynent shall not constitute an entitlenent fromthe
Commonweal th or a claimon any other funds of the Comonwealth.
Section 6. Appropriation.

The sum of $1, 000,000 is hereby appropriated to the
Departnment of Public Welfare to carry out the provisions of this
act .

Section 20. Effective date.

This act shall take effect in 90 days.
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