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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 208 %5

| NTRODUCED BY MUSTO, RHOADES, BOSCCOLA, STOUT, FONTANA, COSTA,
WASHI NGTON, O PAKE AND FUMO, MARCH 7, 2007
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AN ACT
Provi ding for denonstration prograns and grants; providing for
t he establishnment of an advisory commttee; authorizing the
Department of Education to adm nister funding of the sel ected
denonstration projects; and establishing the Horticultural
Educati on and Denonstrati on Fund.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.
This act shall be known and may be cited as the Horticultural
Educati on and Denonstration Act.
Section 2. Legislative findings.
The CGeneral Assenbly finds and declares as foll ows:

(1) The horticultural industry is conprised of numerous
sectors of the agricultural econony, including vegetable
growers, fruit growers, nurseries, Christms tree growers,
fl ower growers, sod growers, |lawn care professionals and
| andscape architects.

(2) Al citizens of this Coormonweal th benefit fromthe

products and services provided by the horticultural industry.
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(3) The horticultural industry contributes to the
overall success of agriculture in this Comonwealth.

(4) Horticulture is alifelong learning activity and
home horticulture is one of the leading |eisure activities in
the country.

(5) To ensure that Pennsylvania remains a |eader in the
horticul tural industry, horticultural sciences nmust be
integrated into environnental education so that natural
resources are protected and the future demand for
horti cul tural products can be net.

(6) Horticultural education is essential if the
Commonweal th is to neet the environmental, social and
econoni ¢ chal l enges facing the horticultural industry.

(7) Collaborative efforts to integrate horticulture and
envi ronment al education in the classroomcan be beneficial to

all students.

Section 3. Legislative purpose.

It is the purpose of this act to:

(1) Require The Pennsylvania State University's
Cooperative Extension Service and Departnent of Horticulture,
the Departnent of Agriculture, the Departnent of Conservation
and Natural Resources, the departnent, the Departnent of
Envi ronnmental Protection and school districts to devel op and
i npl enment regional horticultural denonstration prograns for
citizens and students of this Conmonwealt h.

(2) Encourage the efforts and cooperation of other
school s, organi zati ons and agenci es where appropri ate.

(3) Provide funding for the devel opnent of regional

horti cul tural denonstration prograrns.

30 Section 4. Definitions.
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The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Conmittee.” The Horticultural Advisory and Review Comrittee
establ i shed under section 5.

"Departnment.” The Departnent of Education of the
Commonweal t h.

"Fund." The Horticultural Education and Denonstrati on Fund
established by this act.

"Secretary."” The Secretary of Education of the Comonweal th.
Section 5. Horticultural Advisory and Review Commttee.

(a) Establishnent.--The Horticultural Advisory and Review
Committee is established. The committee has the follow ng
duties:

(1) Review proposals and take into account any comments
submtted by a school district affected by the proposal.
(2) Reconmend to the departnent a prioritization for

fundi ng proposal s.

(3) Reconmend to the departnent proposals for funding in

accordance with section 8.

(4) Advise the departnent on any activities authorized
by this act.

(b) Menbership.--The commttee shall be made up of the
fol |l ow ng nenbers:

(1) The secretary or a designee.

(2) The Secretary of Conservation and Natural Resources
or a designee.

(3) The Secretary of Environnental Protection or a
desi gnee.

(4) The Secretary of Agriculture or a designee.
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(5) The Director of The Pennsylvania State University's
Cooperative Extension Service or a designee.

(6) The head of the Departnent of Horticulture of The
Pennsyl vania State University or a designee.

(7) Three nmenbers representing Statew de or regional
horti cul tural organi zations appointed by the Secretary of
Agricul ture.

(8) Three nenbers representing basic education appointed
by the secretary.

(9) Two nenbers representing Statew de environnental
organi zati ons appointed jointly by the Secretary of
Envi ronnental Protection and Secretary of Conservation and
Nat ural Resour ces.

Section 6. Responsibilities of the Departnent of Education.

The departnent shall have the duty to:

(1) Review and approve six horticultural denonstration
proj ects.

(2) Ensure that the denonstration projects are | ocated
in regions of this Comonweal th known for their horticultural
products.

(3) Select the denonstration projects after consulting
with the commttee.

(4) Enter into grant agreenents wth grantees.

Section 7. Scope.

The noney aut horized by this act shall be disbursed only to
school districts involved in horticultural projects and
activities. Any school district seeking funding for
denonstration projects shall coordinate its proposal with the
county cooperative extension office in which the proposed

denonstration project is |ocated.
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Section 8. Horticultural Education and Denonstration Fund.

(a) Establishnent.--There is established a restricted fund
in the State Treasury to be known as the Horticultural Education
and Denonstration Fund. Upon approval of the Governor, funds may
be deposited or transferred into this fund at the begi nning of
each fiscal year from sources which are consistent with the
proposed uses specified under this act. The fund may be
suppl enented by appropriations fromthe General Assenbly; the
Federal, State or |ocal government; or any private source.

(b) Gants.--Al noney placed in the fund are hereby
appropriated to the Departnment of Education on a conti nuing
basis for the purpose of providing grants to eligible school
districts for horticultural denonstration projects.

Section 9. Proposal approval process.

(a) Proposal for grants.--

(1) School districts interested in receiving grants
under this act shall submt a proposal to the departnment and
shall notify and consult with the county cooperative
extension office in which a project is proposed that a
proposal has been submitted. The proposal shall contain
necessary and appropriate information as required by the
depart nment.

(2) The departnent shall forward to the comrttee al
proposal s which are received.

(b) Funding recommendati ons.--The commttee shall review all
proposal s and make fundi ng reconmendati ons to the departnment.

(c) Departnental decisions.--The departnent shall consider
the commttee' s recommendati ons in maki ng proposal funding
deci sions. The departnent shall issue grants to school

districts.
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1 (d) School districts receiving funds.--School districts that
2 receive funding under this act shall conply with all applicable
3 laws.

4 (e) Limtations on funding.--Nothing contained in this act
5 shall require or authorize the secretary to provide any funding
6 in excess of the noney avail abl e under section 8.

7 (f) Departnental conditions.--A grant awarded under this

8 section shall be subject to terns and conditions as established
9 by the departnent.

10 Section 10. Report on activity.

11 The departnent and conmittee shall prepare an annual report
12 identifying avail abl e fundi ng, nunber of projects proposed,

13 nunber of school districts participating and any ot her

14 information deenmed appropriate and shall subnmit the report to
15 the General Assenbly.

16 Section 30. Effective date.

17 This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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