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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 845 %%

| NTRODUCED BY PETRONE, MJSTI O, RAMALEY AND VULAKOVI CH,
JULY 9, 2008
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A RESOLUTI ON

Directing the Joint State Governnment Comm ssion to conduct an

i n-depth study of the subject of devel opnents of regional

significance and inpact; and requiring a report.

WHEREAS, On Septenber 19, 2006, a massive |andslide occurred
in Kilbuck Townshi p, Allegheny County; and

WHEREAS, On Cctober 24, 2006, the House of Representatives
adopt ed House Resol ution 897, which directed the Joint State
Gover nment Conmmi ssion to conduct an in-depth investigation into
t he Septenber 19, 2006, |andslide and conpile a report on its
findings and recommendati ons; and

WHEREAS, House Resol ution 897 authorized the appoi ntnment of a
four-menber |egislative task force and an advisory committee to
assist the task force in this undertaking; and

WHEREAS, The advi sory conmittee established under House
Resol ution 897 represented a broad range of expertise and
interests and included attorneys, geol ogists, engineers, |and

use planners, representatives of |ocal and county governnents,

representatives of comrunity devel opnent organi zati ons,
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envi ronnment al advocates, representatives of Communities First!,
t he executive director of the Joint Legislative Air and \Water
Pol I ution Control and Conservation Conmttee, a representative
fromthe Departnment of Conservation and Natural Resources, a
representative fromthe Departnent of Environnental Protection
and a representative fromthe Departnent of Transportation; and
WHEREAS, The task force and advisory conmittee noted that
possi bl e i ssues contributing to the Kil buck | andslide included
geol ogi call y hazardous conditions at the site, inadequate
coordi nati on anong regul atory deci si onnakers and | ack of
capacity by sone nmunicipalities, particularly with respect to
approval s of large, conplex devel opnents; and
WHEREAS, The task force and advisory conmittee agreed to
address the foll owi ng seven subject areas that could help
prevent the occurrence of such | andsli des:
(1) revisions to the Pennsylvania Minicipalities
Pl anni ng Code;
(2) regional planning and review,
(3) resources to |ocal governnents;
(4) the permtting and inspection process;
(5) coordination of agencies' actions;
(6) standing and jurisdiction; and
(7) disclosure of geol ogic concerns;
and
WHEREAS, The task force and advi sory conmttee reached
consensus on findings and recomrendati ons as contenpl ated by
House Resol ution 897; and
WHEREAS, On June 9, 2008, the task force authorized the
rel ease of the report of the task force and advisory conmttee

and the introduction of the legislation contained in the report;
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and

WHEREAS, As part of the findings and recommendati ons
contained in the report, the task force and advisory commttee
acknow edged that further consideration, discussion and anal ysis
shoul d be given to the subject of devel opnents of regional
signi ficance and inpact, which was addressed only briefly in the
report; and

WHEREAS, The nenbers of the task force and advisory commttee
desired to continue their work regardi ng the subject of
devel opnent of regional significance and inpact; and

VWHEREAS, The task force recommended that further
consi deration, discussion and anal ysis regardi ng the subject of
devel opnents of regional significance and inpact should be
aut horized by a new resolution; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the Joint State Governnment Conm ssion be
authorized to reconstitute the task force and advisory commttee
est abl i shed under House Resol ution 897 to conduct an in-depth
study of the subject of devel opnents of regional significance
and inpact; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the conposition of the reconstituted advisory
commttee be nodified as necessary and that additional persons
may be appointed as nenbers of the advisory commttee; and be it
further

RESCLVED, That the Joint State Governnment Conmi ssion conpile
a report based on the findings and recomendati ons of the
reconstituted task force and advisory conmmittee and subnit the
report to the House of Representatives as soon as possible but
no later than two years follow ng the adoption of this

resol uti on.
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