HOUSE AVENDED
PRI OR PRI NTER S NOS. 160, 568 PRINTER S NO. 1098

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 356 %5

I NTRODUCED BY M VWHI TE, MJUSTO, BOSCOLA, STOUT, TOWVLI NSON,
BRUBAKER, FONTANA, KI TCHEN, ERI CKSON, WONDERLI NG KASUNI C
GREENLEAF, COSTA, RHOADES, O PAKE, GORDNER, FERLO, BROWNE,
MADI GAN AND WASHI NGTON, MARCH 5, 2007

AS REPORTED FROM COWM TTEE ON ENVI RONVENTAL RESOURCES AND
ENERGY, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES, AS AMENDED, JUNE 6, 2007

AN ACT

1 Anending the act of June 22, 1993 (P.L.105, No.24), entitled "An
2 act providing for environnental education prograns; providing
3 for further duties of the Departnent of Education and the

4 Depart ment of Environmental Resources; creating the

5 Envi ronnent al Educati on Fund; and providing for the

6 di sposition of a portion of certain fines and penalties,”

7 provi ding for the establishnent of the Pennsylvania Center

8 for Environnmental Education and the Pennsylvania Center for

9 Envi ronnment al Educati on Board; and naking editorial changes.
10 The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
11 hereby enacts as foll ows:
12 Section 1. The title and sections 2 and 3 of the act of June
13 22, 1993 (P.L.105, No.24), known as the Environnmental Education
14 Act, are anended to read:
15 AN ACT
16 Providing for environnmental education prograns; providing for

17 the establishnent of the Pennsyl vania Center for

18 Envi ronnental Educati on and the Pennsyl vania Center for

19 Envi ronnental Educati on Board and for further duties of the




1 Depart ment of Education, the Departnent of Conservation and
2 Nat ural Resources and the Departnent of Environnental

3 [ Resources] Protection; creating the Environmental Education
4 Fund; and providing for the disposition of a portion of

5 certain fines and penalties.

6 Section 2. Declaration of policy.

7 The CGeneral Assenbly finds and declares as foll ows:

8 (1) Section 27 of Article | of the Constitution of

9 Pennsyl vani a states that: "The people have a right to cl ean
10 air, pure water, and to the preservation of the natural,

11 scenic, historic and esthetic val ues of the environment.

12 Pennsyl vani a's public natural resources are the conmon

13 property of all the people, including generations yet to

14 cone. As trustee of these resources, the Commonweal t h shal
15 conserve and maintain themfor the benefit of all the

16 peopl e. "

17 (2) [The State Board of Education has recogni zed t he

18 study of the environnment as an essential conponent of basic
19 education for graduating students. The regul ati ons of the
20 board which pertain to curriculumidentify the know edge and
21 under st andi ng of the environment as one of the goals of a
22 qual ity education.] The State Board of Educati on has adopted
23 envi ronnent _and ecol ogy curriculum standards identifying the
24 concepts and understanding that students in kindergarten
25 t hrough grade 12 nust attain at each |evel.
26 (3) The Departnent of Education has prinmary
27 responsibility for fornmal environnental education within this
28 Commonweal th's schools. A quality education should provide
29 each student with know edge of natural and human resources,
30 an under st andi ng of geographi c environnents, know edge of the
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interrel ati onshi ps and i nterdependence of natural and human
systens, the devel opnent of environnmental problem solving and
managenent skills and know edge of and appropriate uses of
energy.

(4) The Departnent of Environnmental [Resources has a
responsibility to help the public understand the
environmental |laws as well as the roles of individuals,
groups, institutions, industry and governnent in finding
solutions to this Cormonweal th's environnmental problens and

the prevention of new problens.] Protection and the

Departnent of Conservati on and Natural Resources have

responsi bility for adult and nonformal environnental

educati on and a support role in basic and hi gher educati on.

