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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
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| NTRODUCED BY CONKLI N, VHEATLEY, JOSEPHS, SWANGER, McGEEHAN
MOYER AND KORTZ, JUNE 25, 2008
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A RESOLUTI ON
Requesting the Department of Education to establish the
Genoci de, Human Rights and Tol erance Educati on program for
secondary students.
VWHEREAS, The United States is a nmenber state of the United
Nati ons; and
VHEREAS, Article Il of the 1948 United Nations Convention on
t he Prevention and Puni shnment of the Crine of Genocide defines
genoci de as:
any of the following acts commtted with intent to
destroy, in whole or in part, a national, ethnical,
racial or religious group, as such: killing nenbers
of the group; causing serious bodily or
mental harmto nmenbers of the group; deliberately
inflicting on the group conditions of life
calculated to bring about its physical destruction in
whol e or in part; inposing
nmeasures intended to prevent births within the group;

and forcibly transferring children



1 of the group to another group;

2 and

3 WHEREAS, Cenocide is universal, with pervadi ng and

4 identifiable thenmes; and

5 WHEREAS, The House of Representatives recogni zes the |ink

6 between intolerance and genoci dal viol ence; and

7 VWHEREAS, National studies indicate that fewer than 25% of

8 students understand the systematic nmass killings of various

9 ethnic groups throughout history; and

10 WHEREAS, The House of Representatives reaffirns the

11 inportance of teaching respect and tolerance in the schools of
12 this Commonweal t h; and

13 WHEREAS, Students nust recogni ze the inportance of universal
14 human rights, dignity, respect and tol erance; and

15 WHEREAS, Students nust |earn the | essons of history,

16 acknow edgi ng genocidal crines arising fromprejudice, bigotry,
17 inhumanity and intol erance and our responsibility as individuals
18 and societies to act against intol erance and genoci de; and

19 WHEREAS, The House of Representatives recogni zes the
20 inperative for instructional materials and teacher training
21 relating to the Hol ocaust, genocide, human rights and soci al
22 tolerance; and
23 WHEREAS, The House of Representatives supports the
24 integration of survivor testinony into instruction on genocide,
25 human rights and tol erance; and
26 VWHEREAS, The stories of survivors, rescuers, |iberators and
27 wtnesses convey the personal and social effects of genocide;
28 therefore be it
29 RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives request the

30 Departnent of Education to establish the Genocide, Human Ri ghts
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30

and Tol erance Education program for secondary students; and be
it further

RESCLVED, That the Departnment of Education adopt a nodel
curriculum for secondary students enphasi zing the nature and
definition of genocide and the progression of genocide, wth
anal ysis of its incidence historically and in the present gl obal
environment; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the nodel curriculumincorporate, into
publ i cations that provide exanples of curriculumresources for
teacher use, materials devel oped by public or private publishers
of nonfiction, trade books and primary sources; and be it
further

RESCLVED, That the nodel curriculumincorporate age-
appropriate instructional materials consistent with the subject
framewor ks on history and social science relative to civil
rights, human rights, genocide, slavery and the Hol ocaust; and
be it further

RESCLVED, That, recognizing the pervasiveness of genoci de and
reaffirm ng the conm tnent of free nations to deter genocide,
t he nodel curriculumincorporate an additional unit of
instruction on recent crines of genocide across the gl obe; and
be it further

RESCLVED, That the nodel curriculumincorporate survivor,
rescuer, |iberator and witness testinony; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the nodel curriculumincorporate State and
| ocal professional devel opnent resources; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the nodel curriculum analyze classification of
genoci de in nodern regional conflicts with enphasis on Canbodi a
in the 1970s, Bosnia and Herzegovi na and Rwanda in the 1990s and

ongoi ng genocidal conflict in Darfur; and be it further
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RESCLVED, That the nodel curriculum pronote a full

under st andi ng of the spectrum of human rights viol ations and

1

2

3 related diplonacy and intervention; and be it further

4 RESCLVED, That a copy of this resolution be transmtted to
5

t he Departnent of Educati on.
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