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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 508 %5~

| NTRODUCED BY HANNA, BAKER, BRENNAN, CONKLI N, CURRY, DONATUCCI,
FABRI ZI O, FLECK, FRANKEL, GEORGE, G BBONS, GOCDNVAN, GRUCELA,
HERSHEY, HESS, HORNAMAN, JAMES, KOTI K, KULA, MAHONEY, MAJOR,
MANTZ, M LLARD, MOYER, MJRT, M O BRIEN, O NEILL, PALLONE
PARKER, PASHI NSKI, PHI LLIPS, RElICHLEY, ROEBUCK, RUBLEY,
SAI NATO, SANTONI, SHI MKUS, S| PTROTH, SOLOBAY, SWANGER
J. VH TE, WOINARCSKI AND YOUNGBLOOD, NOVEMBER 19, 2007

| NTRODUCED AS NONCONTROVERSI AL RESCLUTI ON UNDER RULE 35,
NOVEMBER 19, 2007
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A RESOLUTI ON
Desi gnati ng February 1, 2008, as "Peripartum Cardi onyopat hy
Awar eness Day" in Pennsyl vania; and urging the National
Institutes of Health to recogni ze "Peripartum Cardi omyopat hy
Awar eness Day" and to advance research relating to peripartum
car di onmyopat hy.
WHEREAS, Peri partum cardi onyopathy is a rare disorder in
whi ch a weakened heart is diagnosed within the final nonth of
pregnancy or within five nonths after delivery; and
WHEREAS, In the United States peripartum cardi omyopat hy
conplicates one in every 1,300 to 4,000 deliveries; and
WHEREAS, Peri partum cardi onyopat hy occurs in chil dbeari ng
wonen of any age but nobst conmonly occurs after 30 years of age;
and
WHEREAS, Peri partum cardi onyopathy is nost likely to devel op

in African-Anmerican wonen living in the South but can occur in a

pregnant or postpartum wonman of any age or geographic |ocation;
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and

WHEREAS, Death rates associated with peripartum
cardi onyopat hy have ranged between 18% and 56% and

WHEREAS, Recent effective treatnent of peripartum
cardi onyopat hy has progressively inproved survival and recovery
to rates of 95% or nore, without the need for heart transpl ant;
and

WHEREAS, Wth treatnent, wonen affected by this disorder can
have i nproved heart function and live full and active lives; and

WHEREAS, Conpliance with prescription instructions, nedical
gui del i nes and physician directives is inportant to
cardi ovascul ar health, particularly for women with peripartum
cardi onyopat hy; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives of the
Commonweal t h of Pennsyl vani a desi gnate February 1, 2008, as
"Peri partum Cardi omyopat hy Awar eness Day" in Pennsylvani a and
urge all residents to recognize that peripartum cardi omyopat hy
is a serious wonen's health threat; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives urge the National
Institutes of Health to recogni ze "Peripartum Cardi omyopat hy
Awar eness Day" and to seek appropriate funding for research
ai med at obtaining a better understanding of this high-risk
condition of pregnancy; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives chall enge al
wonen to take charge of their cardi ovascul ar health and take the
necessary preventive steps to healthy |ives and pregnancies; and
be it further

RESCLVED, That a copy of this resolution be transmtted to
the National Institutes of Health, 9000 Rockville Pike,
Bet hesda, MD 20892.
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