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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 759 5%

| NTRODUCED BY CURRY, BAKER, BENNI NGTON, BEYER, BI SHOP, BOBACK,
CALTAG RONE, CCHEN, CREI GHTON, Di G ROLAMO, DONATUCC,
EVERETT, FAI RCH LD, FLECK, FRANKEL, CEI ST, GEORGE, G NGRI CH
GOCDVAN, HARPER, HELM HENNESSEY, HERSHEY, HORNAMAN, JAMES,
JOSEPHS, KENNEY, MAHER, MAJOR, MANTZ, MELI O, M LLARD, MOYER,
MUSTI O, NAILOR, M O BRI EN, PARKER, PAYNE, QUI NN, RAPP
RAVALEY, READSHAW ROCK, ROHRER, ROSS, SAI NATO, SAYLOR,
SI PTROTH, STABACK, SWANGER, TRUE, VEREB, VULAKOVI CH, WATSON
J. VH TE AND WOINAROSKI , SEPTEMBER 19, 2008

| NTRODUCED AS NONCONTROVERSI AL RESCLUTI ON UNDER RULE 35,
SEPTEMBER 19, 2008
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A RESOLUTI ON

Desi gnating the nonth of COctober 2008 as "Neurobl astoma Mont h"

i n Pennsyl vania and highlighting a special event, Dance

Philly! Every Step Counts!, to support the Susanna

DeLaurentis Charitable Foundation's efforts to conbat this

deadl y di sease.

WHEREAS, In the United States, cancer is the |eading cause of
deat h by di sease anong children under 15 years of age; and

WHEREAS, In 2007, in the United States, approximtely 10, 400
chil dren under 15 years of age were di agnosed with cancer, and
nore than 1,500 children were expected to die from cancer; and

WHEREAS, Neurobl astoma is an extrenmely nmalignant and
treatment-resi stant form of chil dhood cancer involving tunors of
t he synpathetic nervous system and

WHEREAS, Neurobl astoma is often not diagnosed until late in

its progression; and
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WHEREAS, Susanna DelLaurentis of Elkins Park, Montgonery
County, was di agnosed with neurobl astona as a child and was not
expected to survive the eight nonths of aggressive treatnent,
much of it experinental; and

WHEREAS, Children with neuroblastoma may go through nultiple
rounds of high-dose intensive chenot herapy, followed by surgery,
| ocal and total -body radiation and finally an autol ogous bone
marrow transpl ant; and

WHEREAS, Susanna was placed in a full-body cast, in a
specially isolated roombehind a |lead barrier and injected with
an experinmental radioactive chem cal to seek and destroy any
mal i gnancy that may have survived the other treatnents; and

WHEREAS, Although Susanna's renar kabl e recovery and
subsequent five synptomfree years were quite unexpected and
were an enduring inspiration to peers and professionals alike,
Susanna's synptons returned when she was only eight years of
age; and

VHEREAS, Susanna underwent another set of intensive
treatments but, despite her successful initial response to
treatment, relapsed and passed away at ten years of age on
Novenber 27, 1999; and

VHEREAS, The Susanna DelLaurentis Charitabl e Foundati on was
established to raise funds to support primary research into the
causes and possible cure or treatnment of neurobl astoma and
cystic fibrosis, the nost comon fatal inherited disease in
North Anmerica, which affects one in every 3,900 Anerican
newbor ns; and

WHEREAS, A special event, Dance Philly! Every Step Counts!,
will be held on Novenber 7, 2008, at the Holiday Inn-Stadiumin

Phi | adel phia, with the proceeds benefitting the Susanna
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DeLaurentis Charitable Foundation; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives designate the
nmont h of Oct ober 2008 as " Neurobl astoma Month" in Pennsylvani a
in menory of Susanna DelLaurentis and all victinms of this di sease
and encourage all the citizens of this Comopnwealth to join in

the fight against neurobl astoma and other forns of chil dhood
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cancer.
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