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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 839 %5

| NTRODUCED BY HUGHES, MELLOW LOGAN, STOQUT, FERLO, WXN AK,
MUSTO, STACK, COSTA AND TARTAGLI ONE, MNAY 4, 2007

REFERRED TO EDUCATI ON, MAY 4, 2007
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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), entitled "An
act relating to the public school system including certain
provi sions applicable as well to private and parochi al
school s; anendi ng, revising, consolidating and changi ng the
laws relating thereto,” further providing for eligibility and
for qualifications; and providing for continuing professional
devel opnent for school and system | eaders and for

Pennsyl vani a school | eadership standards.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 1003 of the act of March 10, 1949
(P.L.30, No.14), known as the Public School Code of 1949,
anended Decenber 19, 1975 (P.L.511, No.150), is anended to read:

Section 1003. Eligibility.--No person shall be eligible for
el ection or appointnment as a district, or assistant district
superi ntendent, unl ess--

(1) He holds a diploma froma college or other institution
approved by the Departnent of Education;

(2) He has had six (6) years' successful teaching

experience, not |ess than three of which shall have been in a
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supervisory or adm nistrative capacity;
(3) He has conpleted in a college or university a graduate
[course] programin education approved by the Departnent of

Education[;] that includes the Pennsylvani a school |eadership

st andar ds under section 1217. Conpl eti on of the program shal

not be subject to wai ver under section 1714-B unl ess the

candi date provides to the Secretary of Educati on evi dence that

he has successfully conpl eted an equi val ent | eadership

devel opnent program that addresses the school | eadership

st andar ds under section 1217.

(4) Provided that in school districts of the first class,
five (5) years of adm nistrative experience at the |evel of
assi stant, associate or deputy superintendent, may be
substituted for prescribed graduate adm nistrative courses, and
whi ch shall be the responsibility of the Secretary of Education
to review these equivalences to conformw th State board
regul ati ons.

Serving either as county, district, or assistant county or
di strict superintendent, or associate superintendent, in this
Commonweal th, at the time this act becones effective, shall,
irrespective of the foregoing requirenents, be considered
sufficient qualification for any of the aforesaid offices.

Section 2. Section 1109 of the act, anmended March 19, 1970
(P.L.189, No.73), is anended to read:

Section 1109. (Qualifications.--(a) Every teacher enployed
to teach in the public schools of this Conmonweal th nust be a
person of good noral character, nust be at |east eighteen years
of age, and nust be a citizen of the United States: Provided,
That citizenship may be waived in the case of exchange teachers

not permanently enpl oyed, and teachers enployed for the purpose
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of teaching foreign | anguages, including special teachers who
speak the idiomatic or colloquial |anguage of inmm grants
residing in the school district, and enployed for the purpose of
easing the transition period of such inmgrants.

(b) Every principal appointed after August thirty-first, one
t housand nine hundred fifty-three, enployed in the public
school s of this Conmmonweal th, who devotes one-half or nore of
his time to supervision and adm nistration, shall be properly
certificated by the Departnment of Public Instruction in
accordance with such standards as the State Board of Education
may establ i sh.

(c) Individuals who were granted an adnmini strative

certificate by the Departnent of Education prior to January 1,

2008, and who are enployed for the first tine in a position of

principal, vice principal or assistant principal in a public

school of this Conmmpbnweal th on or after January 1, 2008, shal

conpl ete the inducti on program provided for in subsection (f)

within five years of appointnent as a principal, vice principal

or assi stant princi pal.

(d) Individuals who apply on or after January 1, 2008, for a

certificate to becone eligible to serve as a principal, vice

princi pal or assistant principal in a public school in this

Commpnweal th and who ot herwi se neet the requirenments for such

certificate shall be issued an Administrative | certificate. No

i ndi vidual may serve as a principal, vice principal or assistant

principal on an Adm nistrative | certificate for nore than five

school vyears.

(e) The holder of an Administrative | certificate shall be

i ssued an Adm nistrative Il certificate upon application to the

Departnent of Education verifying three years of satisfactory
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service on an Administrative | certificate and successf ul

conpl etion of the induction program described in subsection (f).