The Departnment of Environnental Protection shall provide

envi ronnent al educati on support to adults, businesses, | ocal

officials and farners, enphasi zi ng environnental stewardship

related to environnmental | aws, pollution reduction and

preventi on, sustai nable energy i ssues and environnment al

pr obl em sol vi ng.

[(5) The third week of QOctober is recognized each year
as "Pennsyl vani a Environnental Education Wek" as a neans to
pronot e environnmental education.

(6) The 20th Anniversary cel ebration of "Earth Day"
heral ded the 1990's as the "Decade of the Environnment." In
order to nmeet the challenges of this decade, citizens of this
Commonweal th will need the know edge and skills to make
i nformed deci sions as consuners and voters to help protect
t he environnment and prevent pollution.

(7) It is the policy of this Comobnweal th that

envi ronnmental education is critically inportant to encourage
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a citizenry which has the ability to help pronote a healthy
envi ronment and an understandi ng of the functioning of the
natural world and the necessity for environnmental protection
and sound resource nmanagenent. ]

(5) The annual cel ebration of Earth Day is an

opportunity for every citizen in this Commonwealth to refl ect

on our acconplishnents in protecting the environnment and on

the chall enges we face in creating an environnentally aware

citizenry and sustai nabl e conmuni ti es.

(6) Environnental education is critical to pronoting a

heal thy environnent and citizenry, sustai nable communities

and to the growh of Pennsyl vani a's econony.

(7) A Pennsyl vani a Center for Environnental Education is

an essential conponent to help to identify the resources and

products needed to conply with the environnent and ecol oqgy

standards, to assess the environnental know edge and

under st andi ng of the public, to avoid duplication in the

creati on and delivery of environnental education prograns to

create an informed citi zenry and sustai nabl e conmuni ti es.

Section 3. Legislative purpose.

It is the purpose of this act to:
(1) authorize and require the Departnment of Education,

t he Departnment of Conservati on and Natural Resources and the

Depart ment of Environnmental [Resources] Protection to devel op

and i npl ement environnental education prograns for the

citizens of this Commonweal th[;] and to provide |eadership,

servi ces, funding and accountability for environnental

(2) encourage the environnmental education efforts of

ot her agenci es where appropriate, including, but not limted
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to, those of the county conservation districts, the
Pennsyl vani a Fi sh and Boat Comm ssion, the Ganme Conmi ssion,
[the Pennsylvania Energy O fice,] the Departnent of
Agriculture, the Department of [Commerce, the Departnent of

Community Affairs,] Community and Economi c Devel opnent, the

Department of Ceneral Services and the Departnent of
Transportation; [and]

(3) create and establish the Advisory Council on
Envi ronnental Education within the Departnent of
Education[.]; and

(4) establish the Pennsyl vania Center for Environnmental

Educati on to support the environnental education efforts of

St at e agenci es, county conservation districts, formal and

nonf ornmal educators and nonprofit organi zati ons.

Section 2. The act is anmended by adding a section to read:

Section 3.1. Pennsyl vani a Center for Environnental Educati on.

(a) Establishnent.--There is hereby established the

Pennsyl vani a Center for Environnental Education within the State

System of Hi gher Educati on which will, in consultation with

appropri ate stakeholders, help to identify the needs for

envi ronnent al educati on, pronote research and devel opnent of

prograns for nonfornmal educators.

(b)Y Duties.--The Pennsyl vania Center for Environnmental

Educati on shall have the foll ow ng duties:

(1) To pronote the fornmati on of partnerships with fornal

and nonfornmal educators, schools, agencies, public officials,

county conservation districts, business, industry, nonprofit

citizen and environnental educati on organi zati ons. The

partnership shall:

(i) Assist with the dissenm nation of existing
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envi ronnent al educati on materials, program and training

opportunities to agenci es, organi zati ons, educators and

t he publi c.

(ii) Provide preservice and nonformal educator

prograns related to environnental educati on and support

efforts to disseninate materials to neet those needs.

