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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 747 ="

| NTRODUCED BY BOBACK, ARGALL, BAKER, BEYER, Bl SHOP, BROCKS,
CALTAG RONE, CAPPELLI, CLYMER, COHEN, CRElI GHTON, DALEY,
DALLY, DeLUCA, DePASQUALE, DONATUCCI, EVERETT, FLECK,
FRANKEL, GALLOWAY, GEI ST, GEORGE, GODSHALL, GOODNVAN, GRUCELA,
HARHART, HELM HENNESSEY, HERSHEY, H CKERNELL, JAMES,
KAUFFMVAN, KOTI K, MAJOR, MANDERI NO, MANN, MANTZ, MARSI CO,
Mel LHATTAN, MELI O, M LLARD, MOUL, MOYER, MJSTI O NAI LOR,
M O BRI EN, PALLONE, PAYNE, PHI LLIPS, PICKETT, QU NN
RAVALEY, RAPP, READSHAW RElI CHLEY, ROCK, RGOSS, RUBLEY,
SAI NATO, SANTONI, SAYLOR, SIPTROTH, SOLOBAY, STABACK,
SWANCER, TRUE, VEREB, VULAKOVICH, J. VWH TE, WOJINAROCSKI,
YOUNGBLOOD, CONKLI N, SCAVELLO, D. O BRI EN AND Di G ROLAMO,
MAY 12, 2008

| NTRODUCED AS NONCONTROVERSI AL RESCLUTI ON UNDER RULE 35,
MAY 12, 2008
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A RESCLUTI ON

Recogni zi ng May 25, 2008, as "National Mssing Children' s Day"
i n Pennsyl vani a.

WHEREAS, Between 1979 and 1981, a series of high-profile
m ssing children cases becane national headlines; and

VWHEREAS, Three such cases contributed to the shock of the
nation's consci ousness, bringing attention to the seriousness of
child victim zation and forever changing the response by | aw
enf orcenment agencies to reports of mssing children; and

VWHEREAS, The nassive search and nedia attention that foll owed
t he di sappearance of Etan Patz in 1979 focused the nation's
attention on the problemof child abduction and |ack of plans to

address it; and
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WHEREAS, From 1979 through 1981, national nedia attention was
focused on Atlanta, Ceorgia, where 29 bodies of young boys and
girls were discovered in | akes, marshes and ponds al ong roadsi de
trails; and

WHEREAS, On July 27, 1981, 6-year-old Adam Wl sh di sappear ed
froma Florida shopping mall; and

WHEREAS, The tragedi es of these children and ot hers exposed a
fundanental flaw, and

WHEREAS, There was no coordinated effort anong Federal, state
and | ocal |aw enforcenent, no national response systemin place
and no central resource to help searching famlies; and

WHEREAS, The nonentum that began with the di sappearance of
Et an, Adam and the 29 m ssing and nurdered children of Atlanta,
Ceorgia, led to photographs of mssing children on mlk cartons
and, ultimately, a nationw de novenent; and

WHEREAS, In 1983, President Ronal d Reagan procl ai med May 25
as "National Mssing Children's Day"; and

WHEREAS, "National Mssing Children's Day" is a rem nder to
all parents and guardi ans of the need for high-quality
phot ographs of their children for use in case of an energency
and for the need for everyone to pay close attention to the
posters and phot ographs of m ssing children; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives recognize May 25,

2008, as "National Mssing Children's Day" in Pennsyl vani a.
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