(f) The Departnent of Education shall design and offer an

i nducti on program at no cost to those principals, vice

princi pals and assi stant principals who partici pate and at no

cost to their enpl oyer school entities and shall approve other

providers to offer induction prograns. Al induction prograns

shall be designed to aid in devel opnent in the core school

| eadership standards identified in section 1217(a)(1).

Partici pants in an i nducti on programshall not be required to

attend nore than thirty-six (36) hours of induction during any

one school year or a total of one hundred eight (108) hours.

Hours of participation in an i nduction program shall be applied

toward neeting the certificate holder's continui ng professi onal

educati on requi renents under section 1205. 2.

Section 3. The act is anmended by addi ng sections to read:

Section 1205.5. Conti nui ng Professi onal Devel opnment for

School and System Leaders.--(a) Beqgi nning January 1, 2008,

every school and system | eader shall neet the continui ng

pr of essi onal educati on requirenents of section 1205.2 through

partici pation in prograns approved in accordance with this

section. For any certificate holder who serves in both

adm ni strati ve and nonadn ni strati ve positions during a

conpli ance period as defined in section 1205.2, the certificate

hol der's conti nui ng educati on credit requirenents shall be

earned in prograns approved in accordance with this section in

no | ess than the sanme proportion as the proportion of the

conpl i ance period during which the certificate hol der served on

an adninistrative certificate or letter of eligibility.

(b)Y For the conpliance period in effect on January 1, 2008,
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this section shall only apply to any credits or hours needed to

sati sfy the unnet requirenents of the current conpliance peri od.

(c) The Departnent of Education shall design and offer

conti nui ng professi onal devel opnent prograns at no cost to

school and system | eaders who are required by this section to

partici pate and at no cost to their enpl oyer school entities. In

the event that individuals are unable to access these prograns

because all available slots are filled, the individual nmay

request and shall be granted upon revi ew by the departnent an

extensi on of the conpli ance peri od.

(d) The Departnent of Education shall approve other

providers to of fer inducti on and conti nui ng professi onal

devel opnent prograns for school and system | eaders and shal

annual |y publish a |list of approved providers.

(e) Al prograns offered or approved by the Departnent of

Educati on under this section shall address the Pennsyl vani a

school | eadershi p standards pursuant to section 1217.

(f) The Secretary of Educati on may adopt standards as

necessary to i nplement this section.

(g) For the purpose of this section, school and system

| eaders shall include any individual serving on a certificate as

a principal, vice principal, assistant principal,

superi ntendent, assi stant superintendent, internediate unit

executive director, assistant internediate unit executive

director or director of an area vocati onal -techni cal school.

Section 1217. Pennsyl vani a School Leadershi p Standards. --(a)

Progr ans provi ded under section 1205.5(c) and (d) to prepare

school and system | eaders and for purposes of issuing

admi ni strator certificates or letters of eligibility and

approved prograns for the inducti on and conti nui ng prof essi onal
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devel opnent of school and system | eaders shall address:

(1) The foll owi ng core standards:

(i) The knowl edge and skills to think and plan strateqgically

creati ng an organi zati onal vi sion around personali zed student

Success.

(ii) An understandi ng of standards-based systens theory and

design and the ability to transfer that know edge to the

| eader's job as the architect of standards-based reformin the

(iii) The ability to access and use appropriate data to

i nform deci sion-making at all |evels of the system

(2) The followi ng corollary standards:

(i) Creating a culture of teaching and |l earning with an

enphasi s on | ear ni ng.

(ii) W©Managing resources for effective results.

(iii) Collaborating, conmunicating, engagi ng and enmpoweri ng

others inside and outside of the organi zati on to pursue

excel |l ence in | earning.

(iv) Operating in a fair and equitable nanner with personal

and professional inteqrity.

(v) Advocating for children and public education in the

| arger political, social, economc, |egal and cul tural context.

(vi) Supporting professional growh of self and others

t hrough practice and i nquiry.

(b) The State Board of Education may pronul gate regul ati ons

to carry out the provisions of this section.

(c) For the purpose of this section, school and system

| eaders shall include any individual serving on a certificate as

a principal, vice principal, assistant principal,

superi ntendent, assi stant superintendent, internediate unit
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executive director, assistant internediate unit executive

director or director of an area vocati onal -techni cal school.

Section 4. This act shall take effect July 1, 2007, or
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i mredi ately, whichever is |later.
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