(iii) Assist in evaluating the effecti veness of

nonf ornmal environnmental educati on prograns.

(iv) Help to facilitate the active inpl enentation of

t he environnent and ecol ogy standards adopted by the

State Board of Educati on.

(v) Pronpte both Statew de and regi onal solutions to

envi ronnent al educati on needs to maxi m ze the effective

use of exi sting resources.

(vi) Work with State agencies in the devel opnent of

new educati onal tools where environnental educati on needs

are identified.

(2) To inventory, dissen nate and generate environnmental

educati on-rel ated research, includi ng an environnment al

r eadi ness assessnent of public know edge, attitudes and

behaviors related to environnental concerns and concepts

every five yvears to hel p determ ne educati onal needs.

(3) To establish an I nternet-based resources network to

make environnental infornation avail able and to provide

trai ni ng and educati on opportunities for educators and

Pennsyl vania's citizenry.

(4) To actively seek public and private sources of

funding to hel p support activities by the Pennsyl vani a Center

for Environmental Education and its project partners.

(c) Personnel.--The State System of H gher Education nmay, in
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consultation with the Pennsyl vani a Center for Environnental

Educati on Board, hire such enpl oyees and contract with other

entities as it deternmines to undertake its responsibilities to

the extent available funds allow. Al staff hiring, firing,

staff and program eval uati ons and fi scal accountability wll

foll ow State System of Hi gher Educati on procedures and

(d) Pennsyl vani a Center for Environnental Educati on Board

est abl i shed. - -

(1) To oversee and assess the operations of the

Pennsyl vani a Center for Environnental Education in perform ng

its duties, a Pennsylvania Center for Environnental Education

Board i s hereby established. The board shall consist of the

fol | ow ng piherepresentatives: <—

(i) The secretary or his designee fromeach of the

foll owi ng: the Departnent of Environnental Protection,

t he Departnment of Conservati on and Natural Resources and

t he Departnment of Educati on.

(ii) Six FIVE representati ves appoi nted by the <—

Chancel l or of the State System of Hi gher Educati on. These

representatives shall be chosen from anpbng the busi ness,

agricultural, environnental, eoenservation— basic and <—

hi gher education communities or from anbng any conmunity

whi ch the appointing authority deens will further the

pur poses of environnental education in this Conmmbnweal t h.

Representati ves sel ected shall serve terns of four years.

O the representatives first appoi nted by the appoi nting

authority, three shall serve for terns of two years and

three shall serve for ternms of four years.

Representati ves, upon expiration of their term shal
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1 continue to serve until a successor is appointed.

2 Vacancies shall be filled for the remainder of an

3 unexpired termin the sanme nanner as ori gi nal

4 appoi nt nent s.

5 (1I'1) A REPRESENTATI VE OF THE PENNSYLVAN A

6 ASSOCI ATI ON OF CONSERVATI ON DI STRI CTS APPO NTED BY THE
7 SECRETARY OF AGRI CULTURE

8 (2) The board shall neet at |east sem annually to

9 establish priorities, adopt an annual work plan and annual
10 budget, and revi ew and_approve activities of the center, and
11 shal |l elect _a chairperson

12 (3) Expenses of the board and the operation of the

13 Pennsyl vani a Center for Environnental Education shall be paid
14 by the State System of Hi gher Education from funds

15 appropriated by the CGeneral Assenbly for_the Pennsylvani a

16 Center for Environnental Education.

17 Section 3. Sections 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8 of the act are anmended
18 to read:

19 Section 4. Powers and duties of Departnent of Educati on.
20 The Departnent of Education shall have the follow ng powers
21 and duti es:
22 (1) To conduct a periodic evaluation of school -based
23 envi ronnmental education in this Commonwealth.
24 (2) To provide assistance, support and resource
25 information to educators, students and public and private
26 educati on agenci es and organi zati ons on environnent al
27 educati on prograns.
28 (3) To identify, recognize and establish awards for
29 exenpl ary environnmental education curricula devel oped in
30 Commonweal t h school s.
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1 (4) To identify the need for the devel opnment of new

2 curriculum preservice and continuing teacher professional

3 devel opnent and educati on prograns related to environnent al

4 education and to support efforts to devel op prograns and

5 materials to neet those needs in collaboration with other

6 agenci es, environnmental organizations or associations.

