PRINTER S No. 170

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 125 %5

| NTRODUCED BY COSTA, FONTANA, RAFFERTY, O PAKE, RHOADES AND
LOGAN, MARCH 5, 2007

REFERRED TO JUDI CI ARY, MARCH 5, 2007
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AN ACT
Arending Title 18 (Crinmes and O fenses) of the Pennsylvani a

Consol idated Statutes, further providing for exceptions to

prohi bitions of intercepting and disclosure of

conmuni cat i ons.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 5704 of Title 18 of the Pennsylvania
Consolidated Statutes is anmended by addi ng a paragraph to read:
8§ 5704. Exceptions to prohibition of interception and

di scl osure of communi cati ons.

It shall not be unlawful and no prior court approval shall be

required under this chapter for:

* * %

(17) (i) Provided that the requirenents of

subpar agraphs (ii) and (iii) are satisfied, a school bus

as defined in 75 Pa.C.S. 8 102 (relating to definitions)

to be equi pped with a device capabl e of maki ng an audi o

and vi deo recordi ng of the inside of the school bus while
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bei ng operated in the transportati on of school students.

Each school bus that is equi pped with audi o or video

recordi ng equi pnent nust have a warni ng conspi cuously

posted at the front and back of each school bus inform ng

t he occupants of the school bus that an audi o or vi deo

recording, or both, is being nmade during the operation of

the school bus and that by riding the school bus, the

student or other person consents to any recordi ng that

may be nade during the operation of the school bus.

(ii) The Departnent of Education, in consultation

with the Pennsyl vania State Police and the Departnent of

Transportation, shall pronul gate requl ati ons provi di ng

uni form standards for the foll ow ng:

(A) Equi pnent to be used for nmaki ng audi o and

vi sual recordi ngs on a school bus.

(B) Installation, nmai ntenance and operati on of

audi o and vi deo recordi ng equi pnent.

(C) Referral of information to | aw enforcenent

authorities for crimnal prosecuti on of any event

recorded by audi o or video that occurs on a school

bus.

(iii) The Departnment of Education shall pronul gate

requl ati ons providi ng standards to all boards of school

directors for the adoption of a policy by the school

district for the use of audi o and vi deo recordi ng

equi pnent on school buses used or operated by or for the

school district. These standards nust include, but not be

limted to:

(A Information concerning the disciplinary

measures that may be utilized by the school district
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agai nst a school student, school enpl oyee or agent of

the school district for communi cati ons, infornmati on

or conduct recorded by the audi o or vi deo equi pnent.

(B) Information concerning the public

avai lability of such conmuni cations, information or

conduct recorded by the audi o or vi deo equi pnent.

(iv) No school district, school enployee or agent of

a school district nmay use, operate or otherw se enpl oy

any audi o or video equi pnent on a school bus until the

school district has provided witten notification to each

school student and the student's parent or guardi an that

the school district has adopted a policy to install,

operate and use an audi o or video recording systemon the

school buses operated by or for the school district in

the transportati on of school students to any public,

pri vate or parochi al school or school-related activity or

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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