7 Section 5. Powers and duties of Departnent of Environmnental

8 [ Resources] Protection.

9 The Departnent of Environmental [Resources] Protection shal
10 have the followi ng powers and duti es:

11 [(1) To conduct a periodic evaluation of the status of
12 envi ronnment al education taking place in the nonformal sector
13 (outside of the classroonm) in this Commonweal t h.

14 (2) To maintain an inventory of environnental education
15 mat eri al s, prograns and resources avail able in Commonweal t h
16 agenci es.

17 (3) To use the departnent’'s environnmental education

18 centers as outreach facilities to bring youth and adult

19 education prograns into communities and school s, focusing on
20 envi ronnental issues of inportance to the Commonweal t h.
21 (4) To provide such grants as the Secretary of
22 Envi ronnment al Resources after consultation with the Secretary
23 of Education shall, in his discretion, approve to the
24 followi ng: public and private schools for youth environmnental
25 education, conservation and educati on organi zati ons and
26 institutions for the purposes of providing environnental
27 education training to teachers, county conservation districts
28 and Bureau of State Parks Environmental Education Program ]
29 (1) To provide such grants as the Secretary of
30 Envi ronnental Protection, after consultation with the
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Secretary of Education, shall, in the Secretary of

Envi ronnental Protection's discretion, approve to the

foll ow ng: public and private schools, conservati on and

educati on organi zati ons and i nstituti ons, businesses and

nonprofit organi zati ons and associ ati ons, county conservati on

districts and the Departnent of Conservati on and Nat ur al

Resources for the purposes of providi ng environnental

education.
[(5)] (2) To prepare a guidance docunment, in
consultation with the Secretary of Education, for
adm nistering the grants. [The departnent shall make the
docunent avail able for public review and comrent by
publication in the Pennsylvania Bulletin.]
Section 6. Environnental Education Report.

The Secretary of Education and the Secretary of Environnental

[ Resources] Protection, with input fromthe Advisory Council on

Envi ronnental Educati on and the Pennsyl vania Center for

Envi ronnent al Educati on Board, shall prepare a [periodic]

bi ennial report to the Governor and the General Assenbly
outlining environnmental education prograns and achi evenents,
hi ghlighting new initiatives and recommendi ng future program
needs.
Section 7. The Advisory Council on Environnmental Education.

(a) Duties.--There is hereby created an Advisory Council on
Envi ronmental Education within the Departnent of Education. The
advi sory council shall:

(1) Make recommendations to the Secretary of Education,

the Secretary of Conservation and Natural Resources and the

Secretary of Environmental [Resources] Protection with

respect to the use of any funds used to support environnmental
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1 education activities.

2 (2) Advise and assist the Secretary of Education, the

3 Secretary of Conservation and Natural Resources and the

4 Secretary of Environmental [Resources] Protection in carrying
5 out environnental education activities.

6 (3) Advise and assist the Secretary of Education, the

7 Secretary of Conservation and Natural Resources and the

8 Secretary of Environmental [Resources] Protection in

9 conducting a continual evaluation of the trends and needs in
10 envi ronment al educati on.

11 (4) WMake recommendations to the Secretary of Education,
12 the Secretary of Conservation and Natural Resources [and the
13 Secretary of Environnmental Resources], the Secretary of

14 Envi ronnental Protection and the Pennsylvania Center for

15 Envi ronnent al Education Board to hel p foster environnental
16 educati on prograns.

17 (5) Make recomrendations to the Secretary of

18 Conservati on and Natural Resources and the Secretary of

19 Envi ronnental [Resources] Protection on the distribution of
20 avai |l abl e grant noneys.
21 (b) Conposition.--Council nenbership shall consist of [13]
22 16 nenbers as foll ows:
23 (1) the Secretary of Education or his designee;
24 (2) the Secretary of Environnental [Resources]
25 Protection or his designee;
26 (2.1) the Secretary of Conservation and Natural
27 Resources or hi s designee;
28 (3) the Secretary of Agriculture or his designee; and
29 (4) [ten] twelve nenbers appointed as foll ows:
30 (1) Three nenbers representing Statew de or regiona

20070S0356B1098
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envi ronnment al organi zati ons appoi nted by the Secretary of
Envi ronnment al [ Resources] Protection.

(1i) Two nmenbers representing Statew de or regiona
busi ness, industry or |andowners' organizations appointed

by the Secretary of [Comrerce] Conmunity and Econonic

Devel opnent .

(ii1) Three menbers representing basic education
appoi nted by the Secretary of Education, one of which is
a vocational agricultural teacher appointed by the
Secretary of Educati on.

(iv) One nenber representing higher education
appoi nted by the Chancellor of the State System of Hi gher
Educati on.

(v) One nenber representing a Statew de or regional
general agricultural organization appointed by the
Secretary of Agriculture.

(vi) Two nenbers representi ng conservati on and

natural resource interests appointed by the Secretary of

Conservati on and Natural Resources.

(c) Appointnment, ternms and expenses.--The [ten] 12 counci
menbers shall be appointed for five-year terns. The initial term
of four of the council nenbers shall be for one year, the
initial termof four nmenbers shall be for three years, and the
initial termof the renmainder shall be for five years. A nenber
may be appointed for nore than one termand shall serve until a
successor has been appoi nted. Menbers shall not be conpensated
but shall be reinbursed for actual expenses in accordance wth
the rules of the Executive Board.

(d) Oficers and byl aws.--The council shall convene at | east

[ bi annual | y] sem annually, shall elect a chairperson and a vice-

20070S0356B1098 - 12 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

chai rperson to serve a one-year term and shall adopt byl aws for
governing its operations.

(e) Staff.--The Secretary of Education shall designate such
staff as may be necessary for the operation of the council.
Section 8. Environnental Education Fund.

[(a) Establishment.--]There is hereby created a speci al
nonl apsing fund in the State Treasury to be known as the
Envi ronnment al Education Fund. An anmount equal to 5% of the

noneys col lected annually fromfines, natural resource danmage

settl enents and penalties deposited in special funds or

restricted revenue accounts adm nistered by the Departnent of
Envi ronnmental [Resources] Protection shall be deposited in this
fund. This annual allocation anount shall be based upon the
anounts collected in the previous fiscal year. Al noneys placed
in the fund and the interest it accrues are hereby appropriated,

upon aut hori zation by the Governor, to the Departnent of

Envi ronnmental [Resources] Protection and the Departnent of

Conservati on and Natural Resources to acconplish the purposes of

this act. [Beginning in fiscal year 1992-1993, and each year
thereafter, noneys appropriated to the departnent under this
section shall not affect and are in addition to funding for
envi ronnment al educati on prograns adm ni stered by the departnment
and the Departnent of Education that are in existence prior to
passage of this act.

(b) Return of certain noneys.--On June 30 of each fiscal
year any funds in the Environnmental Education Fund in excess of
an amount equal to tw ce the average of expenditures for the
three prior fiscal years fromthe Environnental Education Fund
shall be returned to the special funds or restricted revenue

accounts from which those funds were originally transferred.]
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1 Section 4. The addition of section 3.1 of the act shal
2 expire in seven years.

3 Section 5. This act shall take effect immediately.
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